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Come and join us on the 10th
February for an evening of mystery
and wonder featuring some top
magicians at ‘The Home of The
Magic Circle’.

This event features the History of
Magic together with Close-Up and
Stage entertainment. Doors open at
7:00pm when the Club Room Bar
and Museum will be open.
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Team Prize Winners at the International
Blacksmithing Festival

T
he happy crew pictured on
the front page are the South 
of England Edenbridge &

Oxted Show Team, who were
winners of the team competition at
the IBF held at Westpoint, Exeter 

in August. After a hard day's work
they are proudly displaying their
panel on the theme of 'Cattle' 
which gained them the title of 
'Best International Blacksmith Team
2014'. 

Pictured left to right are:
Richard Hillam, Rhys Harlin, Dave
Harman, Eric Lamprell and Nick
Bates. 

Full competition results can be
found on page 13. 

First Words from your Editor
“Curs’d be that wretch (Death’s factor sure) who brought

Dire swords into the peaceful world, and taught
Smiths (who before could only make

The spade, the plough-share, and the rake)
Arts, in most cruel wise
Man’s left to epitomize!”

'In Commendation of the Time we live under, 

the Reign of our gracious King, Charles II' 

Abraham Cowley (1618-1667)

Awarm welcome to one and all to the 45th Edition 
of your Newsletter.

As you will know Stuart Cloke was unfortunately unable
to continue as Clerk due to ill health and the position is now
held by Martin Heath. I am sure you will join me in
thanking Stuart for his time in office and wishing him a

speedy recovery and  welcoming Martin to the Company.
The International Blacksmithing Festival at Westpoint

was well supported by blacksmiths far and wide. The
quality of work produced in the competitions and
demonstrations was exceptional and the wide range of
superb Masterclasses made for an event that will linger long
in the memory. A detailed report is included within the
pages of this Newsletter.

I hope you find much of interest within these pages and
I look forward to receiving  comments, photographs and
words you may have for printing in future editions. Even if
you have an idea for an article please let me know and I will
be pleased to assist in preparing for publication.

I would like to take this opportunity of wishing readers
the finest compliments of the season together with health
and all best wishes for 2015.

metalwizard@btinternet.com

Merv Allen FWCB

Parlour magic begins at 7:30pm
and during an interval the Museum
and Club Room Bar will again be
open for you to explore the fabulous
home of the Magic Circle.

After the interval it will be time
for a dazzling show in the Magic
Circle theatre, finishing off your
evening at approximately 10:00pm.

Price per person is £34 – numbers
are limited so please express your
interest as soon as possible to the
Clerk.

Date of event: 10/02/2015

Stop Press! . . . Stop Press! . . . Stop Press! . . . Stop



M
ike was educated at Hill
House Prep School in London,
before moving to the country

and finishing his junior schooling at
Danesfield School. Secondary school
was Shiplake College and then back to
London for A levels. Mike then did a
diploma in agricultural engineering and
his love of engineering has given him 
a very good understanding of the skills
of blacksmithing.

In 1987 Mike joined the financial services industry 
and in 1996 become MD and joint owner of Orchard 
House (IFAs) Ltd. which is a growing successful firm in 
Henley-on-Thames giving independent financial advice to
companies and individuals.

Mike is a third generation liveryman. He was apprenticed
to his father in April 1983 and admitted to the Livery in June
1987. He joined the Court in June 2005 and has served on
several committees. His nephew is now apprenticed to him
and his children are also joining after the annual banquet.
Mike is an active member of Livery Schools Link, mentoring
secondary school children in finance and communication
skills. He also assisted in setting up the National Heritage
Ironwork Group in July 2010.

Mike has become passionate about raising money for
charity and in April of his year as Prime Warden, one week
before the Annual Banquet, he will be running in the North
Pole marathon. This is a full 26.2 mile marathon at the North
Pole to raise funds for research into ME/Chronic Fatigue.
He decided to do this challenging event after having life
threatening heart problems in October 2012 which resulted
in a pacemaker being fitted and wanted to fight back. The
charity was chosen as his daughter has had ME/Chronic
Fatigue since she was 12. If you feel inclined to sponsor
Mike please go to his website www.shepherdfitness.co.uk

NHS Community First Responder: This is in coordination
with South Central Ambulance Service. Training is given 
so that if someone calls 999 for an ambulance, and the

patient is local, the responder is sent 
so that the patient gets help quicker
than waiting for the ambulance to
arrive. Whilst Mike cannot administer
drugs, he carries a huge amount of kit,
including oxygen and a defibrillator.

Medmenham Running Club: Having
the support of his very patient wife,
Mike set up a running club with the
exclusive aim of organising an annual
race to raise money for local charities. It

was also the case that he wanted to show people the
beautiful routes that he uses in his regular training. So far
over £10,000 has been raised for charity. 

Medmenham Parish Councillor; Mike is responsible 
for planning applications, footpaths, amenities and
improvements in the village.

Mike lives near Henley-on-Thames in a village called
Medmenham. He is married to Lara, who suffers from
Fibromyalgia, and they have 2 children; Ben aged 16 and
Elizabeth aged 18.

In his spare time Mike’s Interests includes advanced
motorcycling, running, swimming and the City.

During Mike's year as Prime Warden, in addition to 
the fixed Company events, he intends to host a number of
social events. These are designed to be small events with
significant diversity of subject and cost. There will be City
interest, motor sport, cooking and possibly travel. The aim
is to attract as many members and their guests as possible.
The Prime Warden's weekend will be in his home county of
Buckinghamshire and will have; lovely accommodation,
wonderful food, a beautiful house and gardens to visit as
well as clay pigeon shooting and off road driving. There will
also be a talk on the Sunday about the importance of
Danesfield House in the D-Day landings.

Mike and Lara are proudly looking forward to the
forthcoming year as Prime Warden of this ancient and
honourable Company and hope that you will be able to join
him at as many events as you can.
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Meet Your Prime Warden – Mike Shepherd 

Mike and Lara with their children Ben and Elizabeth

O
ne of the most prestigious and enjoyable events of my year so far has been the Sheriffs’ breakfast on the 26th
September. Traditionally the Sheriffs were sworn in on the 28th September, the vigil of St Michael the Archangel
or on the Friday before if that day falls on a weekend. The first reference to a feast or breakfast dates back to 1568.

The office of Sheriff dates back to the 7th Century and it was only in 1878 that the Livery Companies became responsible
for electing the Sheriffs. By comparison, the office of Lord Mayor is relatively new at 1192.

This year the Breakfast was held at the Merchant Taylors’ Hall in Threadneedle Street. The term “breakfast” is used much
in the same way as Wedding Breakfast as it is the first meal that the Sheriffs have after the formal ceremony of taking office.
It is the time when the outgoing Sheriffs say their good-byes and thank all for the support they have been given. The
incoming Sheriffs then have the opportunity to thank the Livery Companies and sponsors for electing them and to say a
bit about what they plan for their year. The speeches were numerous, as you might expect, as there were so many people
to propose the health of, congratulate and thank. I have to confess that when I saw the number of speeches my heart sank.
In the event, they were some of the best speeches I have heard, full of laughter and very uplifting. For me, the speech that
stood out the most was from The Right Reverend Graeme Knowles CVO for the incoming Sheriffs.

The event was a truly wonderful occasion in many ways. Most people were dressed in morning suit, which made a nice
change. The food and wine was exemplary. However, as on most occasions, it was the company that really made the event
a success. The guest list makes for very interesting reading and it was an honour to attend.

The Sheriff’s Breakfast – Mike Shepherd 

Photography by M. O’Sullivan
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F
or the last three years, the month of April has seen
the opening of each new season with the Bringsty
Forge-In. This has become an annual event of some

standing in the world of blacksmithing. The event is
hosted by Adrian Legge, LWCB, Henry Pomfret LWCB
and Tony Ingarfield who are always both friendly and
welcoming; instant hot sweet tea etc!

I met the new Chairman of the Craft Committee,
Liveryman Stuart Davis and his son Joseph at around 
6.00 a.m. on a crisp Saturday morning and off we set for
Bringsty arriving some two and a half hours later.

Everything was pretty much in place ready for the
event to commence. Fires were alight, some eight or ten
if memory serves me correctly with many smiths of

different shapes and sizes starting to arrive. By the end of
the day probably some eighty to a hundred participants
had played their part.

The event was a great opportunity for Stuart to see at
first hand the skill of blacksmiths at work and play.  Even
with all the action taking place Stuart and Joe were not
neglected being encouraged to join in and take part at
every opportunity. Stuart is now regarded as a natural
striker and Joe left with two variations of bottle opener –
so Mum's next two Christmas presents are taken care of!

I sincerely thank the Bringsty blacksmiths for looking
after and making a fuss of the WCB representatives – we
had a great day.

Bringsty Forge ‘Forge-In’ April 2014
Hugh Adams, Past Prime Warden

Personal instruction for Joe from Adrian

The Company's new striker, Stuart Davies

Election of the Lord Mayor

I
f you want to see the City
Corporation at its best with all 
the pomp and Ceremony then this

is the event to attend. As Prime
Warden I had to arrive early and
Gowned up in the Crypt of the
Guildhall. Then, along with all of 
the other Livery Company Masters,
Prime Wardens and the Upper 
Bailiff processed to the Divine Service
at St. Lawrence Jewry. Once seated 
the Corporation and Civic Party
processed in and took their places. It
was a simple service and whilst it is
allegedly open to the public, there is no
room to spare. At the end of the service
we all processed back to Guildhall 
and became the spectacle of the City
with many tourists taking photos of
such strangely dressed people.

We were held off to one side as the
Freemen found their seats and at the
appropriate time we processed in. To

be at the front of the Hall for once was
a pleasure and the occasion made far
more sense than normal as I could see
what was going on. The Common
Cryer and Sergeant at Arms opens the
proceeding in such a way that it sends
shivers down your spine. The election
was done by a show of hands and 
the usual cries from the Freemen as 
to their thoughts on who should 
get in, who should be next year and
who should not be considered. This
year it was a landslide victory for
Alderman Alan Yarrow. There was
some amusement as the Sheriffs and
Clerk notionally discussed their
thoughts as to who might have won
the vote and who had come second.
The vote was then taken to the
Aldermanic Court to be sanctioned.
This part is done in private and meant
that they had to retire from the Hall to
discuss the vote. A little while later

the Mayor elect processes back in
alongside the Lord Mayor, showing
the choice of the Aldermanic Court.
Whilst the Aldermanic Court are
deliberating, the City Clerk gives an
informative speech to the Freemen
and this year it was on the function of
the Corporation regarding the open
spaces and parklands. There is rather
more than I had thought.

After the Common Cryer has
closed the proceeding, we processed
out and went to our various Halls for
lunch. Traditionally the Blacksmiths
go to the Stationers’ Hall, along with
many other Livery Companies. It is a
festive occasion, light hearted and
good fun. The Master of the Stationers
Company greets each of the Livery
Companies in alphabetical order and
a cheer goes up from each Company
when their name is read out. A truly
wonderful day and not to be missed.

Prime Warden Mike Shepherd
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I
first met Les when he came to shoe my horse ‘Girlie’ in
early April 1973 with his boss, the late Neville Smith who
was three times National Champion farrier. He came on

a Friday and the following week phoned me every day for a
date. I finally agreed, and our first night out was Friday 13th
April (unlucky for some!) and from that day he came over to
see me every night for a week and I think our fate was sealed.

Les left school in 1964 and went to Tamworth College
studying Engineering on day release from engineering firm
Brown and Holmes in Tamworth as an
apprentice learning the rudiments of metal
engineering the hard way. The first lesson 
at college was in the blacksmiths shop 
where he first met Martin Smith, another
apprentice and they have remained friends
ever since. Les introduced Martin into the
livery last year. Les’s next job was in the
development department of Swish curtain
fittings but his calling was for Blacksmithing
and Farriery and in 1970 he joined farriers
Neville and Ron Smith on a greatly reduced
wage and did his second apprenticeship
passing his R.S.S. shoeing qualification in 
1975 at Melton Mowbray.  

On Saturday 13th April 1974 Les and I were married
exactly 12 months from the first night we met and this year
we celebrated our 40th wedding anniversary.  He continued
to work for Neville Smith until 1977 when he made the
decision to start his own farriery business. He rented a small
garage on an industrial estate, installed a small forge,
bought a second hand van and then sat and waited for the
phone to ring. It was a little slow at first but word got around
and he soon became very busy. His clientele included
Shetland ponies, show jumpers, race horses and Shires from
the then Solid Fuel Advisory Service in Lichfield who
owned the largest horse in the country, Hobart Long John
who stood at 19 hands 11/2” to the wither. As the business
expanded he trained another farrier and moved to larger
premises. He passed the AWCF farrier examina tions in 1984
joining the National Association of Farriers Blacksmiths and
Engineers (NAFBAE) in 1975 and took an active interest in
the betterment of both Blacksmithing and Farriery
professions, later becoming a member of the executive
committee. Les continued to shoe horses until the early
1990’s when the physical rigours of the job took its toll.  Our
daughter Emma was born on Valentine’s Day in 1989 and in
that same year Les won the International Blacksmithing
Competition at the Royal Show.  Les then diversified into the
industrial side of blacksmithing and took on new staff to
accommodate this extra workload. One employee, Wayne
Smith who joined in 1993 as a young lad, is still with us today.

In 1995, a purpose built forge was purchased on the
Lichfield Road Industrial Estate in Tamworth. This forge
had been built by three blacksmiths who Les had known 
since leaving school and it is where we are today. 

In 2003, Les was unanimously elected as President of
NAFBAE and in 2004 the Association celebrated its 100 year
anniversary. Les was very proud to be president during

such a milestone in its history. In 2000 Les joined the
Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths being the first
liveryman registered with the company in the new
millennium also joining the Worshipful Company of
Farriers in that same year. 

The business has continued to thrive with a varied range
of bespoke products. Examples include: fire welded bell
clappers, yielding straps for nuclear submarines and
thousands of ‘U’ bolts for hospital beds. Les was recently

asked by Cambridge University Metallurgy
Department to assist in the development 
of original heat resistant alloy steel for 
Rolls Royce to allow them to develop a new
generation of jet engines. Last year he was
asked to make a farriers' tool for the Master of
the Worshipful Company of Farriers and he
set to work to produce a most wonderful
Clinker Iron which has been admired by many. 

With the run up to his official pension age,
Les decided to have a project so purchased a
1937 Morgan sports car but unfortunately it
came in a million pieces! It now has a chassis
and four wheels and we look forward to its
maiden run; I just hope it won’t be pedal power!

Les has always had a love for farming and the
countryside. His great grandparents were farmers and he
has kept many farm animals including Tamworth Sandy
Back pigs (an obvious choice living in Tamworth) Angus
and Dexter cattle and Wiltshire Horn sheep which we still
keep today on our small holding. Les is also keen on looking
after wildlife and our smallholding doubles as a nature
reserve with Les spending most Sunday mornings walking
round to see if anything new has arrived.

With the winding down into retirement Les has taken a
back seat with regard to the running of the business our
works manager Wayne Smith will hopefully steer the
business to good fortune in the future. I don’t think Les will
ever fully retire since his many varied interests and skills he
is always being called upon to give his opinion. He is always
willing to help, explain and to pass on his knowledge to the
younger blacksmithing generation and we have hosted
many American Farriers within the exchange scheme
organised by NAFBAE. 

Hopefully the Morgan car will be finished in the not too
distant future and we shall be able to enjoy many days out
in the lovely summer months and for many years to come.

TO BE CONTINUED

Les during his Presidency of
NAFBAE

Les' Clinker Iron that was presented to the President of NAFBAE

Liveryman Les Armstrong A profile by Mrs J Armstrong
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I
n September I climbed aboard an
Irish budget airline plane at
Stansted heading in a South

Easterly direction and around 3 hours
later arrived in Plovdiv, the second
largest city in Bulgaria. Plovdiv's
history spans 6,000 years and with
traces of a Neolithic settlement it
ranks among the world's oldest cities.
The city has a multitude of historic
sites including magnificent Roman
amphitheatres and a Circus Maximus.

The venue for the first Bulgarian
Blacksmithing Festival was the
medieval Old City, and on the first 
day of my arrival I was introduced 
to the other blacksmiths all of whom
were Bulgarian. The organisation and
effort that had gone in to setting up 
the forges and equipment in a 
cobbled street with a backdrop of a
medieval wall was first class and I 

was immediately made welcome 
and allocated a forge and anvil.
Unfortunately, having none of my
own tools I had to rely on the
generosity of my fellow smiths which
was not ideal but they were all patient
and helpful even though we were in 
a competitive situation.

The first task was for each of
us to forge a traditional Door
Knocker from a piece of 25mm
square bar. After spending a
considerable amount of time
forging most of the bar to a
reduced cross section several
of us had the unfortunate
experience of stress fractures
in our bars which ruined our
pieces meaning that we had to
start again! Poor quality steel
was blamed and a fresh batch
was quickly found which
proved to be more satisfactory.

At the end of the day we had all
completed our pieces but I had
aggravated an old wrist injury that

regrettably prevented me from taking
any further part in the competition 
the second part of which was to 
make a window grill throughout 
the remaining three days of the
festival. The quality of work and 
the enthusiasm of the smiths 
was exhilarating to watch and 
some fantastic work was produced.
Not being able to take part I spent 
time welcoming tourists of many
nationalities to the event, explaining
the finer points of blacksmithing to
them and visiting many of the historic
sites of Plovdiv.

On the evening of the first day of the
festival, I was honoured to be invited
to join a procession of musicians,
dancers and public figures many of
whom were in traditional Bulgarian
dress. As a representative of the WCB
I was dressed in a livery gown and hat
which caused some degree of curiosity
amongst the locals! The procession

moved through the streets of the new
shopping area and ended in the Old
Town stopping en route for displays of
traditional music and dance, fire
dancers and jugglers. The rite of fire
dancing is one of the oldest Bulgarian
folk traditions and was once practiced
by an ancient Thracians cult that
worshipped the sun. 

The procession ended in the vicinity
of the forges and more music and
dance was followed by speeches from
local dignitaries and yours truly.
Fortunately, an interpreter was on
hand for my speech during which I
made a presentation to the Chairman
of the Plovdiv City Council Mr Ilko
Nikolov, of a WCB shield and a copy of
David Hey's book; The Worshipful
Company of Blacksmiths which
included an inscription by our Prime
Warden; Mike Shepherd.

After four days the Festival closed
with prizes being awarded to the
champion smiths and certificates
given to all participants. In the
evening, blacksmiths, friends and
relatives, together with other local
crafts people adjourned to a local

restaurant for an excellent
celebration where I was
introduced to the intricacies of
folk dancing and persuaded to
sing with the band!

This was my first visit to
Bulgaria but I am sure will not
be my last. The friendliness,
hospitality and kindness of all
I met will linger long in my
memory. I understand that
plans are afoot for future
festivals so I would encourage
anyone to make the trip and
learn about this fascinating
country and culture.

Bulgarian Blacksmithing Festival

The Champion- Mr Lubomir Angelov

Merv Allen FWCB

The Blacksmiths

Making the presentation to Mr Ilko Nikolov With Lazar Uromov – both in traditional garb



7

T
he Awards Luncheon provides the opportunity for all to celebrate our
noble craft and to honour those who have reached the high standards
of achievement required to become National Blacksmithing Champions

or to become recipients of the major Company Awards.
This year it was a great honour to welcome the Lord Mayor, Alderman Fiona

Woolf, CBE who presented Illuminated Addresses to mark achievements of
special relevance to the City of London. To Steven Miller AWCB and Susan Miller

for the Design and Construction 
of the Treloar's Arch and to
Terence Clark FWCB, Adrian
Legge FWCB LWCB and Stephen
Rook FWCB for Developing the
Blacksmithing Protocols for the
Livery Companies Apprenticeship
Scheme.

In her address, the Lord
Mayor honoured Steven Miller
AWCB and Susan Millers' work
on the Treloar's Arch by stating
that, 'The Arch was one of the
stand-out exhibits at last year's
Lord Mayor's Show and it was, I
think, one of the most moving

things I have been involved with
as Lord Mayor'. She also made
reference to the tremendous
amount of work carried out by
Terence Clark, Adrian Legge and
Stephen Rook she made note
that, 'Just like the UK as a 
whole, the Livery Companies
rely utterly on the excellence of
the next generation'. 

It was also very pleasing to
record that the Lord Mayor
considers this publication to be 
'a model newsletter'!

Michaelmas Court & Awards
Luncheon

Michelle Parker FWCB LWCB with the Lord Mayor and
Past Prime Warden, Adrian Oliver. Michelle forged the rose

that was presented to the Lord Mayor at our Banquet in
May. Michelle was unable to attend the Banquet so Adrian
introduced her to the Lord Mayor after the Awards lunch

The Lord Mayor meets Craft Warden, Richard Regan and
Clerk, Martin Heath

Wendy Alford AWCB with Prime Warden presenting the Lord Mayor with Wendy's traditionally forged 
naturalistic themed panel

Caption Competition

You Scratch
My Back, I’ll
Scratch Yours

T
he relationship between the
WCB and the British Artist
Blacksmiths Association has

at times been tense. So it was 
an auspicious occasion when 
one of the founders of BABA, 
Dick ‘I don’t join organisations, 
I start them’ Quinnell became a
Liveryman at the Michaelmas
Court. He followed the ancient
tradition of a new Liveryman
presenting the Company with his
‘Masterpiece’ to demonstrate the
quality of his workmanship. These
two back scratchers beautifully
symbolise the relationship between
the two organisations – different
but complementary – and they will
join the Company treasures. 

Your chance to win a bottle of
Berry Bros. Champagne for the

best 'printable' answer.

Entries to the Editor please
(metalwizard@btinternet.com) by
28th February latest. Judging will 
be by the Prime Warden and the
winner announced at the Lady Day
Court Luncheon on 26th March.

Photography by M. O’Sullivan
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Award Win  

Photography by  

The Requirements for Awards are described on ou   

Presented by the Craft Warden, Richard Regan

Roy Abbott Alex Coode Nigel Stenning

Diploma of Merit

Camelia Botnar Foundation Cup Stanley Allcard Cup Blacksmiths Army Cup

William Holland

Wendy Alford Simon Doyle Robbie SavillDyfed Wyn Jones

Daniel Richardson Louis de la Torre David Waight FWCB accepting 
on behalf of Paul Hunter

Jason Balchin Alexander (Jim) Head Anthony Morrell
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       ur website www.blacksmithscompany.org.uk

Paul Gilbert Richard Jones

Reserve National Champion Blacksmith

Steven Miller, Susan Miller Adrian Legge, Terence Clarke, Stephen Rook

Richard Jones

Reserve National  Live Championship Blacksmith

Bronze Medal Silver Medal

National Champion
Blacksmith The Tonypandy Cup

National Live Championship 
Blacksmith

Illuminated Addresses for the 
Design and Construction of the

Treloar’s Arch

Illuminated Addresses for Developing the
Blacksmithing Protocols for the Livery

Companies Apprecticeship Scheme

Presented by the Renter Warden, Nigel Whitehead

Baptiste Deleau Arkadiusz Kropidlowski Michael Maxen

Presented by the Prime Warden, Michael Shepherd

Presented by the Lord Mayor, Alderman Fiona Woolf, CBE

Malcolm Shepherd Andrew Hopper – Full details of Andrew’s award 
will be published in the next edition
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The Prime Warden’s Weekend

E
ach Prime Warden chooses the
theme of their weekend and
mine was 'In the steps of

Royalty'.
The weekend started with thirty-

six participants assembling on a May
Friday afternoon at the Grange City
hotel, just behind the Tower of
London. Jane and I arrived hot foot
from Sheffield where we had
represented the Company the night
before, but several of our guests had
travelled further still. Gift bags, in 
the Company colours of yellow and

black, awaited our guests containing
jars of Jane's home made marmalade
and jam spoons made specially by
Mike Roberts, one of our two Gold
Medal Blacksmiths.

Our first event was dinner inside
the Tower, in the Officers Mess of the
Fusiliers. It was a delightful warm
dry evening as we walked over to the
Tower in evening dress attracting
curious glances from tourists (doesn't
everyone dress for dinner?) and
assembled outside the front gate as
the last visitors were ushered out. 

When the Tower is empty of tourists
it a peaceful place, despite its history
and that many still live inside its 
walls. We were treated to a tour by a
Yeoman Warder before we entered the
Officer’s Mess of the Royal Regiment
of Fusiliers for dinner. First a glass of
fizz while we looked around the
Regimental Museum before sitting
down to our formal dinner. There is
something special about condensation
running down the outside a silver
goblet of white wine, especially when

the goblet is more than one hundred
years old, donated by an Ensign upon
joining the Regiment. An excellent
meal in a wonderful location. As 
dusk fell a Yeoman Warder came in 
to collect us for the Ceremony of the
Keys. Every night the Tower is 
locked up with a formal ceremony
unchanged for at least 700 years. 
Very moving. My special thanks to 
Lt Colonel John Sanders for being 
our host. Afterwards we adjourned 
to the hotel bar to continue the
Blacksmith's tradition of putting the

world to rights. 
The next morning

dawned sunny again as
we boarded a coach for
the journey out to
Hampton Court. We
were greeted by our
extremely experienced
guides who gave us 
a tour of the palace
including some areas
not generally open to the
public. Then it was 'free
time' to explore areas of
special interest, be it 
the gardens, the Tijou
screen or the Gift Shop. 

Then a short walk to the river to
meet our boat, I've never chartered a
boat before, that would take us down
river to Tower Pier following the route
of Kings and Queens. There is even a
section of riverbank kept deliberately
wild for use as a background for
historical films! To begin the river was
narrow and we had to keep close to
one side as rowing boats raced up the
other side. Then the river widened and
our captain could relax.
We enjoyed the traditional
Blacksmith's 'light lunch'
and the bar did good
business. The foredeck was
full as we made ourselves
comfortable in the sun to
admire the view and enjoy
relaxed company. That is a
major feature of these
weekends, the chance to
get to know your fellow
Liverymen. Few of us had
made this journey before
and all were intrigued that
there were so many houses

backing onto the river and so much
wildlife. The captain gave us a
running commentary pointing out
points of interest including the
floating den of a reclusive millionaire.
As we entered central London the
familiar landmarks started to appear,
but seen from a new angle. 

The good weather had brought
out the pleasure boats and they were
queuing up to disembark at Tower
Pier. However our our captain
nipped in before an immense Bateau
Mouche and we were not delayed.
Then a chance to change before
experiencing modern London with
dinner in an Anglo-Indian fusion
restaurant, then back once more to
the hotel bar.

After breakfast on Sunday morning
we returned to the Tower, this time to
be first in for our private viewing of
the Crown Jewels. Just us and the
Crown Jewels gazing at each other, a
unique experience. Afterwards we
were free to explore the Tower with
many attending the Sung Mass at St
Mary ad Vincula, the church within
the walls. 

We concluded our weekend with a
fish and chip lunch on refectory tables
at a surprisingly good restaurant for a
tourist location, bounded on three
sides by the Tower, Tower Bridge and
the river. Then it was time to say our
goodbyes and set off for home.

Thank you to all that joined us for
a wonderful weekend. Next year
Michael will be having his weekend
on the 12th to 14th of June and
details will be sent out to all in the
New Year.

Adrian Oliver
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The Election Court 2014

V
intner’s Hall was the venue for this year’s Election
Court held on 31st July.  In a short address to the
Father and Members of the Court of Wardens and

Assistants, retiring Prime Warden Mr Adrian Oliver
spoke of his year in office, throughout which his aim had
been to raise the profile of the Company within the City
and to draw the Craft closer to the Company, both of
which he thought had been achieved.

Having previously been nominated as Prime Warden
for the year ensuing, Mr Michael Shepherd was
unanimously elected to that office. Mr Nigel Whitehead
was elected as Renter Warden, Mr Adrian Oliver as Third
Warden and Mr Richard Regan MBE as Craft Warden. 

After Past Prime Warden Mr Christopher Childs had
read the Admonition to the Wardens, Mr Shepherd
tendered the grateful thanks of the Court to Mr
Christopher Childs for the very able manner in which he
had discharged the several duties pertaining to the office
of Warden.

Past Prime Warden Mr Brian Land was unanimously
elected to continue in the office of The Father of the
Company, Mr Geoffrey Fairfax as Beadle, Liveryman The
Reverend  A N Berry as the Honorary Chaplain and
Liveryman Mrs J A Minchinton as Honorary Archivist. 

The following were elected as Chairmen of the
respective committees: Liveryman Mr S J  Davis – Craft
Committee; Liveryman M H Abraham – Finance
Committee; Past Prime Warden Mr R K C Bole – Property
Advisory Committee; Past Prime Warden Mr J L Barber
DL – Charitable Trust and  Third Warden Mr A P
Oliver – Publicity and Public Relations. 

Past Prime Warden and Father of the Company Mr B
F Land, Past Prime Warden Mr B J M Iles and Past Prime
Warden Mr R Lyons were unanimously elected as
Directors of the Blacksmiths Holding Company.

Journeyman Assistant Mr R A Sage was unanimously
elected as Webmaster.

On conclusion the Court dined with no outside guests.

New Liverymen
MIDSUMMER COURT

Sergeant Paul Hunter – 5 times Winner of the Army
Blacksmiths’ Cup, currently serving in Sierra Leone.
Proposed by PPW Hugh Adams.

Colonel Jane Davis OBE, QVRM, TD, DL, RGN – TA
Army Nurse and Deputy Lieutenant for Greater London.
Proposed by Sir David Brewer.

Mr David Harvey Watts – A retired Company Director.
Proposed by Ricky Toomey.

MICHAELMAS COURT

Mr Richard Quinnell MBE, CWCB – A practicing
blacksmith and Companion of the Company. Proposed
by the Father of the Company.

Mr Anthony Jonathan Bowles – A self-employed
architect. Proposed by his father Colonel William 
Bowles.

We wish all five new Liverymen continued success and
look forward to welcoming them to Company events.

New Clothing

W
e are delighted to announce
a new range of WCB fleeces
and polo shirts.

Please note that the items with WCB
Crests are to be worn by Liverymen,
wives and/or husbands only. The
other items have an anvil with a
crossed tools motif and inscription,
“By hammer and hand all arts do
stand” which can be worn by anyone.

The fleeces are generously sized
and all items can be purchased at
WCB events. 

Please make orders via the Clerk.

WCB Crested Fleece ......... £41.00
WCB Crested Polo ............ £30.20
Anvil Fleece........................ £32.60
Anvil Polo .......................... £29.15

All prices plus P&P
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Past Prime Warden Chris Childs Introduces our
New Clerk, Martin Heath

M
artin became our Clerk on 18th August this year
and took the reins at very short notice. He served
for 34 years as an officer in the RAF Regiment,

and as there is no RAF equivalent to
describe his appointment, in Royal
Navy terms it was a ‘pier head jump’.
This is a job that is taken up at very
short notice and is derived from the
need to take a running jump from the
end of the pier because the ship has
actually begun to slip and proceed.
Our outgoing Clerk Christopher Jeal
had left and his nominated successor
had resigned through illness. The
Blacksmiths remain most grateful that
Christopher came back for one day a
week up to the Awards luncheon and
helped Martin understand the task.

Martin has calmly settled into the position as Clerk
methodically bringing order to our affairs. He is a man that
is rarely phased by a situation and his time in Iraq, Belize,
Falklands, Bosnia, First Gulf War and Afghanistan has given
him clear thinking. He specialised in Surface to Air missile
systems and his most rewarding time in the service was
when he commanded the Rapier Squadron at Lossiemouth. 

There was no doubt that Martin would join the RAF; 
he was born in Aden when his father was serving there, 

but he was brought up in Cambridgeshire. As a 
schoolboy he showed a talent for soccer and had a trial
with Peterborough United to become professional; he

joined up instead. He loves the
outdoor life and whilst in the RAF
became a military downhill and ski
touring instructor, and for two years
commanded a mountain rescue team.
He is qualified in deer management
and still does work with the MoD, a
Hampshire landowner and the Police.

Martin always considers things
most carefully and when he left 
the RAF, he spent a year as Bursar 
at a Hampshire preparatory school,
time with a property management 
and financial services company and
worked abroad with his wife 

Deborah as ski guide.
Deborah or Deb as she prefers to be called is a primary

school teacher in Hampshire, and in her spare time a riding
instructor. She is keen to support Martin and will attend
functions whenever appropriate. Currently they are
training Tess their black Labrador to be a gundog.

Martin has two daughters who have both graduated
through university; one is looking to be a teacher and the
other works for a software company.

Treloars Gala Dinner

I
n 1906 the Lord Mayor of London, Sir William Purdie
Treloar, founded Treloar’s and it has been supported
by Lord Mayors ever since including our Past Prime

Warden Sir David Brewer.
Treloar School and College provides education, care,

therapy, medical support and independence providing a
life changing experience for severely disabled children
and young people enabling them to live, learn, and
integrate into society.

In October, with the kind permission of the Lord Mayor,
Fiona Woolf, a Gala Dinner in support of Treloar’s took
place in the magnificent Egyptian Room at Mansion House.
With our continuing link through the Treloar’s Arch, it 
was logical for the Blacksmiths to take a table and we 
were represented by the Prime Warden Michael Shepherd
and his wife Lara, Third Warden Adrian Oliver with his 
wife Jane, daughter, son-in-law and Liverymen Ben Oliver,
Liveryman Steve Miller with his wife Sue and Liveryman
Maurice Greenberg. 

The Lord Mayor was unable to attend as she was away
on civic duties, but her Locum gave a speech which
included some very complimentary remarks about the
Blacksmiths Company and the working Blacksmiths who
helped make the Arch. 

Prior to the dinner enthusiastic entertainment was
provided by Treloar’s Students: William Aarnott, Amy
Collins, Bethany Sheppard and Henry Slaughter singing
a selection of songs from both World Wars with everyone
present encouraged to join in.

After an excellent dinner, serious fund raising took
place with a Silent Auction, Live Auction and Raffle. Not
content with having masterminded the Arch, Steve Miller
brought along a Wrought Iron Plant Stand – some twenty
hours of work – for the Live Auction to which the guest
speaker Alan Titchmarsh sportingly added a plant from
his own garden.

Liveryman Maurice Greenberg

Martin and his wife Deborah
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N
ow that we have just about 
got our breath back we would
like to extend our sincere

gratitude to all those who in ways 
both great and small participated 
and supported the International
Black smithing Festival. With the help
of the many enthusiastic and
dedicated helpers we firmly believe
that we delivered an event that will
rank among the best blacksmithing 
get-togethers that this country has seen.

To all those Demonstrators,
Competitors, Blacksmiths, Judges,
Auction Donators and Organisers,
Stewards, Sponsors and Crew who
gave their valuable time and energies,
we are forever in your debt and hope
that all that visited Westpoint had an
educational and enjoyable few days.
There are far too many individuals
and organisations to name but you
know who you are and you can be 
sure that your support will not be
forgotten – THANK YOU!

The big disappointment was the
low public turn-out. In spite of 
wide advertising we did not attract 
the expected numbers. Although
disappointing, we have learned
important lessons and the many
words of praise and encouragement
gives us heart and makes our efforts
worthwhile. 

We were astounded by the quality
of work produced in the competitions
and amazed by the standard achieved
in the short time available. We are
certain that Westpoint will be
delighted with the panels and will
keep you posted in this regard. The
Westpoint Panels are:
Team A 'Country Living' – Y dyfodol,

Wales
Team B 'Flora and Fauna' – Army,

REME Blacksmiths

Team C 'Cattle' – Edenbridge &
Oxted Show Team, South Of
England

Team D 'Forestry' – Ambachtelijke
Smedersgilde, Belgium

Team E 'Sheep' – North of England
Blacksmiths

Team F 'Poultry' – Irish Artist
Blacksmith Association

Team G 'Agricultural Implements' –
The Iron Knights, Blacksmiths of
Galilee

Team H 'Horses' – Design and
Forging Skills Team, Hereford
College

Competition results:
TEAM COMPETITION Judged by

Paul Allen LWCB, FWCB, LCGI &
Kevin Boys FWCB
Presented by Mr Mike Shepherd –
Prime Warden of the WCB

First Place: Trophy & £600, title of
'Best International Blacksmith
Team 2014' – South of England
Edenbridge & Oxted Show
Team – 'Cattle'
NB!  We extend our sincere thanks to

the South of England team for generously
donating their prize money to the IBF.

Second Place: £300 & title of 'Reserve
Best International Blacksmith
Team 2014' – North of England
Team – 'Sheep'

Third Place: £150 – Welsh (Y
dyfodol) – 'Country Living'

FAVOURITE PANEL as judged by
Mr John Maunder, Chairman of the
Board of Management – Devon
County Agricultural Association
and his wife Sarah – IBF Cups
Presented by Mr John Bellamy –
The Iron Knights, Blacksmiths of
Galilee – 'Agricultural Implements'

INDIVIDUAL COMPETITION 
Judged by Paul Allen LWCB, FWCB,

LCGI & Kevin Boys FWCB
and sponsored by: The Worshipful
Company of Blacksmiths
Presented by Mr Mike Shepherd -
Prime Warden of the WCB

First Place: Shield & £300, title of
'International Blacksmith
Champion 2014'
Nick Bates

Second Place: £200 & title of 'Reserve
International Blacksmith
Champion 2014'
Richard Hillam

Third Place: £100
Dave Harman
NB!  We extend our sincere thanks to

Dave Harman for generously donating
his prizemoney to the IBF.

THE STUDENT COMPETITION
Judged by Paul Allen LWCB,
FWCB, LCGI & Kevin Boys FWCB
and sponsored by: South West
Galvanizers (Wedge Group)
Presented by Mr Anthony
Wonnacott 
– General Manager, South West
Galvanizers (Wedge Group)

First Place: Trophy & £150, title
'International Student Blacksmith
Champion 2014'
Mary Carr

Second Place: £100 & title 'Reserve
International Student Blacksmith
Champion 2014'
Jack Dowe

Third Place: £50
James Osborne

Message from the IBF Organisers

If you would like to see all of our photographer's images please go to:
www.emma-sutcliffe.wix.com/emma and www.flickr.com/photos/125218917@N02/



W
estpoint Show Ground near Exeter in Devon;
home of the Guild of Wrought Iron Craftsmen of
Wessex, The Blacksmiths Guild and Blacksmiths

Training Centre, hosted the International Blacksmithing
Festival between the 13th and 16th August. This attracted
blacksmiths from all over the world who gathered to
celebrate and showcase Blacksmithing, to display their
varied skills and to compete as individuals and teams for the
title of International Blacksmith 2014. Blacksmiths from the
USA, Bulgaria, Ireland, Belgium, Israel, Germany, Wales,
England and other countries were among those participating.

In addition to traditional blacksmithing many other skills
were on display including: smelting, casting – both ferrous
and non-ferrous metals, toolmaking, horseshoeing,
locksmithing, sculpture and coppersmithing.

Masterclasses for experienced Blacksmiths were also
available in firewelding, coppersmithing, lead working,
locksmithing, toolmaking and many others. In addition,
there were a variety of interesting talks and discussions on
a number of subjects available to both blacksmiths and
members of the public. Amongst the speakers it was a
privilege to hear Sir David Brewer presenting a talk on 'The
City of London Livery Companies'. In 2005/6 Sir David
served his term of office as Lord Mayor of London and since
2008 has been Her Majesty's representative in Greater
London in his capacity as Lord Lieutenant. Sir David is also
a Past Master of the Worshipful Company of Merchant
Taylors and a Liveryman of the Insurers' and Blacksmiths'
Companies; he has been President of the London Cornish
Association since 2005.

Hands on forging sessions for adults and the younger
generation, under the guidance and supervision of

experienced blacksmiths were also held. The younger
generation have-a-go forging sessions were supervised by
appropriately named Robert and Carol Smith. Those taking
part were suitably clothed and protected and surprised
themselves with what they were able to produce, with the
added bonus of keeping what they had made.

Many displays of the Blacksmiths Craft, decorative,
aesthetic and practical were available for examination 
and purchase. The Belgian Blacksmiths displayed a 
model Cenotaph which is to be erected at Ypres in 2016 to
commemorate the Battle of 1916. The Cenotaph will 
be rectangular approximately 7 metres tall by 2 metres 
wide, surrounded by poppies at its base, with 25 panels; 
13 large, constructed by Master Blacksmiths and 12 small,
constructed by Apprentices. When viewed from above the
panels form the layout of the 1916 Ypres trenches.

On the evening of the 16th the prize giving and awards
took place together with food and music. Congratulations to
all the winners.

Other events over the four days included displays of
country crafts including: a wheelwright, basket making,
weaving, rush and cane seating, beadwork, jewellery, hand
spinning and textiles. There were also displays of morris
dancing, falconry, juggling, medieval re-enactments, and
cooking demonstrated by celebrity chef John Burton-Race
on a forge which ruined his pots and pans – but the food was
delicious! Other attractions included: a mobile massage
service, fairground rides, face painting, magician, juggler,
bouncy castle, archery and a coconut shy.

Although the English weather played a part in keeping
the footfall down, all taking part had an enjoyable time with
many new contacts and friendships being forged.

Geoff Dodd – Third Generation Blacksmith

G
eoff Dodd, blacksmith of
Spalding, has passed away
aged 85 years. Geoff was the

third generation of his family to be the
Blacksmith at Chain Bridge Forge in
Spalding Lincolnshire. The Dodd
family owned the Forge for 102 years
until Geoff’s retirement.

Geoff described himself as a
‘reluctant blacksmith’ as he gave up
the chance to go to university in the
fifties to help in the family business. As
demand for traditional blacksmith
work declined, Geoff found a new
outlet for his creative skills with the
advent of the Spalding Flower Parade.
For over 40 years he created the metal
framework for the floats interpreting
the increasing aspirations of the
designer.

The Forge remained in much the
same condition as it was when his
grandfather took it on in 1899, a time
warp from the 19th Century.

In 2011 Geoff’s ambition was
realised when “The Friends of Chain
Bridge Forge” was formed and created
a living Museum that could tell the
story of Blacksmithing and the
community around the Forge. Geoff
was integral part of this process
generously sharing his knowledge
and expertise and created the ethos of
the guided tour.

The Forge opened in 2012 and is
now a living museum with a new
Blacksmith and passion to continue
his legacy. 

The Forge also encourages young
people to have a go and to date over

300 young people have made a coat
hook under the watchful eye of the
Blacksmith.

The Friends of Chain Bridge Forge
feel very privileged to have helped
Geoff to create a museum to
Blacksmithing, a legacy to Geoff.

Note: Chain Bridge Forge is open 
to the public. For details see
www.southhollandlife.com

International Blacksmithing Festival
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Liveryman Maurice Greenberg

Geoff Taylor of Chain Bridge Forge

Geoff Shoeing a Horse in the 1950s
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Offertory Candle Stand for St. Lawrence Jewry

I
t was in 2011 that Past Prime
Warden John McCuin was
approached by an old friend David

Parrott, now the Vicar of St Lawrence
Jewry, asking if the Blacksmiths could
make them an Offertory Candle Stand.

St Lawrence Jewry 'close by
Guildhall', is the Church of the City of
London Corporation and many Civic
services take place there so to have a
piece of our craft there would reflect
well upon the Company. First designs
were drawn up by John Cullin and
Steve Miller. After due consideration
by the Church Authorities the design
was finalised and Steve, who had

barely finished the Arch for Treloar's,
started work upon it in early 2014.

The candle stand is located in the
Chapel in the tower, which was the
only part of the Church left standing
after the Blitz. The Church was rebuilt
in 1957 and annually in July a service
takes place to re-dedicate the Church.
This year the Chapel was also being 
re-dedicated to celebrate the 350th
Anniversary of the Royal Marines
Corps. In addition to our candle stand
a beautiful frontal to the Altar was
made by Amanda MacEachen. 

The service of re-dedication started
with Lessons read by Major General

Martin Smith Commandant General
of the Royal Marines and the Prime
Warden. The Lessons pleasingly
included references to Blacksmiths.
Then the Vicar led the Lord Mayor,
Commandant General of the Royal

Marines, Prime Warden, Steve Miller
and Amanda MacEachen into the
Chapel for the dedication, which was
relayed to those remaining in the main
body of the Church. 

The Chapel will also form a place
for Peace and Prayer in the centre of
our busy Metropolis

Our thanks to KatrinaSLJ for the
photograph inside the Chapel.  

So what is the Court and what does it do?
Past Prime Warden Adrian Oliver explains

T
hroughout this Newsletter you will see reference 
to 'the Court' but who are they and how does it
work?

The Court is essentially the Board of Directors of the
Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths. It holds five formal
Court meetings (Board Meetings) each year to discuss and
decide the course that the Company will take. The Court
comprises twenty-five voting members: 'Assistants below
the Chair' (those who have not yet been a Warden), four
Wardens and the remainder are Past Prime Wardens,
PPWs for short. The Father of the Company is the most
senior Past Prime Warden who uses their experience to
ensure that protocols and procedures are properly
followed. The Clerk is a paid employee of the Company
whose job is to turn the Court's decisions into action. 

The Wardens form an inner group of decision makers
who are responsible for the day to day running of the
Company under the leadership of the Prime Warden. The
most junior is the Craft Warden, with special responsibility
for liaison with the Craft. The Renter Warden is responsible
for Finance. The Prime Warden is in overall charge – the
Managing Director. The Third Warden is the immediate
Past Prime Warden who offers advice and continuity 
and can stand in for the Prime Warden when necessary.
The Wardens hold another four formal meetings each 

year, Warden's Courts, along with the Father of the
Company, not to mention numerous email and telephone
communications.

The Wardens are advised by Committees upon Finance,
the Craft, Charity, Publicity and other specialist matters.
The Committees generally meet three times a year, more
often if necessary. Liverymen who express an interest in
helping, and have the relevant skills, may be invited to
serve on those Committees. 

Assistants below the Chair aspire to become Wardens,
but to do that they first have to learn how the Company
works, about the City of London and, not least, about our
living Craft. This process takes at least five years during
which they will serve upon and chair the Committees that
meet several times a year to give advice to the Wardens. 

The Prime Warden attends the Court and Warden's
Court meetings plus as many of the Committee meetings as
they can. Thus they will attend about thirty administrative
meeting during their year. No sinecure!

Traditionally, vacancies only arose on the Court when
PPWs passed away. However PPWs are now encouraged
to become 'Emeritus' after ten years of being a PPW. This
means that they give up their vote on the Court and so
allow another Liveryman to join as an Assistant, thus
bringing new blood into the Court.
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Prices:

• Livery Tie £10 (Liverymen only)

• ‘Social Tie’ £22

• Umbrella £15

• Cuff Links £66.50

• Brooches £72.50

All items available from the Clerk, Martin Heath.

A limited supply might be available at Court luncheons.

Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths’ Shop

Show Dates 2015Diary of Events 2015

Copies of the excellent photographs taken by Michael
O’Sullivan of the Awards Luncheon and other formal

events and reproduced in the Newsletter can be obtained
directly from:

www.michaelosullivanphotography.co.uk 
or michaelphotography@tiscali.co.uk

Telephone: 020 8363 8350

Copies of photographs

Previous issues of the
Newsletter
Past issues of the Newsletter can be accessed through the

Company website:
www.blacksmithscompany.org.uk

•
click on Livery

•
click on Newsletters

Editor: Merv Allen

e-mail: metalwizard@btinternet.com

Telephone: 01342 841742

North Somerset Show May 4th 

Devon County Show May 21st, 22nd, 23rd 

Royal Bath & West Show May 27th, 28th, 29th, 30th 

Royal Cornwall Show June 4th, 5th, 6th

South of England Show June 11th, 12th, 13th

Three Counties Show June 12th, 13th 14th

Great Yorkshire Show* July 14th, 15th, 16th 

Royal Welsh Show July 20th, 21st, 22nd, 23rd

New Forest & Hampshire Show July 28th, 29th, 30th

Edenbridge & Oxted Show August 30th, 31st

Dorset County Show September 5th, 6th
*Not part of the National Blacksmithing Competition

Other Blacksmithing Event
St. Clems Day, Finch Foundry,  
Sticklepath, Okehampton, Devon November 21st

Invitations will be sent to all Liverymen 
but please put these in your diary now

22nd January – Epiphany Court and Luncheon 
Our Epiphany Court lunch will be held at the magnificent  Tallow
Chandlers Hall, close by Cannon Street station. All Liverymen, their
partners and guests are invited to join the Court in banishing the
Winter blues. The Tallow Chandlers refer to this as their New Hall,
having only been built in 1668, after their old hall was lost in the 
Great Fire of London.

10th February – Visit to 'The Home of The Magic Circle'
A magical evening is guaranteed with your chance to visit this world
famous venue. As well as the Museum and Club Room Bar there will
be a dazzling live show. 

9th March – Clifford Champion Dinner 
Clifford Champion Dinner at the Clothworkers' Hall. Through the
generosity of the late Past Prime Warden Clifford Champion, one
hundred Liverymen (sorry no guests) enjoy an evening of the best
food, wine and musical entertainment. Written invitations will be sent
to all Liverymen for this event, it will be strictly first come first served
and the spaces will be filled very quickly.

20th March – United Guilds Service 
The United Guilds Service where the all Livery Companies fill St Paul's
Cathedral with colour and singing. Started during the darkest days 
of the Second World War to raise the spirits of Londoners, it is still 
an inspiring occasion. Ticket only event, traditionally followed by an
informal lunch at a Livery Hall.

26th March – Lady Day Court and Luncheon
Our Lady Day Court lunch will be held at the Pewterer's Hall, one of 
the most sparkling Halls in the City. The Court lunches gives Liverymen
the opportunity to entertain partners, friends and business colleagues 
in splendid surroundings that are not generally open to the public.

24th April – Mansion House Banquet  
Our Annual Banquet will be held at Mansion House. We are very
fortunate to be able to dine each year at the home of the Lord Mayor.
You have seen the magnificence of Mansion House on the television, 
it looks even better in real life. This is an opportunity to dress up and
enjoy an evening of food, wine and music in one of the most beautiful
and prestigious places in the country. The Blacksmiths are noted for
our hospitality and this is an occasion not to be missed. 

29th to Sunday 31st of May – Prime Warden's Weekend 
The Prime Warden's Weekend gives an opportunity for Liverymen 
and partners to meet in relaxed surroundings. Every year is different
and details will be released in the New Year.

24th June – Election of Sheriffs 

2nd July – Midsummer Court and Dinner – Painters’ Hall
At Mid-Summer the Court meets in the afternoon followed by Dinner,
specifically to give an opportunity to Liverymen and their guests to
attend who are not able to take a long lunch.

30th July – Elections Court

29th September – Election of Lord Mayor  

22nd October – Michaelmas Court and Awards 
Luncheon – Painters’ Hall


