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Queen Elizabeth Gates in Somerset

Our front cover shows the 
new gates for the Church 
of St James the Great at

Winscombe in Somerset which were
designed and created by Richard
Bent FWCB.

Installed mid 2013, the gates were
a gift from the Friends of St James to
commemorate the Diamond Jubilee
of Queen Elizabeth II. 

The gates were hot forged from
mild steel bar and plate, every piece

went through the fire and under 
the hammer, to be finished with
patinated hot dip galvanizing.

The stone post to the left of the
picture was a new addition carved
from local stone. 

Tower Bridge Blacksmith

We have had an enquiry 
from a lady researching 
her family history. Her great

grandfather; William Tucker King 
was a blacksmith who originally lived

in Maidstone and after a move to
Bermondsey was involved in the
construction of Tower Bridge. 

It is believed that William, who may
have been educated at Christ's College

in Canterbury, was killed when a 
piece of metal shot through his eye.

If any of our readers can shed more
light on William it would be much
appreciated. 

First Words from your Editor

Hello again and welcome to the 44th Edition of 
your Newsletter which I hope you find an
enjoyable read. 

Firstly, I would like to extend my sincere thanks for all
his help and guidance over the years and best wishes for
the future to our former Clerk Christopher Jeal who, as I'm
sure you are aware, is retiring from active duties with the
Company. He will be greatly missed but his proud record
within the Company will be a lasting tribute to his skills.
Stuart Cloke is the new Clerk and I am sure you will join
me in welcoming him 'on-board'!

An important event to be noted is The International
Blacksmithing Festival which is being held at Westpoint
near Exeter from 13th to 16th August. This promises to be
a special occasion in the history of blacksmithing and
should not be missed. 

As usual I look forward to your comments and any
words you may have for including in future editions of the
Newsletter.

Merv Allen FWCB
metalwizard@btinternet.com

Why Violinists are like Blacksmiths
"To my mind the violinist is the prototype of the blacksmith. Music is of course one of the greatest arts, 

and the pursuit of it becomes a profession. But if we compare the organist with the violinist we have to admit
the latter is the greater artist because, as in the case of the blacksmith, he has to fashion his own notes" 

Sir William Henry Ellis. Quoted in 'The Blacksmiths' History', Tuckett, A. Lawrence & Wishart Ltd. 1974

Readers of Issue 41 of this Newsletter will recall a 
report of a major blacksmithing exhibition at the 
Titanic Experience in Belfast (www.titanicbelfast.com).

One of the outstanding exhibits was a scaled replica of 
one of Titanic's Lifeboats that was forged by members 
of IABA. We are pleased to report that the museum 
has now agreed to permanently display the lifeboat in a
prominent position. Anyone visiting Belfast is encouraged 
to tour the museum and check out this superb piece of
craftsmanship.

The Titanic Lifeboat is Home
Thanks to Colm Bagnal of the Irish Artist 
Blacksmiths Association (IABA)
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My Year as Prime Warden

Iam writing this with one month of my year as Prime
Warden still to go but already the attention is turning
from me to my successor for his year ahead. One is keenly

aware that it is a passing honour to be Prime Warden and my
ambition during the year was to raise the profile of the
Company within the City and the craft of Blacksmithing.

Last July I took over a steady ship from Christopher
Childs and thanks to his foresight in working as a team the
Wardens had an agreed course to steer.

Following the Election Court it was straight into the
County Show circuit with the New Forest Show. The Shows
are great fun, each with a style of their own and full of
characters. As an amateur blacksmith I welcomed the
opportunity to set hammer to hot iron and have left a variety
of not quite straight pokers and bottle openers to bemuse
judges at various events.

At the BABA AGM I made the point how very different
organisations, the WCB and BABA, can work together for
the common cause of Blacksmithing. BABA had developed
a course for Apprentices to which the WCB was able to add
funding from Government through the Livery Company
Apprenticeship Scheme. I was delighted to hear that the first
four Apprentices have now started with their Masters. Our
Livery Company is blessed with a living and thriving craft
and we have taken another step to support it. 

The big event for my year was the Lord Mayor’s Show,
planning for which had begun the previous November. 
We could not repeat the spectacular entry of 2006 and ours
was to be more modest with walkers around the HMS
Sultan steam lorry. At the first meeting of the organising
group, Steve Miller suggested ‘it would be nice to make
something to tow behind the lorry’ and we decided on a
garden arch that could be auctioned in aid of the Lord
Mayor’s Charity. The drawing was almost finished when
Chris Childs phoned me ‘Adrian, I’ve been to Treloars to
discuss repairing their wind vane (see page 3 of last July’s
Newsletter) and what they really need is an Arch!’ The 
co-incidence could not be ignored so Susan Miller designed
the ‘Moving On’ Arch for Treloars. It was made in a
ridiculously short time by thirty of our best Blacksmiths,
using pure iron donated by Past Prime Warden Don Barker.
It was assembled over two weekend forge-ins at Nigel
Barnett’s forge in Norfolk and Steve Miller’s forge in Essex.
It was ready for the Show and was widely admired. 

A memorable event was lunch with the Judges at the Old
Bailey. The two Sheriffs are responsible for the comfort of 
the Judges and I was invited by my namesake, Adrian
Waddingham. It was a privilege to be surrounded by razor
sharp minds that manage to retain their humanity despite
what is brought before them on a daily basis. 

Each year the Lord Mayor and Livery Masters visit
Treloars, a school and college founded by a former Lord
Mayor. This is an inspirational place where dedicated staff
educate and encourage severely disabled young people for
their life ahead. The Lord Mayor graced us by opening the
‘Moving On’ Arch which they have placed prominently in
the middle of their piazza. The Lord Mayor and I barely had
time to walk through it before the youngsters raced each

other to be next through Our Annual
Banquet was held at Mansion House in
the presence of the Lord Mayor who gave
a speech in which the Company and
Blacksmiths were most generously
praised. It was a most splendid and enjoyable evening.

My Prime Warden’s Weekend was held in London,
centred upon the Tower of London. We stayed in a hotel
adjacent to the Tower and on Friday night dined royally 
in the Officers Mess of the Fusiliers. On Saturday a coach
took  us to Hampton Court for a tour accompanied by most
experienced guides before our own river boat brought 
us down the Thames to Tower Pier. In the evening we
experienced modern London with Anglo-Indian cuisine.
Sunday morning began a personal viewing of the Crown
Jewels, just us and them, before choosing between exploring
the Tower or attending the Sunday service at the Church
inside the Tower. We concluded with a fish and chip lunch
overlooking the river.

The spring has brought more County Shows and with
them the excuse for a weekend or two in the country,
according to my wife the nearest I get to a holiday.

My wife Jane and I have been well entertained by other
Livery Companies and we have entertained in our turn.
With 109 Livery Companies (soon to be 110) it is impossible
to get to know all of one’s fellow Prime Wardens, Masters
and, not forgetting, the Upper Bailiff. However thirty-six
years ago the then Lord Mayor started the custom of a 
social weekend at Ironbridge in Shropshire from which
friendships and acquaintances have developed and will be
continued by our Past Masters group ‘14 All’.

One has learnt unexpected things from attending the
most diverse selection of events imaginable: lectures, church
services, presentations by charities and a lesson in cigar
rolling. For examples; should George Osborne lose his job 
as Chancellor of the Exchequer he could have a career in
stand-up comedy . The original ‘Top Gun’ fighter pilots
training school is now occupied by HMS Sultan. We have
had the privilege of visiting magnificent buildings not
generally open to the public and St Paul’s Cathedral has
become a home from home.

My year has seen its share of change with Christopher 
Jeal retiring as Clerk after sixteen years of devoted 
service. Christopher is a member of the ‘old school’ so 
we were completely astounded when asked what he 
might like as a leaving gift he replied a computer tablet.
Christopher has been made an Honorary Member of 
the Court and so the Company will continue to benefit from
his experience. 

The new Clerk, Stuart Cloke, was found through the
efforts of Chris Childs and John Shreeves and I thank them
for taking the task of recruitment from my shoulders.

My successor will be starting his year with a bang with the
International Festival of Blacksmithing at Westpoint in
Devon and I hope that as many of you as possible attend the
Festival between the 13th and 16th of August.

To conclude, my high point of the year? Probably being
kissed by the Lord Mayor at the Annual Banquet. 

Adrian Oliver
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Welcome to Our Gallant Clerk, Stuart Cloke

Stuart fully took the reins as our
Clerk at the start of July and
brings a wealth of administrative

experience from his 24 years service
with the Royal Air Force and 16 years
in the big wide commercial world.
After leaving the RAF he ran the ‘back
to work’ programme for the long term
unemployed in Newham and Tower
Hamlets, and was a management
consultant delivering organisation
and transformation change to Blue
Chip companies.

Stuart joined the Royal Air Force
at the age of 16 as an Airman and
rose to the rank of Squadron Leader.
En route he gained a Master’s
Degree specialising in Transport and
Logistics. This entitles him to be
called either Gallant Clerk or
Learned Clerk, because Clerks are
described as Gallant if they have
served in HM Forces and Learned if
they have studied for a degree.

The grounding Stuart received as
Staff Officer to two Air Marshals will
prove invaluable as he supports the
future generations of Prime Wardens.
Whilst serving in the USA he handled
all VIP aircraft transits, which often

involved VVIPs including the Prime
Minister, Her Majesty the Queen 
and members of the Royal Family.  
For the last 8 years Stuart was the
senior Director at the World Nuclear
Association – the International Trade
Association for nuclear energy. Stuart
represented 200 members and he
organised events and functions for up
to 450 people throughout the world.

He is used to working to tight 
budgets and schedules and delivering
to time and quality. Their loss is our
gain and his change management
experience and Information Technology
background will enable the WCB to
meet the modern challenges.

Stuart became a Freeman of the City
in 2003 and entered the Worshipful
Company of Coach and Coach
Harness Makers. After 4 years Stuart
found juggling the international 
travel demands of the World 
Nuclear Association impossible and
he stepped down as a Liveryman,
although a return is now a reality.  
With Stuart we have a rounded
individual who knows how to mix a
busy professional life with his wide
ranging interests. He has his own
power boat on the Medway and enjoys
golf, painting, playing the guitar,
model railways and classic cars.

Stuart’s wife Fiona very much
wants to be part of the team and
support him. She works as the 
Office Manager for the Private
Equity House, Bowmark Capital and
Fiona’s interests in her limited spare
time are art, design and travel. 

Chris Childs, Third Warden

Liveryman Dr Andrew Parmley Appointed
Sheriff

At the Midsummer Common Hall held in Guildhall, Liveryman of the
Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths, Alderman and Musician Dr.
Andrew Parmley and Citizen and Tobacco Pipe Maker Fiona Adler

were elected Sheriffs of the City of London. Two Sheriffs are elected annually
by the Liverymen of the City Livery Companies by acclamation, their
appointment being effective for one year from September in the year of their
election. It is an invariable custom that the Lord Mayor must previously have
served as a Sheriff.

A Sheriff’s duties include attending the Lord Mayor in carrying out his
official duties, attending the Sessions at the Central Criminal Court in the Old
Bailey and presenting petitions from the City to Parliament at the Bar of the
House of Commons. The Sheriffs live in the court house complex during their
year of service so that one of them can always be attendant on the judges.

Nigel Whitehead

Stuart and his wife Fiona

Photography by M. O’Sullivan
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At a meeting of the Masters
and Prime Wardens of the
Twelve Great Companies,

held at Goldsmiths’ Hall, on 1st
February 1943, it was decided to
hold a service in St Paul’s Cathedral
for the Livery Companies and Guilds
of the City of London. The idea
behind the service was to help lift
the spirits of the City following the
Blitz during the Second World War.
Having regard to the religious
origins of the Companies, Thursday
25th March 1943, Lady Day, was
selected as the date for the Service,

being the first day of the year
according to the Julian Calendar.

On Friday 4th April 2014  the
Masters, Prime Wardens and the
Upper Bailiff and Clerks of the City
Livery Companies gathered for the
72nd annual Service of the United
Guilds of the City of London which
has been held ever since in the
magnificent setting of the Cathedral.
They were joined by the Lord Mayor,
Alderman Fiona Woolf, the City
Marshal, the Chief Commoner, the
Serjeant-at-Arms, the Sword Bearer,
the Sheriffs and the Court of
Aldermen all resplendent in their
robes of office. 

Music by Bach, Schumann and

Elgar was played on the Cathedral’s
magnificent organ while members 
of the congregation arrived. The
Service began with the Chapter, the
Choir, the College of Minor Canons,
the Clergy of the City Deanery and 
the College of Canons processing from
the Dean’s Aisle to the West End. A
fanfare by The Fanfare Trumpeters of
the Band of the Parachute Regiment
signalled the commencement of the
Service, led by The Very Reverend
David Ison, Dean of St. Paul’s. To 
mark the 400th anniversary of the
granting of its Royal Charter in 1614,
an anthem commissioned by the
Worshipful Company of Founders
was sung by the Cathedral Choir.

The United Guilds Service at St Paul’s Cathedral
Nigel Whitehead

Atwo metre high tribute to
Isambard Kingdom Brunel
was unveiled in Rotherhithe

on Sunday 23rd March. Around a
hundred people turned out for the
ceremony, which is the first phase 
of a plan to build a fifteen metre
statue of the pioneering engineer.

The individually forged steel
letters unveiled at the weekend spell
out Brunel's name and were
designed and created by Kevin Boys
FWCB, the blacksmith at Surrey
Docks Farm. He and his apprentices
have been making them since
October 2013.

Pupils from Bacon's College School
in Rotherhithe also made their very
own 'hot carved' commemorative steel
plates', which have been riveted to the
side of the letters.

The letters are the precursor to 
the fifteen metre statue of Brunel 
that locals hope to build near the
entrance of the Thames Tunnel, the
first ever to be built under a
navigable river, constructed by
Brunel between 1825 and 1843.

Steve Cornish, Chairman of the
Brunel Statue Group successfully gained funding for
initial work back in 2006 at a packed community council
meeting. He is now trying to raise £1 million in private

donations to build and erect the main statue and its
Brunel Educational Amphitheatre, to create an 'historic
gateway to Rotherhithe'.

Brunel’s Name is set in Steel
The following article appeared in the 27th March edition of the Southwark News and is 
reproduced by kind permission of the author Oliver Pugh:  oliver@southwarknews.co.uk

Kevin Boys (left)
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Iwas honoured to be approached
and asked to produce a short
“report” on the Annual Banquet.

As Clerk Designate, I had the
privilege to attend this auspicious
occasion, and Third Warden Chris
Childs and Past Prime Warden John
Shreeves kindly invited my wife
Fiona to accompany me.

During the late afternoon of
Friday 2 May I experienced a mix of
emotions:  feelings of excitement and
anticipation, a sense of pride, and
curiosity over what many consider 
to be the highlight of the Company
year. There was also the stark
realisation that this year I would be
experiencing the event, whilst next
year I would be responsible for
organising it.

As ever Christopher Jeal had 
been meticulous in the preparation
for the evening. Upon arrival, guests
met and mingled, before moving up
the staircase to the Prime Warden
and Wardens receiving line. I recall
the splendour of the surroundings
and the serenade of the London
Banqueting Ensemble before the
trumpet fanfare announcing the
arrival of the Lord Mayor, Alderman
Mrs Fiona Woolf CBE, her consort
Mr Nicholas Woolf, and Sheriff
Alderman Sir Paul Judge. Elizabeth

Shepherd presented the Lord Mayor
with flowers, before she viewed the
display of Blacksmith’s work being
shown on large monitor screens in
The Salon.

Then, while the Procession formed,
guests were called into the Egyptian
Hall. It is difficult to describe entering
the Hall with its marble statues,
stained glass windows and beautifully
laid tables adorned with silverware
and crystal. During my military
service, I had the good fortune to
attend many formal functions around
the world, but the backdrop of the
Egyptian Hall was quite breathtaking;
to paraphrase one of our American
colleagues ‘it was just plain awesome’!

A fanfare of trumpets and Handel’s
Scipio march announced the entry 

of the procession, which
was led by The Beadle
carrying the Mace, and
Assistant Mark Abraham
carrying the Company
Standard. After The
Father of the Company
had said Grace, 214
diners enjoyed a superb
meal and splendid wines.

At the conclusion of
the meal, after the sung
grace, we enjoyed the
Ceremony of the Loving
Cup before taking port.
The Loyal and Royal
toasts were followed by a
rousing version of the
Blacksmith’s song; the
specially written Hammer
and Hand fanfare, and
entertaining variants of
the Coach Horn and the
Post Horn gallop then set

the stage for speeches.
Craft Warden Nigel Whitehead,

welcomed the many guests; including
-in addition to the Lord Mayor and her
Consort, Sheriff Alderman Sir Paul
Judge, The Dean of St Paul’s Cathedral
and the Reverend Hilary Ison,
Alderman Dr Andrew Parmley and
his wife Wendy, The Remembrancer of
the City of London and his wife Dr
Glynis Double, The Master of The
Worshipful Company of Ironmongers
and Fiona Patteson-Knight, The
Master of the Worshipful Company of

Chartered Surveyors and Mr Michael
Lamb, The Master of The Worshipful
Company of Loriners and Mrs Ann
Beaumont, The Duty Esquire of
Mansion House, the Honorary Valuer
of Regalia and Mrs Spratt, and - in
recognition of our military links - the
Naval Secretary Admiral Woodcock,
the Commanding Officer of HMS
Sultan Captain Gulley, and Colonel
Scott of the Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers . 

The Lord Mayor responded,
displaying an excellent understanding
of the work of the Company and 
it’s involvement and activities during
her tenure. She particularly praised
support for Treloar’s School and the
design and construction of the arch,
and on a more personal note she
acknowledged the long and dedicated
service of Christopher Jeal, who 
will retire as Clerk of the Company 
this June.

In his speech, the Prime Warden
reminded those present of the many
achievements of the Company over
the last year; he also confirmed the
irrepressible blacksmith’s humour by
presenting the Lord Mayor with a
pennant and scarf in the Black and
Gold colours of the Pittsburgh
Steelers (colloquially known as the
Wolf Pack). On behalf of the
Company, he also presented the Lord
Mayor with an exquisitely intricate
worked metal rose made by Michelle
Parker FWCB, and a cheque for the
Lord Mayor’s Appeal 

Mr Richard Patterson-Knight,
Master of the Ironmongers, proposed
a final toast (the Root & Branch
toast) to the Blacksmiths Company
and then, seemingly no sooner than
it had started, the evening drew to a
close. The Lord Mayor and Prime
Warden processed from the Egyptian
Hall, and diners said their farewells
before leaving Mansion House.

Report on the Annual Banquet

Caption

Stuart Cloke

[The provisional date for the
Annual Banquet next year is
Friday 24th April – although this
is still subject to final confirmation
by Mansion House]
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When asked by the Prime Warden to write a
valediction for Christopher I decided to approach
Past Prime Wardens whom he had served during

his Clerkship for their personal thoughts. The responses
were quite overwhelming.

‘ Chris will never be replaced by machines or computers
. . . a member of the Fletchers’ Company talked about how
the Blacksmiths’ standing had improved . . . having such an
excellent and reliable Clerk, liked and
respected by all in the City.

‘ The role of Prime Warden for 
a country boy . . . with limited
knowledge of the City of London 
was always to be approached with a
degree of trepidation. However, the
efficiency and ministrations of Chris
proved my concerns quite unfounded.
His kindness and guidance helped 
to make my year one of the most
interesting and enjoyable of my life.

‘ Chris has been a tower of
strength to us all. During my years as
a Warden and especially when I was
Prime Warden Christopher was most
supportive and was always ready to
give advice when asked and made
sure that I was at the right place at the right time suitably
attired; his briefing notes for the quarterly Court meetings
were indispensable. As our learned Clerk he was a credit to
the company and was greatly respected by the Clerks of
other Livery Companies. He will be a very hard act to
follow and I wish him a long and happy retirement.

‘ His calm demeanour and advice was important to me
when confronted by reactionary sentiments during my year
of office when the issue of Lady Liverymen was raised!

‘ A Clerk amongst Clerks . . . well respected by his 
fellows . . . (he) certainly made our time very enjoyable and
overcame any difficulties in our paths.

‘ Christopher’s assured guidance, wise counsel and
balanced view based on his immense knowledge, all
communicated with unfailing good humour, made my year
as Prime Warden a pleasure. His expertise and diplomacy, I
observed, were the envy of other companies. His aplomb
and gravitas enhanced the reputation and standing of the
WCB in the City throughout his period of office. Thus his
service to the WCB can only be described as outstanding.

‘ We all have much for which to thank Christopher; his
sound and firm guidance; his patience; his ability to draw
upon the huge amount of knowledge he has gathered; his
even-handedness in difficult situations. All this has been
achieved with a light touch and his gentle humour has often
helped to resolve problems.

‘ Some are born great, some achieve greatness, and some
have greatness thrust upon them.  I would definitely come
into the latter group so I would like to thank Christopher for
his wisdom, friendship and safe hands, and for steering me
on the straight and narrow for many years. All happiness to
him and Linda for the future.

‘ His calm, efficient and measured conduct of the 
Livery has done much to improve relationships with the
Craft and to enhance the reputation of the Company within
the City. His excellent back-up support has helped
successive Prime Wardens to project the Worshipful
Company to receive the recognition it deserves.

‘ I would like to record what a pleasure it was to 
be supported by a truly learned, intellectual Clerk who 

was, and remains, so highly respected
in the City.  

The Father writes – ‘ . . . as Chaplain
I found Christopher's help invaluable,
especially with the more informal
Carol Services that I introduced. He
was excellent at finding good
readers! ’

For someone who never sought the
post, Christopher excelled. Following
the quite unexpected death  in office of
the former Clerk, Ray Jordan, the
Company was confronted with a
dilemma.  When Christopher’s name
was mentioned as a possible
replacement he had already been a
liveryman of the Company for ten
years so, having considered his

background, the Court decided that he would be  ideally
suited to the role. 

Christopher’s principle work for some thirty years had
been as an investment manager, including membership of
the London Stock Exchange, when in 1990 he was appointed
Deputy Director of the National Heritage Memorial Fund.
With the advent of the National Lottery he became Head of
Finance and Administration of the new organisation,
distributing monies to Heritage projects with funds of
around £300m a year.

The role of Clerk is many faceted and includes among its
multifarious duties such things as the organisation of the
Annual Banquet (a mammoth task involving liaison with
Mansion House); writing minutes of Wardens’ and Court
meetings, and committee meetings; proof reading and
vetting material for inclusion in the Newsletter; liaising with
members of the Livery; and keeping the Company’s books.  

During his period in office the Worshipful Company of
Blacksmiths has grown in stature within the City of London,
much of this being a direct result of his involvement with the
City, and Christopher himself is well respected, in particular
by Mansion House and the City Corporation. 

I conclude this valediction with the following anecdote
sent by Past Prime Warden John McCuin. “As you know,
Christopher likes to know everything and when he and I
organised my Prime Warden’s Weekend in Oxford we had
the formal dinner in the Divinity School of the Bodleian
Library. Privately, I had organised with the caterers for three
of my friends to serve the top table and, when we got our
dish, I started to sing with the three of them for a short
barbershop concert. Christopher’s face was a picture as he
knew nothing about it!”

Christopher Jeal

Christopher Jeal – A Valediction Nigel Whitehead
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The venue this year was Vintners
Hall on the Thames Embankment.
(There is an historic connection
between our two Companies; in 1613
King James 1 granted Derry, and the
future County of Londonderry to 
the City of London, charged with
“planting” or settling these lands. The
City established The Honourable The

Irish Society, still active, and, under the
patronage of the Vintners Company,
several Companies including the
Blacksmiths contributed craftsmen to
this colonisation.) In the impressive
setting of Vintners Hall, not quite on
Clifford’s birthday but the 10th March,
Prime Warden Adrian Oliver greeted
all liverymen in turn as they made
their way to the Reception.

A very convivial time ensued as
members of the Company greeted
each other and renewed acquaintances
before we moved into the newly
restored Hall with its beautiful,
painted ceiling.

Dinner was a meal of which Clifford
would surely have approved and it
was perfectly complimented with fine
wines. A glance at the table plan
revealed ten circular tables of ten
diners each, an arrangement which
contributed to the pervasive sound 
of lively conversation as liverymen,
young and old, made or rekindled
friendships: the Company is host to
people from a fascinating range of
disciplines including practitioners of
the Blacksmith’s craft, many of whom
were in attendance.

In his tribute to Past Prime Warden
Clifford Champion, who died on 
15th January 2011 and was a
Liveryman of both the Worshipful
Company of Blacksmiths and the
Turners’ Company, Prime Warden
Adrian Oliver drew attention to
Clifford’s many and diverse interests
including being a strong supporter of
the RNLI helping raise significant
funds for at least two new lifeboats.

The Prime Warden proposed Toasts
to The Queen, the Royal Family and
the Lord Mayor, the City Corporation
and Sheriffs. The Father, Past Prime
Warden Brian Land, proposed the
Toast to the Blacksmiths’ Company
Root and Branch May It Flourish 
For Ever.

Following the Toasts, the company
was delighted to be entertained by
Pret a Chanter, students of the
Guildhall School of Music and 
Drama, who performed a medley of
songs with piano accompaniment to
great acclaim.

At the end of a particularly
enjoyable evening, many liverymen
remained in the Hall to mingle with
their fellows in the spirit of friendship
which Clifford Champion intended
the dinner to achieve.

The Prime Warden with Beadle Geoffrey Fairfax MBE

The Prime Warden and his son Ben

The Clifford Champion Commemoration Dinner

We gathered, one hundred liverymen of the Worshipful
Company of Blacksmiths, to honour the memory of the
late Past Prime Warden Clifford Champion in the

observance of his bequest to us; that we should gather for a ‘first
class’ dinner in the spirit of fellowship.

Nigel Whitehead

Liverymen Terrence and Sally Clark

Photography by M. O’Sullivan
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Derbyshire Blacksmiths
Past Prime Warden Don Barker FWCB

After a long discussion on ‘Facebook’ with Dave
Turner and others, about the merits, or otherwise, of
the Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths, Barbara

and I were invited to a meeting of the newly formed
Derbyshire Blacksmiths at the forge of Dave Tucker.

It was great meeting blacksmiths of like mind at the forge
and afterwards at the pub down the road where a variety of
topics were discussed. This culminated in me explaining
how the Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths can and does
help working smiths by both promoting their work
throughout the country at twelve individual County Shows,
by providing bursaries for apprentices in their quest to
become blacksmiths and through the Awards scheme.  I also
explained the new Livery Companies Apprenticeship
Scheme which would soon be put into operation. The
majority of the smiths present had no idea of what the
Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths undertakes or what it
stands for.

I find this lack of understanding commonplace when
talking with blacksmiths despite all the efforts by members
of the Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths to spread the
word and wonder what more that could be done to promote
the Company and to ensure that smiths know what the
Company is doing.

Barbara and I intend attending future Derbyshire
Blacksmiths’ meetings to continue promoting the
Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths and also because the
meetings provide an excellent forum for an exchange of
views and skills in the spirit of camaraderie that we
established smiths continue to relish. 

A group such as the Derbyshire blacksmiths reintroduces
those original concepts and I wonder in which County the
next group might be formed. 

Thanks to Dave for organising the meeting.

(Editor’s Note: Other areas in which the Company 
has supported the craft include the lobbying of
Government Ministers, the setting up of a Committee as
part of the Livery Companies Apprenticeship Scheme,
involving some thirty smiths in the design and making
of a magnificent arch for Treloar School including
mounting the arch on a float in the Lord Mayor’s Show,
the production of a Newsletter, often highlighting the
work of smiths, which is widely read. The Company 
also has an extensive website which includes a ‘Find 
a Smith’ section.

The photo was taken in Dave’s forge and the people in it are as follows:-
(L to R); David Tucker, Richard Seaby, Dave Turner, David Hyde, Rob Davis, 
Phil Carter, Adrian Stapleton, Barbara Barker, Les MacDonald, Don Barker, 

Sara Tucker, James, Ian Moran, Dan Liggins

Guild of Freemen of the City of London
(Patron – The Lord Mayor)

Members may be aware that
two of our recent Prime
Wardens are currently

serving  on the Wardens Court of
the Guild of Freemen, and hope to
progress to Master within the
foreseeable future.

Both have expressed the opinion
that the breadth of knowledge and
experiences that they have acquired
during their terms with the Guild
would have proved very helpful
had it been attained prior to their
time in office as Prime Warden. 

A typical programme includes
dinners at several Livery Halls, City

walks; Dinners at the House of
Lords and House of Commons; a
tour of Mansion House with its art
collections and treasures; tour of
The Old Bailey, a visit to the College
of Arms; seats at the Beating Retreat
on Horse Guard’s parade; dinner on
the Tower Bridge and also the
Tower of London.  There is always a
superb Banquet at Guildhall and
most interesting overseas trips
which sometimes include a number
of very privileged and private tours.

Membership of the Guild is open
to any Freeman of the City, and is
not expensive. Details, or a copy 

of the ‘The Freeman’ magazine, can
easily be obtained from the Clerk of
the Guild.  Membership is highly
recommended for anybody who is
interested in the City of London
along with its traditions and values,
and who may seek to join this very
worthwhile institution.

The Clerk,
The Guild of Freemen
Of the City of London
P.O. Box 1202
Kingston upon Thames
KT2 7XB

Tel: 020 8541 1435
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A Message from The British Artists Blacksmiths
Association

New Liverymen

At the Epiphany Court we welcomed  John
William CULLIN to the Livery. John is a very
respected blacksmith and his involvement with

the Company has increased in recent years as he has
become responsible for the assessment of potential
entries for the Tonypandy Cup. His sponsor was Past
Prime Warden Don Barker.

Also at Epiphany  Richard James BURROWS,
introduced by William Simmonds, was admitted to the
Livery. Richard has worked all his life in the money
markets of the City but had not taken advantage of that
background to become involved with the Livery
Companies.  That is now rectified.

At the suggestion of the Court,  Andrew Charles
PARMLEY was invited to become a Liveryman. He
agreed and the Father of The Company acted as his

sponsor. Andrew has been involved with the Company
for over 20 years as organist at St. Andrew-by-the-
Wardrobe for our Carol Services. He is an Alderman 
and was elected Sheriff for 2014/2015 at the recent
Shrieval Election.

At the same Ladyday Court Meeting  Arthur Robert
WILSON was admitted to the Livery. Bob (as he prefers
to be known) is a Chartered building Surveyor with
extensive commitments to the historic buildings of the
City and, we hope, their ironwork. Liveryman John
Slater was Bob’s sponsor.

We welcome all four Liverymen to the Company
confident that their different backgrounds will continue
to provide the diversity that is such an engaging
characteristic of our Ancient Company.

Obituary
David John HOLT  died on 10th April 2014. He was
admitted to the Livery in January 1992 having been
nominated by his father, Arthur Holt. He continued the

family profession as a skilled engineer as does his brother
Nigel ‘Bill’ Holt who is also a Liveryman.

We extend our sympathies to David’s family.

In the short time that I have been
privileged to be a Liveryman, it has
become abundantly clear to me

that the Company’s association with
the craft of blacksmithing both sets the
Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths
apart from other livery companies 
and is a source of great pride within
the company.

It is also without question hugely
beneficial to the craft that BABA 
and the Company work together 
to tackle the challenges that face 
the craft and to promote the craft
and the skills and training that 
needs to flourish. The work
undertaken in developing a fully
accredited apprenticeship for the 
21st Century is a shining example 
of this.

There is however another challenge
facing BABA at the moment: The
current straightened economic times
are putting a little strain on BABA
membership numbers and the BABA
Council are having a recruitment
drive! Consequently, I thought I’d 
take this opportunity to remind you
that you don’t have to be a practising
blacksmith to be a member of BABA:
we have a membership category of
‘supporter’. If you would like to 
feel more in touch with the craft 
and receive our excellent quarterly
magazine Artist Blacksmith please
visit www.baba.org.uk and join the
association.

Alternatively, if you would like me
to post you an application form, please
call me on 01526 830303. Tim Mackereth, Vice Chairman BABA

Tim Mackereth
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‘Twankydillo’ – What’s That?

Sergeant Paul Hunter

Perhaps the strangest of all 
songs relating to blacksmithing
is ‘Twankydillo’. It was first

collected in the Victorian and
Edwardian periods and despite
various research it remains an
enigma. For example, who were old
Cole and young Cole? What is or 
is meant by ‘Twankydillo’ or perhaps
a Twanky and a Dillo? There are
many versions of the song with 
one collector stating that the reference
to ‘bagpipes’ should be read as
‘blowpipes’ thereby making it more
relevant to the blacksmith’s hearth.
Unfortunately this assertion is
probably false since bagpipes appear
with the most frequency in all
versions.

Folk singer Maddy Prior stated
that she discovered Twanky was a
Victorian word for gin. Others have
suggested that Twanky is derived
from Tuan Qi which is a type of tea

carried by clipper ships and possibly
linked to the Widow Twankey of 
the Aladdin pantomime. As for Dillo,
apart from rhyming with willow and
sometimes used as a nonsense word
in vocal improvisation (scat) singing,
there is little of an early date that can
be used as a definition although the
poet John Keats wrote to his sister-
in-law Georgina in 1820: ‘Tang dillo
dee. This you must know is the
Amen to nonsense....’

More recently Twanky is street
talk for ‘Twenty’ and a slang word
for a glass pipe used by illegal drug
users.

Some have asserted that ‘old Cole’
and ‘young Cole’ relate to St Clement
but the song makes no reference 
to ‘Old Clem’ and in any case, 
St Clement as the patron saint of
British blacksmiths only dates from
the early 19th century. If the word
Coal is used it makes no sense and it

has even been suggested that it could
be related to Coel which is the Irish
gaelic word for music.

In a version of the song entitled
‘The Envied Shepherd’ there is no
mention of blacksmithing at all and
includes the lines:

Green willow, green willow, green
willow, willow, willow

And he played his bagpipes made of
green willow 

In the eighteenth century the
twanging of a stringed instrument
was often refered to as ‘twangdillo’
or ‘tangdillo’. The former term also
appears in a ribald song in D’Urfey’s
‘Wit and Mirth or Pills to Purge
Melancholy’ published in 1719.

Can we therefore rightfully claim
that this is a song about
blacksmithing? The answer is almost
certainly no since the more one
researches the more tenuous becomes
the link. 

Merv Allen FWCB
Here's a health to the jolly blacksmith, the best of all fellows

The man at his anvil while the boy blows the bellows
For it makes our bright hammer to rise and to fall

There's the old Cole and the young Cole and the old Cole of all
Twankydillo, twankydillo, dillo, dillo, dillo, dillo, dillo
And a roaring pair of bagpipes made of a green willow

At the Midsummer Court and Dinner, Sergeant Paul Hunter of
2nd Field Company and four times winner of the New Forest
Show Military Blacksmithing Competition became a Liveryman

of the Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths.

‘Door Knocker’ 
Sargeant Hunter's 
Winning Piece at the
2013 New Forest Show

Paul Hunter seen here 
with REME Blacksmithing 

Instructors David Waight (left) 
and Chez Chescoe



How nice to have someone
thank the WCB for the support
provided – I'm sure you will all
join me in wishing Daniel all 
best wishes in his endeavours 
– Ed
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The North Somerset Show Merv Allen FWCB

This year the North Somerset
Show was celebrating 155 years
since its inception and the fine

weather attracted a record number of
visitors to the bustling showground 
at the Bathing Pond Fields in Wraxall.

One of the first agricultural shows
of the year, and the first heat of 
the NBCC Competition, the North
Somerset Show is the first chance for
hundreds of crafts people, farmers
and artisan food companies to show
off their skills and produce. Unlike

many of the larger County Shows, 
the North Somerset has kept focused
on traditional countryside skills and
activities which were obviously
appreciated by the public, many of
whom gathered at the Blacksmithing
Stand throughout the day.

On the day before the Show a
meeting was held to discuss the
progress of the International
Blacksmithing Festival. Attendees
included Past Prime Warden, Hugh
Adams and Renter Warden, Mike

Shepherd. More details of this
important and exciting event are to be
found on other pages of this
Newsletter.

It was great to see our Prime
Warden Adrian Oliver and Elizabeth
Shepherd forging away after the Live
Competition had finished and Jane
Oliver was kept busy counting the
results of the Visitors’ Vote. The
judging was skillfully performed by
David Harman FWCB and the results
are as follows:

Dear Sirs,
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the

Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths for the bursary that
was awarded to me.

I have used some of the money to purchase tools and I
plan to embark on my Journeyman training in August and
will be starting in Sweden. After that I am planning to travel
throughout Europe and will use the rest of the award to
fund this journey.

I have enclosed some photographic evidence of some of
the work I have been doing this past year.

Again, many thanks for the award as it has helped me
immensely.  

Daniel James

Letter of Thanks
from Daniel James

Indoor Static 
1st Malcolm Shepherd (Trivet)
2nd Malcolm Shepherd (Chandelier)
3rd Richard Jones (Fire Dogs)

Outdoor Static
1st Richard Jones
2nd James Crossman (Bracket)
3rd Richard Jones (Boot Scraper)

Artistic 
1st Richard Jones ('All Tied Up')
2nd Richard Jones (Mistletoe)
3rd Richard Jones (Door Stop)

Live
1st Andrew Hall
2nd Richard Jones
3rd Simon Hall

Static Show Champion – Malcolm Shepherd

Reserve Static Champion – Malcolm Shepherd

Live Champion – Andrew Hall

Reserve Live Champion – Richard Jones

Visitors Vote – Sam Bailey (Mirror)

Single gate

The Prime Warden Mr Adrian Oliver cutting the Epiphany cake at the 
Epiphany Court meeting on 16th January 2014
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Confirmed highlights so far include the following:

BLACKSMITHING AND METALWORK
Uri Hofi and friends from Israel  – Power Hammer Projects

Brian Brazeal from the USA with The Young Smiths Team:

Alec Steele, UK, Daniel Lea, Germany, Dan Riffe, USA

Hector Cole FWCB – Medieval Forging

Owen Bush and Mick Maxen – Iron Smelting

Peter Crownshaw – Repoussé and other Hollowing
Techniques

Stephen Lunn – Tips, Tricks, Fire Welding With a Twist 
and a Seaside Piece

Richard Hillam – Working with Wrought Iron, 
Pure Iron and Mild Steel

Hazel Moore – Smithing in a Man’s World

Peter Cassidy and Jeremy Stanley from Eire 
– Irish Gate in a Day

Ian Thackray – Iron Age Forging

Lazar Uromov with Lubomir Angelov from Bulgaria 
– Locks, Door Knocker & other Forgeworks

Richard Wood – Fold Forming

Ron Phillips – Aluminium Casting

Richard Eaton – Runic Coin Stamping

Wendy Alford – Forging Naturalistic Themes

Dave Preston – Power Hammer Work

REME –Army Blacksmiths Team

Matthew Boultwood – Leadwork for Blacksmiths

Alex Coode – NHIG Discussion on 'When to fix old repairs
in Historic Ironwork'

Matt Smith – Horseshoe Making

Mark Wilson – Coppersmithing

Marilyn Machray – Jewellery/Silversmithing

Blacksmithing for Children and Adults taught by expert
Blacksmiths on a one to one basis

The event will include an International Team
competition. Each team will be required to make a panel to
a particular theme which will be presented to Westpoint. In
addition there will be competitions for individuals and full
time students.

OTHER DEMONSTRATIONS AND TALKS
Toch Onu (Afriteo Restaurant) – West African and

Caribbean Cooking
Woodturner
Barbara Metcalfe - Barge Art
Sir David Brewer - 'The Livery Companies of the 

City of London'
Greg Rowland – Master Wheelwright – (By Appointment

to Her Majesty the Queen)
Jan Tillett – Creative Textiles
Jen Ziva – Traditional Hand Spinning
Jeremy Hodgkinson (Wealden Iron Research Group) –

‘Iron in the Weald’
Joan Prowse – Felt Creations & Needlework
John Burton-Race – Cooking for Blacksmiths
Pete Jennings – 'Blacksmiths Gods: Myths, Magicians 

and Folklore'
South West Basket Makers

ENTERTAINMENTS
Archery Display and 'Have-A-Go' – The Free Company 

of Aquitaine
Circus Performance – Elfic the Jester and Dan Brazier
Face Painting – Susan King
Fairground Rides and Games
Falconry Display – West Country Falconry
Medieval Reenactment – The Free Company of Aquitaine
Massage – Mobile Massage Events
Morris Dancing – The Exeter Morris Men
Sea Shanties – Mariners Away
Traditional Music with Rusty Wizzard and Friends

FOOD AND TRADE STANDS
A range of Local Cider, Beer and Food will be available

together with other local traders 
Westpoint (EX5 1DJ) is located on the A3052 to Sidmouth

about one mile from J30 of the M5. Exeter Airport is two
miles distant and Exeter St. David's railway station around
six miles. There will be ample space for tents and caravans
plus of course local recommended B&B and hotels details 
of which can be found at the websites of Westpoint
www.westpointexeter.co.uk or the Devon Tourist Board
www.visitdevon.co.uk.

International Blacksmithing Festival –
www.internationalblacksmithsfest.com

Amajor International Festival of Blacksmithing, the like of which has not been seen in the West Country of
the UK this century, is being sponsored by: The Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths, British Artist
Blacksmiths Association, Irish Artist Blacksmiths Association, The Blacksmiths Guild, The National

Blacksmithing Competition Committee, South of England Blacksmiths and many others. 
The event will showcase and celebrate the Best of Blacksmithing from around the world, the people who

participate in this ancient but essential craft, its historic roots and its relevance and place in today's society.



Treloar’s – We reproduce here a page from the May 2014 issue of the ‘Treloar’s Today’ magazine
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Andrew Hall AWCB by his father Roland Hall

Aclue that Andrew might go on to be interested in
engineering came when he was very young. After 
an unusually quiet spell we found him with a

screwdriver and a pile of electrical parts: he had dismantled
nearly all the plugs on various electrical appliances!

When Andrew finished school he obtained an
apprenticeship with an engineering machine shop. At the
same time he attended a day release course in precision
engineering at the local technical college. It was hard to keep
up with his studies whilst working, with just one day a week
for his studies, but he knuckled down and worked hard,
determined to get his HNC. Three Months prior to taking 

his final exams he left full time work and came to work with
me part time so that he had more time to study.

After passing his exams, his career advisor suggested
Andrew take up teaching, but by then he was already
taken with the craft of Blacksmithing. He had attended 
a few weekend courses at Cannington College on
traditional blacksmithing. These courses were organised
by Frank Day with the help of other experts such as
Tommy Tucker inspired him and he decided this was the
career he wanted.

Under Frank Day’s guidance he created a beautiful
miniature bouquet of flowers mounted on a scroll and
horse shoe which rested on a wooden plinth covered in a
glass dome. I had the privilege as the Master of the
Wessex Guild of Wrought Ironwork Craftsmen to present
it to Princess Anne at the Devon County Show. Several
years later when her Royal Highness attended the Guild’s
AGM dinner she said that she valued the piece and 

that it was displayed in a prominent place in her home.
Andrew later moved to Branscombe in Devon where he

turned Branscombe forge into a successful business creating
both bespoke items as well as a large range of products for
the home and garden. 

I believe it was in 1987 that Andrew first competed in a
live blacksmith competition. He enjoyed the competitions,
not just for the competing but also for the chance to meet and
socialise with other talented blacksmiths.

In 1989 Andrew entered the International Blacksmithing
competition at Stoneleigh. He was told by one of the 
judges that he only narrowly missed winning that year. 

He went on to win the competition the following year. I find
watching him compete very stressful, but I am very proud
when he is successful.

He continued competing in the national circuit of the
county shows and went on the win the national
championship 5 times including 2013; in fact every time
he has competed for the national championship he has
won. His success at these shows and the quality of 
work produced in his workshops has led to many visits
to the awards luncheons organised by the Worshipful
Company of Blacksmiths in London. One of these
occasions was for him to receive his Bronze medal and
title, Master Blacksmith. My wife Betty and I were very
proud to accompany him on many of these occasions, but
the last one in 2013 was really special when he was made
a liveryman of the Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths
after having received the Freedom of the City of London
earlier that year.

Andy at his forge
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Prices:
• Livery Tie £10 (Liverymen only)
• ‘Social Tie’ £22
• Umbrella £15
• Cuff Links £66.50
• Brooches £72.50

All items available from the Clerk, Stuart Cloke.
A limited supply might be available at Court luncheons.

Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths’ Shop

Show Dates 2014

Diary of Events 2014

Copies of the excellent photographs taken by Michael
O’Sullivan of the Awards Luncheon and other formal

events and reproduced in the Newsletter can be obtained
directly from:

www.michaelosullivanphotography.co.uk 
or michaelphotography@tiscali.co.uk

Telephone: 020 8363 8350

Copies of photographs

Guided Walk Around The City Thursday 17th July

Election Court Thursday 31st July

Wardens' Court Thursday 4th Sept

Election of Lord Mayor Monday 29th Sept

Michaelmas Court & Awards Lunch Thursday 16th Oct

Lord Mayor's Show Saturday 8th Nov

Wardens' Court Thursday 27th Nov

Carol Service Date tbc

London to Brighton Run

Liveryman John Thring and his wife Liz kindly invited
Jane and me for a ride on their 1904 Cadillac
before the annual London to Brighton run. John and

Jane are shown in deep conversation.
On Saturday, Regent Street was closed for the cars to be

admired by the public before we set off for a sunny drive
around London being photographed from all directions

Next day John and Liz reached Brighton safely in 
record time.

Editor: Merv Allen
e-mail: metalwizard@btinternet.com

Telephone: 01342 841742

Great Yorkshire Show* July 8th, 9th, 10th 

Royal Welsh Show July 21st, 22nd, 23rd, 24th

New Forest & Hampshire Show July 30th, 31st, August 1st

Edenbridge & Oxted Show August 24th, 25th

Dorset County Show September 6th, 7th
*Not part of the National Blacksmithing Competition

Other Blacksmithing Event
The International Blacksmiths 
Festival August 13th-16th 2014

Prime Warden Adrian Oliver


