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Moving on, this has been a 
most action-packed year with Past
Prime Warden Jash Joshi starting 
a new affiliation and visiting some
spectacular venues in the scientific
world,  as well as attending multiple
craft events. Incoming Prime Warden
Dr Robin McNeill Love has also
started his year off as he means to go
on with visits to Cunard’s MS Queen
Victoria as well as the upcoming trip
to the Royal Hospital Chelsea. Keep

your eyes peeled for the Spring Issue,
due out at the end of February 2019,
for more about these events. 

As always, I hope you feel that the
newsletter contains useful information
and has a balance of articles covering
the Craft, the Livery and the City.
However, I am always looking for
content and I encourage and appre -
ciate submissions that reflect all three
areas. My contact details can be found
on the back of the newsletter. Please
can I urge you to leave me a voicemail
if you call and I am unavailable. If 
you leave me a message I will get 
back to you.

I would like to thank Mistress
Management Consultant Dr Mary 
E Linington for her kind words
following the Spring issue. It was
wonderful to know that articles we
may think are only relevant to the
Company are appreciated by those in
the Pan-Livery. Specifically this relates
to the visit to CERN and memories 
of Past Prime Warden and Emeritus
Father Peter Rayner. Mary worked
with Peter, both as an undergraduate
in Molecular science and whilst
completing her PhD at Warwick.

Many of you will have been
saddened to hear of the passing of
Maurice Greenberg. Maurice was an
active Liveryman who was always
generous with his time. Maurice will
be sadly missed. A full account of
Maurice’s life and his great number 
of achievements will be in the Spring
issue.

A quick plea from the Clerk, Jill
Moffatt. Each issue Jill will be
putting together updates from the
Livery, including obituaries. In cases

such as the loss
of Maurice we
were informed
very quickly by
the family. However, we are aware
that other Liverymen may have
passed away without Jill being
notified, meaning that we may be
unable to pay our respects or
celebrate their achieve ments. Jill
would appreciate being notified if
and when appropriate. The best
method of contact is by email at
clerk@blacksmithscompany.co.uk.

I’m sure many of you will be aware
that our calendar of events is updated
each issue. Due to the late running 
of this publication I have included 
the show dates for information. I 
look forward to seeing many of you 
at these very enjoyable occasions as 
I seek to increase my attendance at 
craft events.

In the meantime I thank you 
again for your patience and wish 
you all a very Merry Christmas and 
a prosperous and peaceful New Year.
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Firstly  I would like to thank you, as the readers, for your patience.
Unfortunately, due to the late receipt of some articles and
personal emergencies, this issue has been delayed in publication.

It is very important that the published newsletter meets the required
standard. For this reason we have taken the extra time to ensure this
issue maintains that standard, delaying publication somewhat.
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As March turned into April, the
freakish cold and wet weather
did nothing to dampen the

spirits of the huge crowd of British 
and international blacksmiths who
gathered at Brian Russel’s Little
Newsham Forge in County Durham
for a terrific Easter weekend of
forging, food and dancing.

Photographer Sarah Jane Kearton,
who is based in Bedale, South
Yorkshire, was on hand to capture the
forging in pictures.

Brian devised two competitions for
the weekend. Delegates were invited
to, “design and make something
which can be described by at least

three of the following adjectives:
shocking, sensual, simple, serviceable,
sinuous, surreal, symmetrical, shiny,
symbolic” and in addition there was
the “camel through the eye of the

needle” challenge. This consisted of
three heats to forge a 20mm x 6mm flat
bar with hand tools so that the longest
possible length could be pushed
through an 11mm diameter hole.
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An Easter Forge In – Courtesy of the BABA Magazine No 153

Clifford Champion Dinner – A Musical
Masterpiece Past Prime Warden Peter Allcard

Photography by Michael O’Sullivan

This year the Clifford Champion Dinner was held in the
magnificent surroundings of Goldsmiths’ Hall and
hosted by the then Prime Warden, Jash Joshi.

The Worshipful Company of Goldsmiths is one of the
Great Twelve Livery Companies and the Assay Office is still
in Goldsmiths’ Hall. The tradition of hallmarking began with
the Company and originally took place in their Great 
Hall, hence the name hallmark. The Company has been
hallmarking precious metals for 700 years. A further
responsibility is the annual ‘Trial of the Pyx’ during which
coins of the realm are tested to ensure compliance with the
statutory limits on size and weight. 

The Clifford Champion Dinner is held every year on 
or near to Clifford’s Birthday. Clifford left a generous
bequest to the company which decreed that the 
Company should have an annual dinner, for up to a
hundred of our Liverymen and that the food, wine and
entertainment should all be of an exemplary standard. 

The dinner has become one of the highlights of our year.
Those of us who remember Clifford will recall his 

great generosity and good humour and his unending loyalty
to the Company, wonderfully demonstrated by this
memorable evening.

This year the superb dinner, with appropriate wines,
included the customary  musical interlude introduced by 
Past Prime Warden John McCuin. It consisted of a medley of
pieces by Mr Crispian Steele-Perkins and Mr Leslie Pearson,
on trumpet and piano respectively. 

This was followed by a fascinating demonstration of brass
horns and trumpets through the ages by Mr Steele-Perkins, a
highly regarded virtuoso of these instruments, and included
a short rendition of the music which precedes the Antiques
Road Show. The piece was written by him and played, on this
occasion on the very instrument which was used to introduce
the programme. It was a splendid evening and a fitting
tribute to Clifford’s generosity of spirit and bonhomie.

Crispian Steele-Perkins ‘blowing his own trumpet’Conductor maestro Past Prime Warden John McCuin
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Dr Robin McNeill Love was born in 1959 in London.
Serving in the United Kingdom’s Royal Navy since
June 1981, he graduated from the Royal Free

Hospital School of Medicine, in 1984. He initially accredited
as a General Practitioner in 1991 and achieved Membership
of the UK’s Royal College of General Practitioners in 1993.
He was awarded additional UK Royal College diplomas in
Obstetrics and Gynaecology (1992), Anaesthetics (1995) and
Aviation Medicine (1997). He was appointed Consultant in
Occupational Medicine in 2005 and honoured with
Fellowship of the Faculty of Occupational Medicine of the
Royal College of Physicians of London in 2014.

During his career, Robin has served on a global basis 
in a number of Royal Navy ships which have included
service as Principal Medical Officer in the Royal Yacht, 
HM YACHT BRITANNIA (1992-4), and the Aircraft Carrier
HMS ILLUSTRIOUS (1995-7).

More senior Service appointments have included being
appointed as Commanding Officer of the Royal Naval
Hospital in Gibraltar (2002-6). Promoted to Surgeon Captain
in 2006 as President of the Naval Service Medical Board 
of Survey, he oversaw the determination of medical
employability, or invaliding, of significantly ill or injured
Royal Navy and Royal Marine personnel. This was followed
by appointment as Deputy Defence Postgraduate Medical
Dean (2009-10).

In 2011, Robin attended the Royal College of Defence
Studies in London for international strategic studies at 
post-graduate governmental level. He was then appointed
as Assistant Head of Medical Policy at the HQ of the 
UK’s Surgeon General (2011-13) in a pivotal role for 

policy creation for UK Defence Medicine with strategic
implications. He was also the UK National Delegate to 
the NATO Military Healthcare Committee. Working closely
with the British Red Cross, he achieved significant 
outcomes for the UK Defence Medical Services concerning
International Humanitarian Law (which incorporates the
Geneva Conventions) including the formation of the DMS
Professional Conduct and Ethics Committee.

In 2013, Robin was privileged to be appointed an
Honorary Physician to HM The Queen (QHP) and
promoted to the 1* rank of Surgeon Commodore as Head of
the Royal Naval Medical Service. This role involved leading
a 24/7 healthcare service employing 1600 medical personnel
on a global basis to support approximately 33,000 Royal
Navy and Royal Marine personnel – often in areas of high
risk.  In this role, he was the 'Responsible Officer' for the
‘Designated Body’ of the ‘Royal Navy’ for UK General

An Introduction to the Prime Warden who has 
more letters after his name than in it –
Dr Robin M C McNeill Love FFOM MSc
MRCGP DRCOG DA(UK) DAvMed

A brief summary:

•Consultant Occupational Physician, City of
London (2015 to date).

•Member, Medical Group, ‘The HALO Trust’
(2018 to date).

•Vice President, International Humanitarian Fact-
Finding Commission (IHFFC), Bern, Switzerland
(2017 to date).

•Trustee, The Officers’ Association (2015 to 2018).

•Surgeon Commodore RN, QHP, Head of the
Royal Naval Medical Service (2013 to 2014).

•Service in the Royal Navy (1981 to 2014).  

Prime Warden Dr Robin McNeill Love and his wife Poppy

Photography by Michael O’Sullivan
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Medical Council Medical Officer
Relicensing and Revalidation. 

After much reflection, Robin moved
on from the Royal Navy to take up
new professional civilian roles in
December 2014. On 26 March 2015, 
he was appointed by HM The 
Queen as an ‘Officer’ in the Most
Venerable Order of the Hospital of 
St John of Jerusalem (OStJ) in
recognition of his achievements in 
the Royal Naval Medical Service and
Defence Medicine. 

Robin is a member of The Royal
Institute of International Affairs
(Chatham House) and life-member of
RCDS. He is a Regional Fellow of The
Royal Society of Medicine, a member
of the Faculty of Medical Leadership
and Management and a Fellow of the
Chartered Management Institute. 

Since January 2015, Robin has been
employed by Health Management
Ltd, initially as a full-time Medical
Director and now as a part-time
Consultant Occupational Physician
working in the City of London,
advising employers and consulting
with their employees. He has also
recently worked at the UK’s National
Air Traffic Services at Swanwick 

(2016-17) and was a President for
Army Medical Employability Boards
at Aldershot (2017-18).

From 2015 to 2018, Robin served 
as a trustee of the highly respected 
UK Military Charity ‘The Officers’
Association’, primarily in the area 
of Benevolence. Due to his other
commitments, he reluctantly decided
to step down from that position in
March 2018.

Having been nominated by the UK
Foreign and Commonwealth Office as
the UK’s candidate, Robin was elected
in December 2016 to join the Inter -
national Humanitarian Fact-Finding
Commission. In February 2017, in
Geneva, he was sworn in as a
Commissioner and then as a Vice
President. The IHFFC, based in Bern,
Switzerland, is an international treaty-
based organisation whose purpose 
is implementation of, and respect 
for, International Humanitarian Law
(IHL) in situations of armed conflict.

In March 2018, Robin was delighted
to be asked to become a member of the
Medical Group of the land-mine and
munitions charity, ‘The HALO Trust’.

Robin’s involvement with the
Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths

began when the Father of the
Company, the late Past Prime Warden
Dr John Beale, suggested that the
Worshipful Company commission a
‘Millennium Project’ in collaboration
with the Medical Research Council
which examined the increased risk to
welders of Pneumococcal Pneumonia.
The successful project was published
in the European Respiratory Journal in
2006. The Worshipful Company is
rightly proud to have supported this
important medical research.

Robin became a Liveryman of the
Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths
in 2006.

Robin is happily married to
Penelope (“Poppy”), a practicing
Travel Health Nurse working in
London. Poppy trained at St
Bartholomew’s Hospital and the City
University in London, graduating in
1985. She also worked as long-haul
British Airways Cabin Crew from
1997 to 2014. They have four
children: Charlie, working in Events
Management; Matthew, a Captain
serving in the Welsh Guards; Olivia,
working in Travel PR and last, but
not least, Hugo, a Lieutenant serving
in the Coldstream Guards.

Dr Robin McNeill Love and the current Members of the IHFFC
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Taking to the Air – A New Affiliation

The Blacksmiths Company has
responded to the Lord Mayor’s
request for Companies to have

affiliations with the three armed
services by adding the RAF to its list 
of affiliations as the RAF celebrates the
centenary of its creation. 

The affiliation was approved at the
Midsummer Court on 21 June 2018.
This affiliation will run alongside
those already in place with HMS
SULTAN and The Corps of Royal
Electrical and Mechanical Engineers,
involving reciprocal invitations to
certain dinners and events and the
presentation of the Wing’s ‘Winged
Thunderbolt Award’ at the Annual
Awards Luncheon. 

The Prime Warden, accompanied by
the Clerk, met with Squadron Leader
Allen Auchterlonie, Executive Officer
42 (ES) Wing, on 9 July 2018 at the RAF
100 Exhibition in Horse Guards Parade
to formalise the affiliation by signing 
a Memorandum of Understanding
between the two organisations.

About No 42 (Expeditionary
Support) Wing

The headquarters of 42 (ES) Wing
commands the following specialist
squadrons based at RAF Wittering:
71 (Inspection and Repair) Squadron 

5001 (Airfield Construction)
Squadron

5131 (Bomb Disposal) Squadron 
93 (Expeditionary Armaments)

Squadron (RAF Marham)
The Wing supports RAF operations

around the world and within the UK,
and is able to bring airfield services to
austere locations in order to support
air power.

71 (Inspection and Repair) Squadron
71 (Inspection and Repair)

Squadron’s principal role is to repair
damaged structure on UK fixed-
wing military aircraft in deployed
locations. The Squadron has its own
designers, who devise repair solutions
in circumstances where conventional
fixes may not be effective. 71IR’s
aircraft mechanical technicians are
skilled in precision metalwork and the
use of composite materials like carbon

fibre, carrying out maintenance and
repair work on the airframe and
propulsion systems on RAF aircraft.

5131 Squadron
5131 Squadron is the RAF's 

only Explosive Ordnance Disposal
Squadron and Defence's lead unit for
dealing with air dropped weapons.
The Squadron works closely with 
the Royal Navy, the British Army and
the Police. Formed in 1943 to deal 
with unexploded Luftwaffe bombs,
the Squadron renders the harmful,
harmless all over the UK with teams
on standby all year round.

History
1943  Formed to defuse German

bombs, by 1945 RAF Bomb
Disposal had made safe 176,000
weapons.

1982  Took part in the Falklands 
War, with a specialist sleeping
next to an unexploded bomb 
in a field hospital to reassure
patients that it was safe enough
for him to defuse the next day.

1991  Was one of the first units 
over the Iraq border during
Operation Granby.

5001 Squadron
5001 Squadron provides almost all

of the off-aircraft engineering required
for deployed air operations. Re-
formed in 1999, the Squadron is best
known for providing the temporary
hangars (working environments) in
which our jets and helicopters are
stored when deployed. In reality, 5001
Squadron’s General Technicians bring
far more than temporary hangars to
deployed operations by manufactur -
ing and repairing parts for aircraft,
vehicles and specialist equipment. 

93 (Expeditionary Armaments)
Squadron (RAF Marham)

93 (Expeditionary Armaments)
Squadron is a sub unit within 42
(Expeditionary Support) Wing which
delivers specialist expeditionary
weapons support capability to the 
UK air component. The Squadron
provides manpower for out of 
area ESA manning, and supplies
weapons technicians and logisticians
for Operation SHADER in Iraq 
and Syria. It also provides support 
for bombing exercises all over the
world.

Jill Moffatt, Clerk

The then Prime Warden Jash Joshi, accompanied by Clerk Jill Moffatt, shakes hands with 
Squadron Leader Allen Auchterlonie, Executive Officer 42 (ES) Wing
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A Shakespearean Weekend

Jash’s Year as Prime Warden has
been notable for new experiences:
the first visit to Cern certainly, and

possibly the first visit by the Company
to the theatre as part of a Prime
Warden’s weekend.

On the Friday evening, after
assembling at the Stratford Manor
Hotel, we were served an excellent
BBQ and drinks. Following the meal,
which was enjoyed in brilliant
sunshine, the coach came to take us to
the Swan Theatre in Stratford to see

the RSC’s production of Webster’s
tragedy, ‘The Duchess of Malfi’. Some
of us approached with a degree of
trepidation having read the review in
the Telegraph, “apparently 3,000 litres
– approximately 40 bathtubs – of
concocted gore will flow during the
six-month run. A case of eat your heart
out Quentin Tarantino…”

The modern staging of this
Jacobean tale of murder, misogyny
and madness was certainly blood
soaked but it was also extremely
thought-provoking. Many of the
reviews referred to misogyny being 
at the heart of the play but, seeing 
how pathetic Ferdinand was at the
end, struggling to comprehend the
enormity of what he had done and
dying in the throes of madness 
(and a lot of stage blood!) I thought 
the reviewer in the Telegraph was
probably right when he said “The
broader triumph, though, hewing
much text aside to cut to the 
play’s core, is to suggest something

intrinsically nightmarish at the kernel
of human existence.”

As is customary at Prime Warden’s
weekends, at the end of the evening
we returned to the bar at the hotel to
‘put the world to rights’ over a few
more drinks. On this occasion the play
had given us all something to think
about over the port: no bad thing.

On Saturday morning, another
glorious day of full sunshine and a
cloudless sky, we enjoyed a tour 
by coach of Stratford upon Avon

including Ann Hathaway’s cottage,
Shakespeare’s birthplace and the
nearby villages of the Cotswolds,
stopping at Broadway for coffee and
light shopping. Our excellent Blue
Badge guide greatly enhanced the
interest of the tour. 

We then returned to Stratford centre
where we split into two groups for 
a trip on the river on two boats, one
hosted by the Prime Warden and the

other by his wife, Pravina. We enjoyed
drinks and canapes as we drifted
along and our hosts were wonderful.
There was an excitement near the end
as one of the boats got stuck on the
bank but, luckily, Past Prime Warden
Tim Herring was aboard and came to
the rescue.

From mid-afternoon onwards we
could relax or, as some chose to do,
watch the England v. Sweden World
Cup match. By the evening calm had
returned and a black-tie reception 
was followed by a delicious supper,
after which Past Prime Warden Tim
Herring eloquently expressed the
appreciation of us all.

After breakfast on Sunday we drove
a short distance to Charlecote Park, a
fine house which has been in the
Fairfax Lucy family for many centuries
and was given to the National Trust in
1946, with the family retaining one
wing. Following the excursion, we
relished a jolly, relaxed lunch before
departing for home with lasting
memories of a most successful visit.

Past Prime Warden John Barber & Jane Oliver

The Duchess of Malfi

Charlecote Park seen through the gatehouse

Anne Hathaway’s Cottage
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Photography by 

A Most Memorable Year Past Prime Warden Jash Joshi

During my time as the
Worshipful Company’s Prime
Warden I have experienced

many memorable occasions and
enjoyed the huge honour and
privilege which comes with the office.

I was delighted to represent the
Company at many events and
functions but would like to mention 
a few which Pravina and I will
remember for a long time to come.

The ‘Not a Master in Sight’ lunch,
where the Prime Wardens and the
Upper Bailiff meet annually, is hosted
in rotation by each of the Companies
and this year we were guests of the
Worshipful Company of Goldsmiths.
It was an especially important
occasion this year as the lunch was
attended by the Prime Warden of the
Worshipful Company of Fishmongers,
HRH the Princess Royal.

I attended the National Blacksmiths
Competition Committee’s AGM at
Aldbourne, the Wiltshire and Wessex
Guild’s AGM at Frome in Somerset,
the Royal Bath Show and the South of
England Show. At all these events I
was well received by the practising
blacksmiths. As the Devon and 
Royal Welsh Shows coincided with
this year’s Election Court I was
unfortunately unable to attend so I

was very grateful to Henry Parkin and
John Thring who represented the
Company on my behalf.

The visit with the Lord Mayor to
Treloar’s School was a never-to-be-
forgotten experience. The Treloar’s

Arch, made by smiths from across the
country, has become a famous
attraction in the area and I am told that
many newly-wed couples ask if they
can walk through it!

The signing of the Memorandum of

Understanding for affiliation with the
RAF  is another land-mark for which
the Company was congratulated by
the Lord Mayor. (See Page 6 for further
details by the Learned Clerk.)

Visits to HMS SULTAN and REME
are of significant importance in the
Prime Warden’s diary as is attendance
at the Ellsworthy Trophy Competition, 
of which the Worshipful Company of
Blacksmiths is the sole sponsor.

The presentation of the Gold Medal
to Brian Russell attracted many
working smiths to our Michaelmas
and Awards Court luncheon, which
was sold out. It is our hope and desire
that many more practising smiths will
become Liverymen of our ancient
Company.

Attending the Pan Livery Initiative
meetings has brought to light how
under-publicised the Livery movement
is. Livery Companies are now, more
than ever, working together as a
united force to make the public better
aware of what they are and their
charitable work.

Another remarkable occasion was
the installation of the first female
Bishop of London, Dame Sarah
Mullay, at St Paul’s Cathedral. It was 
a moving experience the memory of
which I will treasure.

Approval by the Court of plans to
increase membership of our Livery is a
significant milestone and we must all
now pull together to achieve the target.

Past Prime Warden Jash Joshi with Past Prime Warden Hugh Adams CWCB 
and Simon Grant Jones FWCB, LWCB at the South of England Show

Past Prime Warden Jash Joshi with Family at the Annual Banquet



Jill Moffatt, Clerk
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Michael O’Sullivan

The visit to Cern in Geneva and 
the Diamond Light Source at Didcot, 
the Diwali Dinner and the Prime
Warden’s weekend at Stratford-on-
Avon were all extremely well
supported by Liverymen across the
Company, for which Pravina and I 
are truly grateful.

Over the year I have had the
privilege of dining on different
occasions at the Old Bailey with the
Judges and the Sheriffs and have
enjoyed the marvellous surroundings
of Mansion House and St Paul’s
Cathedral more times than I thought
possible, certainly more than in all my
previous years in the City.

At the end of August I was invited
as a personal guest by The Worshipful
Company of International Bankers 
to attend the Swan Upping ceremony
at Henley. We spent a superb day
following the Vintners and Dyers in
their rowing boats, watching them
weigh and check the swans for
injuries. I feel honoured to have
experienced this historic ceremony.

However, if there are echoes of my
time which will stay with me, they will
be hearing and seeing the laughter and
happiness of so many children in the
hallowed surroundings of Mansion

House when I took my grand-
daughter, Theia, to the Lord Mayor’s
Children’s party.

I would like to thank sincerely the
Wardens, the Court Assistants and our

new Learned Clerk for easing my time
as Prime Warden; this period could
not have been as rewarding, enjoyable
and satisfying without their support
and friendship.

Past Prime Warden Jash Joshi meets entrants of the Ellsworthy Trophy Competition

We are proud to announce that one of our Liverymen, Colonel Jane
Davis OBE QVRM TD DL RGN has been appointed as the Vice 
Lord-Lieutenant for Greater London. Jane has been a Deputy

Lieutenant since 2008.
The title Lord-Lieutenant is given to the British Monarch’s personal

representatives throughout the United Kingdom, usually in a county or large
city (metropolitan area). They have performed various tasks throughout history
including raising local militia units and numerous ceremonial duties.

Lord-Lieutenants may appoint a Vice Lord-Lieutenant and the nomination is
submitted to the Prime Minister in order that the approval of the Monarch may
be obtained. The Vice Lord-Lieutenant will stand in when the Lord-Lieutenant
cannot be present, is sick or otherwise unable to act, and will carry out such
duties as the Lord-Lieutenant decides.

The Greater London Lieutenancy as well as supporting the Monarch and the
Royal Family in Greater London, is a bridge-builder, connecting individuals,
organisations and social networks, to enhance Londoners’ sense of belonging
and thereby increase social inclusion within the Capital.

Jane has also been Freeman of the Guild of Nurses since 2016. 

A Vice Lord-Lieutenant in our Ranks

Colonel Jane Davis OBE QVRM TD DL RGN 
holds the insignia of the Vice Lord-Lieutenant
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A Visit to the Diamond Light Source Dr Bob Jones

On Thursday 10th May the
Prime Warden and Pravina,
accompanied by a group of

Liverymen (some with their partners)
and I (as a guest of the Company) went
to the Diamond Light Source at Didcot.

We went on a lovely day in May
through the rolling spring countryside
to a decidedly high tech research
institute surrounded by bucolic green.
Diamond is a national scientific facility
located at Harwell in Oxfordshire. We
can think of it as the brightest “light”
bulb in the whole country because it
produces beams of electromagnetic
(EM) radiation containing all wave -
lengths between the infrared which
we feel as heat, visible light which 
we see, the ultraviolet which bees can
see but we cannot and x-rays of all
energies. We enjoyed an informative
lecture followed by a fascinating tour
of the machine itself where we 
stood on top of it and beside it 
seeing kilometres of electric cable,
innumerable computer screens and
robots that dipped samples in liquid
nitrogen and then exposed them to 
the light.

How does it make light?
There is a doughnut shaped

machine containing a stainless steel
pipe surrounded by strong magnets.
Inside the pipe is a vacuum in which 
a beam of high speed electrons
circulates. Electrons are pointlike
particles with an electric charge like
the static charge which we experience
as a spark when we wear wool and
touch metal. A basic law of physics
tells us that whenever a charged object
is accelerated (pushed,
wiggled, bumped) it
must give off EM
radiation. Inside the pipe
the electrons travel at a
speed which is roughly
99.9999985 percent of the
speed of light. To keep
them moving round the
pipe in the doughnut
there are 48 strong
magnets each of which
gives a push to change
the direction of the
electrons. In between the
48 magnets the electrons

go in a straight line. At each of the 48
pushes the beam gives off an intense
beam of EM radiation or “light” of
many different wavelengths.

Where does the light go?
At 30 of these locations

(“beamlines”) the beam of “light” is
sorted into infrared, visible, ultraviolet
or x-ray components. Each of these
components is used as a kind of
microscope to examine
pieces of matter. The more
energetic the “light” the
smaller is the detail we can
see. Infrared could be used
to look at objects the size of
jet turbine blades while the
highest energy (shortest
wave length) x-rays can
detect individual atoms
inside a large molecule like
DNA or a virus.

What does the light tell us?
It is a national facility open to

university researchers as well as to
commercial high-tech industries. It
was paid for by the UK government
(86%) and by the Welcome Foundation
(14%). It has been used to study
corrosion in jet engine fan blades, the
structure of catalysts used to reduce
car emissions and the crystal structure
of compounds used to make more
efficient solar panels. There have been
biological studies of the proteins that
help bacteria stick to surfaces (i.e. us),
of possible sites for drugs to act on
proteins associated with leukaemia, of
the 3D shape of drug molecules and of
the structure of virus particles. It is a

highly versatile research tool essential
to modern science and technology.

How can you access it?
As mentioned above its capital 

cost was met by the UK government
and the Welcome Foundation. The
government funds running costs
include electrical power for the
magnets and permanent teams of 
in-house scientists and technicians

who maintain the machine and each 
of its “light” beamlines. As a user 
from industry you must pay for 
access to the machine but the 
in-house teams will help you set up
your measurements. As a university
researcher you must get external
research funding to support your
specimen preparation and your PhD
students working on your project.
Then you submit a request for a 
fixed amount of time on one of 
the beamlines. All such requests are
prioritised as to scientific merit and
promise by a committee of your peers
(i.e. competitors) and if approved you
pay nothing for access to the lab

provided you publish
your results so they are
available for everyone to
use.

After more than two
hours we left to return to
the “smoke” and to think
about how the modern
world depends on such
remarkable devices.

It could be said that
over the centuries the
blacksmith has similarly
harnessed the power of
nature and its materials to
enhance our lives.
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Bob Hobbs – From Indecisive Engineer to Gold
Medal Winning Blacksmith 

On meeting Bob for the first
time in the early 1980s, I
was impressed by his

desire to research everything he
became interested in. I feel that 
this talent was the reason for 
his many successes in different
fields: as a general engineer; in the
restoration of his steam engine; 
as a blacksmith; later making gold
rings for his family and a little
silver trinket box.

I first met him on an introductory
Blacksmithing course organised 
by Frank Day from COSIRA at
Cannington Agri cultural College.
Frank's sole quest in life was to
promote the craft of blacksmithing. At that time Bob was 
not sure that he should take up the craft while still having 
a successful engineering business, so he sought advice 
from the recognised blacksmiths of that time.

He finally became hooked when attending courses at
Cannington taken by visiting tutor Ken Twigg, a very
talented blacksmith and teacher, specialising in the craft of
making figurines and repoussé. Following Ken's visit there
was an increase in the number of figurines and repoussé
produced, but the two most successful course attendees
were Bob and his neighbour Mike Sully. They both
produced some outstanding figurines, including but not
limited to: The Blacksmith; a Shire horse; an Indian brave
mounted on a horse; the Pied Piper; The Archer, and a team
of horses ploughing a field.

At about this time Bob joined the Guild of Wrought
Ironwork Craftsmen of Wessex which, at the time was at a
low ebb. Bob became an active member of the group and
revitalised the Guild, later becoming a committed and hard-
working committee member before taking on the position
of Master. All his hard work in various roles ensured the

Guild enjoyed a successful spell.
Bob later became a very 

willing and helpful man to go 
to for assistance and advice.
Experienced and novice black -
smiths took their queries to Bob
who was always ready to discuss
these at length, either during a 
visit to his workshop or an evening 
call on the phone. A lot of smiths
benefitted from his knowledge 
and guidance. He, with the help 
of a few other blacksmiths,
designed and created the Frank
Day trophy, presented by the 
Guild to young, up-and-coming
blacksmiths. Mounted atop the

trophy is a figurine in the likeness of Frank Day, crafted by
Bob and the team. 

The outstanding quality of Bob’s work was soon noticed
by a member of the Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths
and he was invited to join as a Liveryman of the Company,
going on to become a member of the Craft Committee.
Within this role Bob was responsible for judging work
submitted by blacksmiths when being considered for
awards and medals given by the Company. Again, he
committed much time and energy to the task, and his
judgement was respected by both applicants and fellow
committee members.

Bob’s own work; his support and promotion of the craft;
his freely given help and advice; his involvement in the
Guild of Wrought Ironwork Craftsmen of Wessex and
support for its training workshops and the active role he
took as a Liveryman, saw him awarded the highest possible
accolade in the craft, the Gold Medal of the Worshipful
Company of Blacksmiths.

Bob Hobbs, top blacksmith, a good man and a great
friend dearly missed.

Roland Hall

An Unusual Occurrence

In March 2017 Peter Allcard (Prime Warden 2001), held
the position of Master of the Guild of Freemen. John
Barber DL MRICS (Prime Warden 2006), followed Peter

as Master of the Guild of Freemen of the City of London in
2018. This happens to be a unique event in City of London
life for Past Prime Wardens to follow each other. The Guild
of Freemen was created in 1908 and has as its centenary
Master The Princess Royal. The Guild has 1800 members,
all of whom are Liverymen or Freemen. Peter Allcard John Barber, MRICS, FASI, FGIS
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At the Ladyday Court 2018 at Charterhouse, 
Mr Albert Poggio OBE GMH was welcomed 
into the Livery of the Worshipful Company of

Blacksmiths. Proposed by the Prime Warden, Dr Robin
McNeill Love, he was supported by the Craft Warden,
Alderman Alastair King.

In proposing Albert Poggio, Robin McNeill Love stated:
“In my view Albert Poggio’s membership of the Livery
would bring very considerable talents to the WCB: the
highest qualities of political and business acumen,
integrity, wisdom, an international perspective and high-
level linkage between the Company and Gibraltar. Mr
Poggio is a ‘larger than life’ character, hugely respected in
political and business circles and all this is combined with
a terrific sense of humour. In summary, he will be an
immense asset to the Company and I am honoured to
propose his admission to our livery.”

I’m sure you would like to know more about Albert’s
professional life and a brief summary follows:

Mr Albert Poggio was appointed United Kingdom
Representative and Director of Gibraltar House for HM
Government of Gibraltar in 1988. He was responsible for 
all matters pertaining to Gibraltar in the UK, promoting all
aspects of the Gibraltar economy, reporting directly to 
the Chief Minister. His remit included liaison with Houses
of Parliament, all Whitehall Departments and regional
Assemblies. 

Holding responsibility for the briefing of members 
of Parliament, and various select committees in the United
Kingdom Parliament Mr Poggio was responsible for the
implementation of the Ministry for Tourism’s policy for 
the growth of visitor arrivals from the UK, working with 
the Minister for Tourism. 

Mr Poggio is Chairman of the Calpe House Charitable
Trust and is responsible for overseeing the interests of the
Trust and its facilities. Calpe House is a building jointly
owned by the Trust and the Government, in London
offering home-from-home accommodation for patients
and families from Gibraltar whilst in the UK for specialist
medical treatment under the Gibraltar Health Authority
Scheme.

He coordinated, on behalf of the Government, a number
of prestigious events, including Gibraltar Day which is held
annually at Guildhall in the City of London.

Mr Poggio is a founding member of MedCruise (the
Association of Mediter ranean Cruise Ports). MedCruise
currently represents 106 Mediterranean Cruise Ports across
22 countries. 

Mr Poggio was the Hon Secretary and past-Chairman,
and a founding member, of the UK Overseas Territories
Association . This Association represents the interests of the
12 remaining British Overseas Territories.

He is Vice Chairman of the Friends of Gibraltar
Association and Friends of Gibraltar Heritage Society. He
sits as a Director on the Board of Gibraltar International
Mint, Gibraltar Inward Investment and Gibraltar Strand
Management Co Ltd.

Mr Poggio is a Freeman of the City of London and was
made an OBE in 2006. He was awarded the Gibraltar
Medallion of Honour in 2014 which is the highest Civic
award given by the Civic authorities in Gibraltar.

Retiring from his position as Head of Mission for
HMGOG in June 2016, he retained all Directorships
indicated above on behalf of HMGOG.

The Worshipful Company very much looks forward to
welcoming Albert and Doreen, Albert’s partner, to future
Livery events.

Overview of Albert Poggio OBE

Albert Poggio OBE GMH, Doreen Mellor, Dr Robin McNeill Love, Poppy McNeill
Love, Ladyday Court Luncheon, Charterhouse, London, 22 March 2018

Prime Warden Dr Robin McNeill Love

Photography by 
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The Egyptian Hall – An Annual Delight
Edward Minchinton

Michael O’Sullivan

The Wardens with the Guests

Past Prime Warden Jash Joshi with the Master Mercer Roddy Graham

The Letter Opener presented to Lord Mayor Charles Bowman

Friday 4 May saw the annual 
visit of the Worshipful Company
of Blacksmiths to the Great

Egyptian Hall at Mansion House 
for our Livery Dinner. We were most
fortunate to have a significant
representation of City Corporation
VIPs join us. These included the 
Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress, 
both Sheriffs, the Recorder, the
Remembrancer and the Dean of 
St Paul’s. From our sister Livery
companies we were joined by the
Master Ironmonger, who proposed the
toast to the Company, the Master
Painter-Stainer, the Master Cutler and
the Master Management Consultant.
We were also honoured to be joined 
by the Master Mercer, the first Master
of the Great Twelve to attend a
Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths’
Banquet.

In the year that sees the 
centenary of the Royal Air Force 
and the fixed wing flying trials for 
HMS QUEEN ELIZABETH it was
especially heartening to see the
Company maintaining strong bonds
with our Armed Forces affiliates.
Our honoured military guests 

included the Com manding Officer of
HMS SULTAN, the Commander of
HMS QUEEN ELIZABETH, and the
Colonel and the Artificer Sergeant 

Major of the Royal Electrical 
and Mechanical Engineers. The
Prime Warden also spoke 
of his desire to expand
our military affiliates
to include the Royal
Air Force and
the Company’s 

work to bring this to fruition. We 
are delighted that this has now come
to pass.

As always, the food; salmon, 
guinea fowl and cherry parfait, was
sublime and the musical accom -
paniment superb with the rendition 
of “Jack’s the Lad” from Wood’s
“Fantasia on British Sea Songs”
accompanied by the traditional ever
quickening clapping. The speeches
from the Prime Warden and the 
Lord Mayor spoke of the importance
of the City in global terms, the
charitable work of the Lord Mayor’s
Appeal and of the Prime Warden’s
year so far. In addition to the
Company’s donation to the Lord
Mayor’s Appeal, the Prime Warden
presented the Lord Mayor with a
beautifully crafted letter opener in 
its own presentation box, also hand
crafted. A most memorable night that
we hope will continue for years to
come.
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Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths
Tonypandy Award

CALL FOR ENTRIES

Iarrived at Charterhouse with my wife, Sylvia, early in
the morning of 22 March 2018. I had the Court meeting
to attend and Sylvia was put to work by our Beadle,

Geoffrey, and his wife, Christine, paper-folding; thus we
were both employed – multi-tasking…almost!

After being greeted by the Prime Warden at the pre-lunch
reception I was informed by Sylvia that Charlotte, our
Newsletter editor, had asked me to write an article on ‘The
Charterhouse Experience’. No pen, no paper, already feeling
a warm glow from the excellent wine, I felt this was unkind
of her but, here goes:-

The Ladyday Court and Luncheon were both very well
attended; in fact there were even a few candidates on the
‘subs bench’.

At the reception we were asked to pay heed to a 
scholarly gentleman who gave an erudite potted history of
Charterhouse. I was later told that the gentleman was in his
nineties, a fact you would not have known from the quality
of his memory; there didn’t seem to be a single fact about
the building he didn’t know. Was he on the original
planning committee? 

Charterhouse was the largest Carthusian monastery in
England. Under Henry VIII it became a private dwelling
where Queen Elizabeth I convened her Privy Council in 
the Great Chamber. The house itself was owned by the
fourth Duke of Norfolk and it was here in 1611 that Thomas
Sutton established his charity, which has been in existence
ever since.

The Charity helped wounded soldiers and sailors as 
well as providing a school for poor boys. James I became
the first Royal Governor of Thomas Sutton’s Foundation
and Cromwell, Wellington and Gladstone were also all
Governors. 

Although damaged in the 2nd World War, the building
has been completely restored and is now very much a going
concern with a museum and guided tours.

This was a most convivial and interesting occasion and 
I can warmly recommend a visit.

The Charterhouse Experience 
Past Prime Warden Hugh Adams, CWCB

The Tonypandy may be awarded annually for a piece which is
considered to be an outstanding example of the skill of a
blacksmith or blacksmiths. The Company welcomes
suggestions from any source for work which meets the criteria
of ‘outstanding’.
A special panel assesses the nominated pieces. We would
welcome applications from British blacksmiths. All work
should be in the United Kingdom.
Work should preferably be accessible to the general public.
Modern and traditional techniques are equally acceptable. 

Work in any metal and heat process is acceptable. The age of the
piece should not exceed five years from completion.
Nominations incorporating as much information as possible on
the submission should be sent to the Chair of the Tonypandy
Committee along with a portfolio of past commissions to:

Sally Clark 
Wildfields Farm, Wood Street Village Guildford, Surrey GU3 3BP

Phone 01483 235244 or email sally@artsmith.co.uk

The application deadline for the 2019 award is 
31st January 2019
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New Liverymen

Ladyday
Mr Roy Chivers

A retired property management director. Guest at 
the Epiphany luncheon in 2018. Proposed by the Prime
Warden and supported by Court Assistant Bob Tunks.
Admitted to the Company Freedom in November 2017.

Mr Albert Poggio OBE GMH
Retired Diplomat who has worked for the Government

of Gibraltar. Has attended the 2017 Banquet and Ladyday
luncheon. Proposed by the Prime Warden and supported
by Alderman Alastair King. Admitted to the Company
Freedom at a special Wardens’ Court March 2018.

Midsummer
Mr Ian Makowski

Retired marketing executive covering Europe and Past
Master of the Tin Plate Workers. Has attended a number
of Company functions. Proposed by the Prime Warden
and supported by Mr Eric Stuart-Bamford. Admitted to
the Company Freedom in May 2018.

Mr Human S Zonouzi
A metallurgist, working as an independent sales

consultant. Attended the Banquet 2018. Proposed by the
Mr Robert Linton and supported by Mr Peter Elliott.
Admitted to the Company Freedom in May 2018.

We welcome our new Liverymen and look forward to seeing them at future Company events

Roy Chivers Albert Poggio

Wessex Guild 50th Anniversary Forge-In
The Prime Warden and I, along with our partners, were

very pleased to be invited to attend the Wessex Guild’s 50th
Anniversary celebrations in Yeovil on 27th-28th October
2018. It was a splendid event, and very well attended by the
Livery. We were delighted to be invited to take part in the
forge-in and contribute to the creation of a commemorative
piece celebrating the four elements, which will tour the
County Shows next year. 

Having had the privilege of being tutored by Freeman
Keith Mahoney AWCB and Liveryman Simon Grant-Jones
FWCB LWCB, when I apparently learnt 3 of the 7 
required forging techniques of the craft, I now have a much
better understanding of the skills involved. The Prime
Warden also got stuck in with a hands-on display of
hammering (with assistance from Liveryman Kevin Boys

FWCB) to create a tadpole to grace the water section of 
the piece.

Events
Please note that, as a result of recent incidents involving

allergies, venues now insist on written notification of all
dietary requirements and inclusion of a warning notice on
menus that serving staff should be consulted should any
further information be required. We will therefore be unable
to confirm your booking for a Company event until a
completed event application form indicating any dietary
requirements (or the lack of) has been received. 

Please also indicate the means by which you intend 
to pay. When paying by bank transfer, please be sure to 
include your name in the reference so that the funds can be
correctly assigned.

Clerk’s Corner Jill Moffatt

Ian Makowski Human Zonouzi
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Prices:               
• Livery Tie   £10 (Liverymen only)
• ‘Social Tie’   £22
• Umbrella     £20
• Cuff Links   £30 (T-bar)
• Cuff Links   £32 (Chain)
• Brooches      £72.50

All items available from the Clerk. A limited supply might be available at Court luncheons.

Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths’ Shop

Show Dates 2019

Diary of Events 2019

Copies of the excellent photographs taken by Michael
O’Sullivan of the Awards Luncheon and other formal

events and reproduced in the Newsletter can be obtained
directly from:

www.michaelosullivanphotography.co.uk 
or michaelphotography@tiscali.co.uk

Telephone: 020 8363 8350

Copies of photographs

Editor: Charlotte Teale
e-mail: blacksmiths.twitter@gmail.com

Telephone: 07906 051 158

North Somerset 6 May         www.nsas.org.uk/north-somerset-show/

Devon County Show 16-18 May www.devoncountyshow.co.uk/

Royal Bath and West 29 May-1 June www.bathandwest.com/home/1/

South of England Show 6-8 June   http://seas.org.uk/south-of-england-show/

Royal Cornwall Show 6-8 June                      http://royalcornwallshow.org/

Royal Three Counties Show 14-16 June www.royalthreecounties.co.uk

Royal Highland Show 20-23 June https://www.royalhighlandshow.org

Royal Norfolk Show 26-27 June http://royalnorfolkshow.rnaa.org.uk/

Great Yorkshire Show* 9-11 July                 http://greatyorkshireshow.co.uk/

Royal Welsh Show 22-25 July         www.rwas.co.uk/royal-welsh-show/

New Forest and Hampshire 30 July-1 Aug www.newforestshow.co.uk/

Edenbridge and Oxted 25-26 August www.edenbridge-show.co.uk/

Dorset County Show 7-8 Sept (tbc)  http://www.dorsetcountyshow.co.uk/

Royal Norfolk Show* 27-28 June http://royalnorfolkshow.rnaa.org.uk/

* Not part of NBCC competition programme but traditionally have strong WCB presence.

Invitations will be sent to all Liverymen but please put these in your diary now

17 January 2019 – Epiphany Court and Luncheon, 
Barber Surgeons’ Hall.

31 January 2019 – Visit to Royal Hospital Chelsea. 

8 March 2019 – Clifford Champion Memorial Dinner, Middle Temple.

21 March 2019 – Ladyday Court and Luncheon, Trinity House.

29 March 2019 – United Guilds Service at St Paul’s with Lunch in
Painters’ Hall. Apply to the Clerk for tickets. 

17 May 2019 – Annual Banquet at Mansion House. 

20 June 2019 – Midsummer Court and Dinner, Church Service,
Apothecaries’ Hall.

24 June 2019 – Election of Sheriffs with Lunch in Painters’ Hall.

25 July 2019 – Election Court, Skinners Hall.

2 October 2019 – Election of Lord Mayor.

24 October 2019 – Michaelmas Awards Luncheon, Painters’ Hall.

4 November 2019 – Garden of Remembrance, St Paul’s Churchyard.

8 November 2019 – Silent Ceremony, Lord Mayor.

9 November 2019 – Lord Mayor’s Show.

Want to win a bottle of bubbly?
Get your answers to the Editor 

blacksmiths.twitter@gmail.com
by 31st January 2019


