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Welcome From Your Editor

Welcome to the Spring edition
of the Company Newsletter.
I hope you have all wintered

well and are welcoming the daffodils,
although the ones near me poked their
heads up VERY early!

As is traditional, the Spring issue
gives us a look back on the Prime
Warden’s year so far, a review of the
Awards luncheon in the Autumn as
well as updates from the City. This
year’s awards luncheon was very 
well attended, with the presentation 
of some firsts including; Stephen 
Lunn DWCF FWCB – the first ever
two-time winner of the Tonypandy
Cup, head to page 6 to read more
about his creations. 

We also saw the Silver Medal
presented to Shona Johnson and Peter
Hill, this landmark being twofold 
with Shona being the first female
Blacksmith to receive the Silver Medal
and Shona and Peter the first couple 

to both hold the Silver Medal. For full
details of all awards please head to 
the centrespread. The criteria for the
awards can also be found on our
website: blacksmithscompany.co.uk/
craft/awards/

I’d like to take this opportunity 
to apologise for an error in issue 
52 regarding the Annual Banquet. 
That issue stated that it was the 
first visit by a Master of the Great 
Twelve. This was the first visit by 
the Master Mercer to a Blacksmiths’
Banquet, however we have been
honoured by Masters of the Great
Twelve previously, namely our ‘sister’
company, the Ironmongers.

As the evenings grow longer
thoughts of county shows come to
mind and the dates of for these 
can be found on the back page. I
encourage everyone to attend these
shows as it is a great opportunity to
see the living craft of Blacksmithing

in action and have
an enjoyable day
out. There is also
the opportunity to observe potential
winners of the 2019 Awards at work
creating their pieces for the various
competitions. 

As always, I hope you enjoy this
publication and you feel it gives
accurate insight into the Company,
the City and the Craft. I am always
on the hunt for content and welcome
article submissions covering any of
the areas. I encourage you to contact
me, my contact details can be found
on the back page, the final date for
submissions for the Autumn 2019
edition is 30th June. I also welcome
any feedback you may have. 

All that leaves me to say is I hope
you have a wonderful summer and I
hope to see you at one of the many
Company events or County Shows
which are coming up.

Cover Images – Two-time Tonypandy Winner Stephen Lunn with the Duchess of Northumberland and the gates created by Stephen in her honour. Images from ChronicleLive
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Who says we won’t be able to obtain French Horns 
after Brexit?

Congratulations to Past Prime Warden
Sir Neil Thorne

the winner of the 52nd Issue
Caption Competition

– Please contact the Editor so we can 
get your prize to you –

Be sure to check out our online presence:



As part of my Prime Warden’s social programme, 
I was delighted to be able to arrange for the
Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths to visit The

Royal Hospital Chelsea in January 2019.
As the Royal Hospital Chelsea website informs us, the

Royal Hospital Chelsea is a Grade I and II listed site, a
beautiful architectural legacy left to the Nation by King
Charles II and Sir Christopher Wren. Maintenance of the site
continues today with ongoing restoration work to ensure
that this legacy lives on into the future. Some 300 army
veterans live at the Royal Hospital today, including those
who have served in Korea, the Falkland Islands, Cyprus,
Northern Ireland and World War II. Others may not have
served in campaigns, but all understand what it means to
be a soldier and the potential sacrifice that it entails.
Ongoing work ensures that the Royal Hospital Chelsea will
care for the next generation of veterans.

The Royal Hospital Chelsea website states: “The Royal
Hospital Chelsea is the home of the iconic veterans of the
British Army, the Chelsea Pensioners. We offer excellent
accommodation, comradeship and the highest standards of
care in recognition of their loyal service to the nation. Any
former soldier of the British Army over the age of 65, who
is facing spending their advanced years alone, can apply for
residence as an In-Pensioner.” 

As with the visit to Cunard’s QUEEN VICTORIA at
Southampton in November, we had a first class turnout with
46 members of the Livery and their guests signing up for
the visit.  Concerning the tour, this is described by the Royal
Hospital Chelsea website as: “You too can discover the
history behind this unique national institution by booking
a guided walking tour of the Royal Hospital led by 
a resident Chelsea Pensioner. You will marvel at Sir
Christopher Wren’s stunning buildings, hear the captivating
stories of our inhabitants - both past and present – and learn
about what life is like for today’s veterans at the Royal
Hospital. The tour route takes groups across the length of
the site to visit its main attractions including The Great Hall,
Chapel and Figure Court.”  

We started the day with lunch served in the Chelsea
Pensioners Club, now restricted to military visits due to
security concerns. This privilege was why I used my RN
rank for this visit. A sumptuous curry lunch prepared us
well for the Tour which was undertaken by the group with
characteristic fortitude due to the cold weather and even
colder wind. A video in the Visitor Centre set the scene and
then we commenced the tour.  Two groups were formed,
both very ably led by Chelsea Pensioners, Mr Bill Bullick
and Mr John Morris. It was a fascinating insight into the
history of this famous institution which was also brought to
life due to unique and often humorous personal insights
from our Tour Guides. The visit ended with a very welcome
Cup of Tea and Cake in the Margaret Thatcher Infirmary
Café before we all went our separate ways.
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Inside the Home of the Chelsea Pensioners 
Dr Robin McNeill Love DL MB BS FFOM MSc MRCGP DRCOG DA(UK) DAvMed

We commence the tour with our Chelsea Pensioner Guides

The Wren Chapel

The Great Hall
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The Yeovil Showground proved
to be the perfect venue for 
this ‘once in a lifetime’ Guild

event which attracted more than 
65 blacksmiths, supporters and
friends from the UK and Europe.
Although weather was bitterly cold
this being enhanced by a biting
wind, the rain fortunately kept 
away, and participants managed to
keep themselves warm by forging,
drinking copious amounts of tea 
and coffee, whilst being nourished
by a vast range of delicious cakes
provided by Liz Sutcliffe and Di
Allen. Added to this there was of
course, the usual blacksmithing 
good humour and bonhomie. Even
those who were camping managed
to keep smiling!

As well as affording the
opportunity for a Guild get-together,
the Forge-In was organised to
finalise the design and layout of 
the 50th Anniversary Panel and to
contribute as many pieces as possible
for the ‘infills’. By the end of a
weekend of hard work (enhanced 
by the need to keep warm perhaps?)
all this was achieved, and the aim is
now to keep the momentum going
by holding a Members’ Weekend at
Kingston Maurward on 13th and 
14th April when the panel will 
be completed ready for receiving
protective treatment and finally
unveiling at the North Somerset
Show. 

On the Saturday evening, delegates
and friends joined together in the
Yeovil Rugby Club to partake in a
splendid meal which was followed 
by musical entertainment provided 
by Merv’s folk band Rusty Wizzard’.
Diners were encouraged to sing 
along and a hearty rendition of the
‘Blacksmiths’ Song was provided by
the Worshipful Company’s Chorale
featuring Rusty Wizzard. There was
also a memorable performance by
Prime Warden, Robin McNeill Love 
of ‘What Shall We Do With The 
Drunk Prime Warden’ which we are
pleased to report only included those

verses proving suitable for a cultured
audience!

As is traditional, a raffle was held
during the evening and we are
delighted to report that £137 was
raised for Guild funds.

The Guild AGM was held at first
light, at least that’s what it felt like,
on the Sunday morning. A full report
of the proceedings will be provided
in the next issue of The Crucible.

A million thanks go out to all
those who helped and supported the
Guild in making this event a success
and for their contribution to what
promises to be a fantastic piece of
ironwork.

From the Newsletter of the Guild of Wrought Iron Craftsmen of Wessex

The 50th Anniversary Forge-In 

Elements coming together

Past Prime Warden Adrian Oliver and 
Prime Warden Dr Robin McNeill Love chip in

The range of outerwear 
showing the breadth of
attendees
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It was in 2009 that Poppy and I,
having read an advert in the Sunday
Papers, were attracted to book a

passage on the last of the world’s true
ocean liners (as opposed to cruise
ships) – the RMS QUEEN MARY 2
(QM2). We subsequently sailed from
Southampton to New York. What
became immediately apparent was the
rich history and unique ethos of the
prestigious Cunard Line and the vital
role that Cunard has played in Anglo-American relations
since its inception. The Cunard brand continues to build on
this unique heritage and since our first voyage on the QM2,
Poppy and I have always been impressed with each of the
Cunard Ships. The only draw-back, during a cruise, is that
on the day before disembarkation, we mutually develop a
reinforcing state of total despondency
as the wonderful Cunard ‘bubble’ is
about to burst. I have however found 
a most effective cure – a little sprint
down to the Cunard World Club office
to book the next voyage!  

Cunard has close relations with the
Royal Navy and, as you can imagine, 
it is always a joy to be at sea in such 
style and yet not have any work to do!
In particular, I don’t miss the ‘Crash 
on Deck’ alarm that was positioned 
in the Principal Medical Officer’s 
Cabin in HMS ILLUSTRIOUS and
tested every morning!  

Planning for my Prime Warden’s
Year, if I were to be elected, I wished ‘my’ theme to be the
Royal Navy (and hence our nation’s Merchant Navy too)
and Defence Medicine.  Therefore, I wrote to the Senior Vice
President of Cunard in April 2018 and asked if it would 
be possible for members of our livery to visit one of the
Cunard ‘Queens’ which I suggested would be an occasion 
to celebrate three unique national
institutions: Cunard, the Worshipful
Company of Blacksmiths and hence the
City of London.  I used my Royal Navy
rank in the hope of persuading Cunard
that this visit could take place within
the context of maritime cooperation!

To my dismay, I received a very
polite response from Cunard in May
2018 stating that, with regret, due to 
the tight schedules during ship turn -
arounds that it was not possible to
accommodate my request and that this
not therefore their usual practice. So
that was the end of my aspiration to
bring members of our Livery onboard. Or so I thought . . .

In August 2018, I was delighted to receive an email from
Cunard informing me that an opportunity had now arisen
to visit a Cunard Ship and as a result, 49 members of the
Company and their guests booked to visit the QUEEN
VICTORIA, berthed at Southampton, in November 2018.

Some interesting statistics
concerning QUEEN VICTORIA
include the following: Gross Registered
Tonnage: 90,049; Length Overall: 965
Feet (293.8 metres); Maximum Beam:
118 feet (36.0 metres); 2061 guests; 981
crew. The QUEEN VICTORIA was
ordered on 5 April 2004, she was laid
down on 12 May 2006 at the Fincantieri
ship builders, Marghera, Italy and
floated on 15 January 2007. Her

Naming Ceremony was performed at Southampton by
HRH The Duchess of Cornwall on 10 December 2007 and
her Maiden Cruise commenced on 11 December 2007 from
Southampton to Rotterdam.

Having arrived at Southampton Cruise Terminal bright
and early, we were divided into groups of approximately 

10 visitors and we were given a full
tour of the public areas of the ship, it
took almost two hours! This included
State Rooms of a number of grades
(including the highest), the Queen’s
and Princess Grill Restaurants, the
Britannia Club Restaurant, the Royal
Court Theatre (the first theatre at sea to
have private boxes), the Commodore
Club (a spectacular cocktail bar over
the bridge), the Spa and Fitness Centre,
The Yacht Club (a dance and bar
venue), the Queens Ball Room, the
Royal Arcade, the two-story library, 
the Winter Garden Lounge with
retractable glass roof and the two

swimming pools (in addition to the Spa Pool).
The ship tour was completed with a three-course lunch

with wine in the Britannia Restaurant. The quality of the
food and wine was widely appreciated by all and one guest
so enjoyed their chocolate mousse that they graciously took
up the offer of the steward to enjoy a second one!  “You only

live once” was the potential rationale
behind this wise decision!

It was a particular pleasure for the
Company that Past Prime Warden Dr
Barry Graham and Mrs Pat Graham
were able to join us. They are much
missed at company events in London
and so it was good to be able to
welcome them onboard the QUEEN
VICTORIA. 

The tour completed after lunch with
a Group Photograph on the main stairs
in the Grand Lobby. It was tempting 
to stay and pose for the photograph
just long enough to ensure that our

disembarkation was delayed with the result that we 
would have to sail with the ship rather than return to the
land-based reality of a rather grey November afternoon in
Southampton! A highly enjoyable visit and demonstrated
the recurring theme of the great camaraderie that exists
within the company – whether on land or at sea.

All Aboard
Dr Robin McNeill Love DL MB BS FFOM MSc MRCGP DRCOG DA(UK) DAvMed

Admiring a model of the Ship and try to locate 
the onboard forge

Lunch is served in the Britannia Restaurant and the
Prime Warden demonstrates how to raise a glass

and balance a globe on his head at the same time!

A grand effort to prolong the photograph just long
enough to ensure that we delay disembarkation and

so sail away onboard the QUEEN VICTORIA!
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(Images from ChronicleLive 

From Dismissing Gates to Winning Awards for Them

Istarted my craft in 1975 alongside
my Father and elder brother in 
the family business. We were

general blacksmiths, shoeing horses,
undertaking farm repairs and making
bits and pieces. My father gave a
good introduction to our training. 
I started a 6-month blacksmithing
and horse shoeing course at a local
college with almost a different tutor
each week. I completed a City and
Guilds in welding at Ashington
Technical College and awarded silver
medal on completion. At Hereford
college I completed a Diploma in
horse shoeing, but most importantly
was the Cosira NETS course on
blacksmithing.

After my training I shod horses for
two days a week and performed
general blacksmithing and I dismissed
any work that involved house gates,
railings or similar. Although I was very
proficient at, let’s call it, the Victorian
style of iron work it just did not interest
me. I felt it was just making a copy of 
a copy which is never better than 
the original.

One day my brother heard that there
was a blacksmith’s meeting at Carlisle
and I went along, it was the first
meeting for BABA. Ron Carter, Terry
Clark, Stewart Hill, Ron Brown were
the attendees I remember the most. 
If memory serves, it was Terry Clark
who tapered a bit of 11/2 square bar
under the power hammer, put it on 
the anvil and said that is the future 
of blacksmithing and it’s called
contemporary art. It was like I’d been
hit by lightning, I suddenly realised 
I could design my own iron work. 

As soon as we got back plans were
made to totally change the business,
we now started looking for art jobs,
learning to design on each project. I
made a decision not to look at any
reference books but to start designing
from a clean head. In the beginning the
clients were a bit conservative and
therefore I toned down my designs
(the clients were after all paying for it).
That felt like some of our best designs
stayed sitting on paper. 

It took quite a few years to totally

give up horses and general work as 
I had to build a portfolio before I 
could be considered on large projects.
I have never regretted moving the
business in this direction, I am so
happy in my work now. It was not
always easy, especially when my 
father died, his death rocking the
business. A few years later my brother
also died suddenly. It took 10 years 
to buy his part of the business and 
by then I had bought my workshop
three times over. Work became thin 
on the ground and customers stopped
coming by because they did not want
to mention my loss. It didn’t help 
that the local council was spreading
rumours that I had gone bankrupt, I
only found out when the tax office
asked for my winding up papers!

The Duchess gates for which I 
was awarded the Tonypandy cup was
a wonderful commission. It started 
a few years earlier with a brief of
figurative ribbons and copper but
when I was going to present the
designs the meeting was cancelled.
Time passed and I assumed the job was
cancelled, so I rang up to say I would
be sending my invoice for the designs
and I was told they would call me
back. They did, resulting in a new
meeting at which new ideas were
given; wild roses, feminine, to be a 
lasting reminder of the Duchess of

Northumberland. It was to remind
people what the Duchess had done for
Northumberland, mainly the “Alnwick
Gardens” a major tourist attraction.
Also . . . to keep the rabbits out.

Making the gates was a blacksmiths'
dream; all forged in small sections
before being fire welded up, leaving 
6ft sections ready to shape and fit
together. Each leaf branch of seven
leaves had nine fire welds; first weld
heat just to stick second heat to give
full strength. A total of 18 welding
heats per branch, I could have tried
one heat welds, but I was having too
much fun. Making the shape of the
leaves I didn’t copy a wild rose but
chose to resemble them instead. I took
the same path with the flower heads,
changing the shape and adding extra
petals. These I chose to forge from 316l
stainless steel and had them electro
polished to give that extra shine.

I made repeat "C" shapes of leaves
and flower clusters which I could twist
and rivet onto the main branches
giving it a full complex look. The
design covered the entire work, the
pattern inviting you in then, as you get
closer, you see the thorns on the thicker
branches making you stop and think
for a moment, mixing your feelings.

For the bottom section I asked the
client what her favourite flower and
colour were, Iris and purple the reply,

Stephen Lunn DWCF FWCB

The Duchess with her gates
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 and Stephen Lunn)

this was perfect to keep the rabbits out!
I asked Helen Gerierson, a local glass
artist, to make the flowers heads.
Initially I had to argue to keep them 
in but everyone is so glad they are 
there now.

For the word “World First” we
made the gates sing bird song in its
own metallic voice. I asked Richard
Benjamin, an electronic engineer, to do
this work, he built it all from scratch.
Hidden in-between two leaves was a
computer motion sensor and a bone
speaker that vibrated the leaves to
form a speaker. It was a wonderful
metallic sound but still bird song.
There were nine of these fitted close to
a forged song bird, 27 meters of cable
needed to hide inside the frame work.
The cables leading to a main control
panel, here the sounds could be
changed at any time, you did not want
them going off all at once.

Richard was running late, working
day and night to make it work, which
meant he was fitting the cables while 
I was painting, not the best timing! 
The grand opening was locked in,
Richard got it all working but 18
months later it started failing. In the
rush of pulling the wire through the
frame work damage must have
occurred leading to a fault that could
not be fixed without stripping the
artwork down. Unbeknownst to me
the client asked a third party to revise
the work and I apologise for the now
showing cables, it upsets me but
visitors looking at the gates don't seem
to mind.

I always offer my clients a small

colour choice to make sure I get the
colour I like but this time I kept getting
a message back saying more shiny. I
have never liked gloss paint on my
work (shading and lots of colours is
my preference). I rang a few suppliers
who gave me no ideas, then I thought
if I chrome plated a sample the client
would see that shiny was wrong. I
found a chroming system you do with
spray paints, bought a sample kit for
£400.00 thinking this is expensive, but
worth it to prove the client wrong.
Playing with the paint I found if I
missed the penultimate process the
paint looked like armour, bright metal
that shone when it was darker then
turned dark when the sun was shining
bright, it was perfect for this project
and . . . the client was right.

For the fixing a 20ft high screen was
built around the wall so no one could
see the artwork before the unveiling. 
I loved the idea of mystery and
suspense but it meant I had to lift 
all the ironwork over this makeshift
wall but I have a really good fixing
team and all went well. For the grand
unveiling it was wonderful watching
the Duchess and crowds seeing it for
the first time, in position, fully painted
and singing. I gave a speech before
handing the Duchess the key with 
a skull and crossbones on the top, 
as this artwork will represent the 
Duchess of Northumberland when she
is long gone.

In contrast, some of my unusual
projects include: 1 – 14ft mermaid
holding up a balcony; 2 – Turning a
house to look as if it is under the ocean,

complete with a 15ft octopus; 3 – A
wild boar flying through a wall; and 
4 – A sculpture to honour a ghost. 
All this work would not happen if 
it was not for brave customers
commissioning them. It is they who
keep this industry alive. My best
commissions have come from ordinary
people spending their savings on
artwork, not art collectors or art
projects, I find this very humbling.

Further examples of Stephen’s work 
showing his breadth and diversity

The key, as the gates will carry on after death
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Award Win

Photography b

Presented by Chairman of the Craft Committee, Court Assistant John Richardson

The Stanley Allcard Cup
The Blacksmiths’ Company 

Army Cup

David Harman

Reserve National Static 
Champion Blacksmith

(Not Present)

Peter Smith

Reserve National 
Live Champion 

Blacksmith

Bronze Medal
Presented by Renter Warden, Dr Nicholas Land

Past Prime Warden, Richard Regan OBE
Diplomas of Merit

Simon Ashby Paul Ashmore Sam Bailey

Andrew Basnett Dean Harris Rowan Taylor

Mitchell Bridger Daniel Dawson CFN Phil Jones

John Beavis Anthony Ingarfield Steve Miller

The Camelia Botnar 
Foundation Cup
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nners 2018

by Mark Witter

The Requirements for Awards are described on our website https://blacksmithscompany.co.uk/

The Viscount Tonypandy Award

Presented by Prime Warden, Dr Robin McNeill Love 
DL MB BS FFOM MSc MRCGP DRCOG DA(UK) DAvMed

Stephen Lunn

National Static Champion BlacksmithNational  Live Champion Blacksmith

Silver Medal

Simon Hall Rhys Harlin

Sergeant Howard Hague Shona JohnsonPeter Hill

Prior of the Priory of England and the Islands of the Order of St John,
Surgeon Rear Admiral Lionel Jarvis CBE KStJ DL

Royal Air Force 
Winged Thunderbolt Award
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Go to the City to make my own Gin . . . Yes Please! 

For those that know me, it’ll be no
surprise that when offered the
opportunity to attend the City of

London Distillery with my mother
Jane Oliver I almost fell over myself
with excitement. Not only was I able
to attend and ‘meet’ the stills but also
create my own unique botanical blend
with a bottle to take home!

For those not looking for it, the City
of London Distillery or CoLD is easily
missed. When turning off Fleet Street
the unassuming doorway on Bride
Lane could be easily mistaken for an
office entrance if it wasn’t for the City
Livery on the door.

Although it was a disappointingly
dreary Spring day spirits were soon
lifted when presented with a glass of
CoLD’s flagship gin ‘City of London
Gin No.1’ on arrival. The fresh citrus
undertones complimented by the
subtle carbonation of Lamb and Watt
tonic. Whilst we supped, Chris Clark,
manager and son of the owner, took
the opportunity of a moment of silence
to introduce the distilling process.
This included the surprisingly brief
history of CoLD, opening in 2012 it
was the first distillery in the City after
an absence of 200 years. 

CoLD use copper stills to distil 
their trademark gins with several on
the premises. We were introduced to 
the imposing Clarissa and Jennifer,
with capacities of 200L as well as 
the stunning Elizabeth with a total
capacity of 400L. These however would
be a little large for our purposes and 
as such were introduced to the seven
dwarves. After being assigned Dopey,
I hope not a reflection of our abilities,
we got to work.

Juniper is the flavour basis of 
any Gin, originally believed to have

medicinal benefits. Alongside this
angelica root is used for its mixing
effect with coriander which is used 
to mask alcoholic harshness. It is
recommended that you add 2-5
additional botanicals to reach the
flavour profile desired. Although
some Distillers, namely Monkey 47
flout that suggestion! 

We had a wide selection of
botanicals at our disposal including
pepper – to give oomph to the final
product, liquorice root – for sweetness,
yarrow and oris – for body and 
depth. I however have a leaning
towards citrus based gins, especially
grapefruit. As such grapefruit peel
was my dominant ingredient with
complimentary botanicals to ensure it
wasn’t unpleasantly bitter. Chris was
careful to ensure that none of our
combinations were unpalatable for
example, putting almond in with
citrus would result in an undrinkable
combination, ginger however can lift
the final taste of the gin.  

Chris was a fabulous host ensuring
our glasses were never dry for long
with gins coming in quick succession.
CoLDs Christopher Wren Gin being a
favourite of mine (you can imagine my
excitement when I recently found it 
in the local supermarket) and Square
Mile Gin also a delightful tipple. It did
however mean that measuring out the
ingredients to 1/100th of a gram took
a couple of attempts to get accurate.

I should add at this point that
Mummy had invited me as her plus 1
but warned me in advance that she
didn’t like gin, would not be drinking
gin and I could have hers. I was onto 
a winner! I did suggest that maybe 
her past experiences were not of 
the best quality gins, but she was
adamant. Needless to say, she’s now 
a fan of a citrus number and I didn’t 
get a look in!

Once all weighed out we headed
over to Dopey and added our
botanicals to the ethanol mix. As the
heat rose and the condensate dripped
through we were told to remove the
first 10-15ml as this had residue from
the last users, however with a little
taste test we were able to identify

when this changed, and we could start
collecting. The excitement rose as the
jugs filled however we had to pay
attention as, with the beginning, the
last of the liquid could be rather bitter
and we had to be sure to remove the
jugs to avoid tainting our creation. 

Once we had the final drop in the
jugs we were handed a hydrometer, a
device for measuring the percentage 
of spirits. Too high and you have to
add water before bottling to comply
with Customs and Excise. Turns out
we didn’t live up to our stills name
and we got 40° proof on the nose. All
gins were adjusted as required and
bottled before being wax sealed ready
to take home. Those with extra could
have a G&T of their own creation
whilst Mummy and I went for a repeat
of our favourite CoLD gins.

Our recipe is now stored onsite and
should we ever want a bottle we can
order bottles to be made up, which we
did this Christmas with six bottles
arriving in December. The name . . .
Huakerepe Tīni or Grapefruit Gin in
Māori.

Charlotte Teale

Elizabeth, Clarissa and Jennifer resplendent

A small selection of the botanicals available

Jane and the finished product
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Personal Reflections on a Full First Six Months 

As every Prime Warden will know from experience,
when the election court elected me to become the
Prime Warden in July 2018 and the outgoing Prime

Warden placed the Badge of the Prime Warden around my
neck, the responsibility of the position finally becomes
apparent and keenly felt.  It is always much easier in life to
“shine” when following on from a poor-quality predecessor.
This easy “pass” was not to be extended to me because I
followed on from a very successful and highly respected
Prime Warden, Mr Jash Joshi. However much as one
prepares, it is very different when one assumes the mantle
of office.   

What is clear is what a great honour it is to be appointed
as Prime Warden of the Worshipful Company of
Blacksmiths (WCB). It carries a trusted responsibility to
represent our distinguished Livery Company and hence 
the Craft of the Blacksmith both within the City of London
and to all parts of the United Kingdom.

Rather than go through, in detail, my diary of events I
will concentrate on a few themes which I hope the readers
of this Newsletter will find of interest:

The WBC is highly and widely respected and whenever
I – often accompanied by my wife, Poppy, or our learned
Clerk, Jill Moffatt – turn up to events, fellow liverymen and
other hosting organisations are genuinely pleased to see us.
(For the rest of this article, whenever I write “we” I mean
myself and often Poppy and/or Jill). The WCB is clearly
highly respected in the City and our reputation reflects this.

Other Livery companies are very cognisant that we have
a real and active Craft to support, honour and represent and
this makes us very different to some of the other Livery
Companies where this is not the case. This priceless linkage

means that we are very far from being simply a City Dining
Club. Whenever we turn up to County Shows, and visit the
Blacksmiths in their forges, it is always a humbling and
deeply appreciated experience to receive the warmth of
welcome as representatives of the WCB.

The wide-ranging events that the Prime Warden is
expected to attend – City, Livery, Blacksmith, wider society
– requires forward planning and a key eye to the detail of
my dairy.  The support of both Poppy and Jill is crucial in
this respect. 

My primary source of advice must be the Father and my
fellow Wardens.  I have learnt much from those Past Prime
Wardens with whom I have had the honour to serve on the
Wardens’ Court – Past Prime Wardens Nigel Whitehead,
Richard Regan OBE and Jash Joshi.  I have learnt much from
them on how to deal with the inevitable ‘fast balls’ that can
occur and of which so much remains behind the scenes from
the wider Livery.

I am very fortunate to have the support and wise counsel
of the Father (Past Prime Warden Rodney Lyons), the Third
Warden (Mr Jash Joshi), the Renter Warden (Dr Nick Land)
and the Craft Warden (Alderman Alastair King). Being a
Prime Warden can be a lonely position because the “buck
stops with you” and so the support of the Father and the
Wardens to me is essential and helps keep me “on the
straight and narrow” as I progress through my year as
Prime Warden.

As you know, we have a (relatively) new Clerk, Jill
Moffatt. For those members of the Livery who do not have
sight of the requirements of Jill’s role, I suspect they would
be surprised at the complex, multi-factorial and constantly
changing role of the Clerk in 2019. The Clerk’s role is vital
to the success and reputation of the WCB and I am very
grateful for the sterling efforts that Jill has made to come up
to speed with her responsibilities.  

Dr Robin McNeill Love DL MB BS FFOM MSc MRCGP DRCOG DA(UK) DAvMed

Election Court, Vintners’ Hall, Thursday 26 July 2018

The Prime Warden, Robin, and his Consort, Poppy, join Merv Allen FWCB at the
Dorset County Show, September 2018



At the completion of the Forge-In of the Guild of Wrought Ironwork Craftsmen 
of Wessex, Poppy and Robin – and other distinguished visitors from the WCB –
were invited to a celebration dinner at Yeovil Rugby Club. The picture shows a
beautifully crafted candle holder made and presented by Malcolm Shepherd

AWCB to Robin and very kind flowers presented to Poppy by the Master of the
Guild of Wrought Ironwork Craftsmen of Wessex, Mr Andy Hall FWCB

The Winners of the 2018 Elworthy Trophy proudly demonstrate the Elworthy
Sword which was presented by HM Lord-Lieutenant of Greater London, 

Sir Kenneth Olisa OBE, at RAF Northolt on 13 October 2018
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I would be remiss if I did not mention the outstanding help
provided to Jill by Honorary Court Assistant, Christopher
Jeal. Christopher’s understanding and depth of knowledge
of the WCB is unique and we all owe him a great debt 
of gratitude.

The late Father of the Company, Past Prime Warden Peter
Rayner, has very generously bequeathed to the Company of
approximately £233,000. Christopher Jeal is the Executor 
of Peter’s estate and the Wardens and Court will ensure that
this is used to the maximum benefit of the Company. This
legacy will provide benefit to future generations of our
Livery and help ensure that the WCB grows from strength
to strength. 

It is always somewhat daunting standing up to address
the Full Court and yet is also a privilege because of the
collective goodwill that exists to support me in my role as
your Prime Warden.  I am also challenged to explain certain
issues, and this is most welcome to me – and my fellow
Wardens – because this acts as a priceless check on our
policies and developments within the WCB.  

I am very grateful to all Chairs and members of the WCB
Committees.  These committees are vital to the very existence
of the WCB.  The work of the Chairs and members often
involves considerable commitment, again often behind 
the scenes, and their vital contribution should always be
appreciated and honoured by the Livery.

The Blacksmiths Newsletter is a high-quality publication
and yet this takes up an immense amount of writing and
editorial time – again behind the scenes.  I am very grateful
to Charlotte Teale, Nigel Whitehead, Jim Cook, Merv Allen
and Jill Moffatt – and all the other contributors – for their
tireless work to ensure that this is published. 

CAPC continues to perform a vital function, on behalf of
the Wardens and the Court, in recommending, selecting and
preparing members of the Livery to enter the Court, based
on a true appreciation by the new Court Assistant of the
responsibility that this entails and with their ultimate aim of
being elected as Prime Warden. Past Prime Wardens Chris
Childs, John Shreeves and John McCuin undertake this
responsibility seriously, sensitively and with empathy and
the Livery as a whole owes them a great debt of gratitude 
for the work that they do.

By now, Poppy and I have hosted two very enjoyable
Prime Warden’s Social Events. The first was the visit to
Cunard’s QUEEN VICTORIA berthed at Southampton on
in November 2018 and the second being the visit to the
Royal Hospital Chelsea on in January 2019. These visits
were both strongly supported and illustrate the bonds of
friendship and camaraderie that exist within our unique
and thriving Livery.  

The Prime Warden and Learned Clerk visit HMS Sultan and proudly 
demonstrate the WCB Crest on HMS Sultan’s Steam Lorry
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On the social front, my main effort is now to finalise the
arrangements for my Prime Warden’s Weekend to Gibraltar
in April 2019. We have the magnificent number of Liverymen
and their guests attending and Poppy and I are looking
forward to taking all through a bustling programme.  It goes
without saying that we are very grateful for the support
shown to us by these who have committed to this weekend.
In addition, we are also the first to understand that for many
Liverymen – and for a multitude of reasons – it is not
possible to attend. 

On a personal note, on 8 January 2019, I was informed by
HM Lord-Lieutenant of Greater London, Sir Kenneth Olisa
OBE, that I have been appointed as a “Deputy Lieutenant”
of Greater London. This is clearly a great honour for me and
I will work to ensure that the WCB is further strengthened
by another “DL” within our ranks.

My next key task is to finalise the arrangements of the
Strategic Review which I suspect will occur in May or June
2019.

I now share a few photographs of just some of the events
that Poppy and I have been privileged to attend this year on
your behalf as your Prime Warden and Consort.    

In conclusion, being your Prime Warden is a busy and
privileged role.  I could not do this without your collective
support and I am immensely grateful to you all for electing
me to this unique position.  As I am sure Past Prime Wardens
will realise, and those yet to be elected, you spend the first
couple of months “learning the ropes”. You then become
gradually more accomplished in the role and you are just
(hopefully!) getting really good at being Prime Warden when
the next Election Court comes around and it is then time 
to hand over the Badge of Office (and the Indian Necklace)
to your successor.

Poppy and I are deeply grateful to you all for your
support, wise counsel and friendship and you can rest
assured that we will continue to do our best for the WCB
until we hand over to our successors in July 2019. We will
then sail away on the QUEEN ELIZABETH!

Maurice Greenberg C.Eng, MIET, MIMechE
admitted to the Livery in 1995, passed away in
November at the age of eighty-six. His was a

familiar face at Company events and at County Shows
where he was often to be found in the company of, and
befriending, the working smiths.

Maurice had been a pupil at
City of London School following
which he went on to study
electrical engineering. He was
particularly well known in 
the engineering and technology
community for his voluntary
work to which he dedicated
much time. In the early sixties
Maurice joined the British
Broadcasting Corporation where
he remained until his retirement
in 1989. While at the BBC he 
was one of the five engineers
supporting television coverage of the investiture of HRH
Prince Charles as Prince of Wales. 

Included among his many voluntary activities Maurice
was a major blood donor once telling me how much blood
he had donated over the years, for which he received
many accolades. I regret being unable to recall the
amount, but remember being amazed by such a
phenomenal quantity, certainly more than Hancock’s
“armful”.

Among his enthusiasms, which included rifle-shooting,

Maurice’s love of cars was paramount. Until four or 
five years ago his regular car had been a Porsche Boxster
but his real interest and passion was veteran cars. In 
his garage he had for some years been painstakingly
carrying out a full, ground-up restoration of a Lancia

Dilambda and he was always
happy to show photographs of
the progress he was making. 

I recall an occasion when 
he attended a meeting of the
British-Italian Society, as my
guest, at which there was a
display of mainly older Italian
cars. I had been looking forward
to introducing him to some of
the other car owners who were
members of the Society only 
to discover that Maurice knew
most of them better than I did!

Liveryman John Thring recalls
an occasion Maurice went to stay with him in Yorkshire
and polished his Sheffield Simplex before John, Liz and
he set off to participate in the Hull to Scarborough Veteran
Car Club run. On another occasion Maurice rode in 
John’s Cadillac from Hyde Park to the Concours in
Regents Street before the London Brighton run. I have 
also heard mention that in his younger days he did some
rally driving. 

Maurice was an interesting and kindly man and will be
missed by many.

Maurice Greenberg Remembered 
Past Prime Warden Nigel Whitehead



14

Big is Beautiful?

Most people's image of the
blacksmith is of a big burley
man, with an even bigger

hammer, knocking the living daylights
out of a large piece of red hot iron 
on the anvil. This image is backed up 
by paintings of blacksmiths and the
work that they do including shoeing
horses. Much of the work that I see 
at shows falls in this category. Well
executed but heavy work with no
thought given to the characteristic
strength of the material.

There is another side to this story.
One of fine, light delicate work that
uses the inherent strength of the
material to produce artefacts that are
pleasing to the eye and to the touch.
This aspect of blacksmithing requires
small hammers, delicate precision
blows that are delivered at speed to
make the best use of the short time 
the metal is at the correct forging
temperature.  

It also requires concentration, as
two seconds too long in the fire can
result in a piece of burnt iron that
cannot be rescued. In today's black -

smithing world there are many highly
skilled blacksmiths producing fine
delicate work that in some instances
falls into the jewellery category, in 
as much that it can be worn on the
person or on clothing as a fashion
accessory.

Throughout history from the Early
Iron Age, Celtic, Roman and Saxon
periods, through medieval, renais -
sance periods and into modern 
times forged iron has been used as a

decorative material. In the beginning
iron was valued, along with gold 
and silver, as a precious metal. It was
not until the medieval period when
iron could be produced in larger
quantities that it lost much of its
precious metal status. 

In the eighteenth century it came
back into vogue as a fashion material
in the form of highly polished studs
that reflected the light like diamonds.
These studs were used on buckles,
broaches, sword hilts, purse fittings
and countless other fashion items.
Much of this work was carried out by
hand at Woodchester in Oxfordshire
until Matthew Boulton set up an
industrial method of producing these
items. The hilts of swept hilt rapiers 
is a classic example of fine intricate
forging that are sculptural as well as
works of art.

There are many large pieces of the
blacksmiths art around and they are
difficult not to spot but keep an eye
open for the small but exquisite pieces
that are equally as impressive but
often go unnoticed.

Hector Cole MBE, FWCB

Four mini sculptural pieces with a 
matchbox for scale

Iam so grateful that I have friends
in England who invite me to 
visit and allow me to experience

wonderful events associated with the
Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths.
I have been Jane Oliver’s friend since
I was thirteen years old. I love to visit
Jane and Adrian, always have a great
time and learn a lot about British
history. Not long ago, Jane told me 
that on this visit we would be
attending the Epiphany Luncheon in
Barber-Surgeons’ Hall. When I heard
this, I could not wait to tell my
husband’s barber about the event. This
Georgia barber is a lifelong resident of
rural Coweta County south of Atlanta.
We wondered what would take place
at this luncheon. Would a Barber shop
quartet sing during the meal? He
anxiously awaited a report of all 
the details about the Barber-Surgeons 

Hall and the luncheon. Jane’s husband
Adrian informed me that Doctors
were quite posh in the old days and
would have the Barbers do the cutting
on patients. What a history lesson! I
wonder what my husband’s Barber
will think of that!

While at the luncheon, I had a piece
of Epiphany cake to celebrate the
holiday. No Barber shop quartet was
included, but better yet was a beautiful
hall full of Blacksmiths and guests.
Dame Fiona Woolf spoke at the
Epiphany luncheon and it was so nice
to see her again. A few years ago we
met while she was Lord Mayor and
Adrian was Prime Warden, when we
were delighted to attend the Black -
smith’s Banquet at Mansion House.
Sitting by and talking to Richard
Regan was a joy as well. Thank you all
for your wonderful hospitality.

A Slice of History and Tradition Phyllis Shepherd

The Prime Warden was delighted to continue the
tradition of the cutting of the traditional Epiphany

cake at the Epiphany Court meeting but would have
preferred a sword. The Court also enjoyed a glass of

Madeira wine to celebrate the occasion
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I’m delighted to announce that
Jacqueline (Jackie) Monelle joined
on 8th May as Assistant Clerk.

Please find below a brief bio from
Jackie. I’m sure you all join me in
welcoming Jackie to the Company.

Jackie’s bio
My background is in Occupational

Health, managing a clinic for one 
of the UK's leading occupational
health providers. I was based initially
in Harley Street and then the City 
for a number of years, working with

doctors, organising their schedules
and the day to day running of my
administration team.

I do enjoy travelling with my 
family or friends, whether in the 
UK or other parts of the world. 
This has seen me visit places such 
as Cornwall, Tuscany, Florida and 
the Caribbean among many other
destinations. I try to keep fit and 
enjoy going to the gym to do workout
classes.

I look forward to meeting you all
over the coming months. 

Clerk’s Corner Jill Moffatt

New Liverymen
We welcome our new Liverymen and look forward to seeing them at future Company events

Richard Woodgate 
Previously managed a tool hire company, now a commercial driver with a number of 
City-based clients. Friend for many years of Liverymen of long-standing.

New Court Assistant admitted to Epiphany

Epiphany

Michaelmas

General Patrick Sanders CBE, DSO, ADC
Currently Commander Joint Forces Command. An Army officer with 32 years of command
and leadership experience. He has held the post of Colonel Commander of REME and 
has had first-hand experience of metalsmiths saving his life and those of his soldiers whilst
on operations. A Liveryman with a strong family heritage in the Company.

Mr John Brooker BA, ACII, AIL
An Engineer Surveyor and Managing Director, on occasion involved professionally on
projects in the City. He has attended a number of Company events with his wife.

Mr Neil Hamilton Lossock FWCB
A skilled Blacksmith running his own business for 22 years, he has supported the
Company over the years, competed in competitions and helped run blacksmiths events.
He has also taught at Hereford College.

Mr Alexander Stuart-Bamford
Alexander is a self-employed automotive consultant with clients in the City of London 
and has an interest in the metal-working trade. He is a member of the Coleman Street
Ward Club and is also a steward of the Tin Plate Workers alias Wire Workers’ Company.
He follows his father into the Company.
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Prices:               
• Livery Tie   £10 (Liverymen only)
• ‘Social Tie’   £22
• Umbrella     £20
• Cuff Links   £30 (T-bar)
• Cuff Links   £32 (Chain)
• Brooches      £72.50

All items available from the Clerk. A limited supply might be available at Court luncheons.

Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths’ Shop

Show Dates 2019

Diary of Events 2019

North Somerset 6 May         www.nsas.org.uk/north-somerset-show/

Devon County Show 16-18 May www.devoncountyshow.co.uk/

Royal Bath and West 29 May-1 June www.bathandwest.com/home/1/

South of England Show 6-8 June   http://seas.org.uk/south-of-england-show/

Royal Cornwall Show 6-8 June                      http://royalcornwallshow.org/

Royal Three Counties Show 14-16 June www.royalthreecounties.co.uk

Royal Highland Show 20-23 June https://www.royalhighlandshow.org

Royal Norfolk Show 26-27 June http://royalnorfolkshow.rnaa.org.uk/

Great Yorkshire Show* 9-11 July                 http://greatyorkshireshow.co.uk/

Royal Welsh Show 22-25 July         www.rwas.co.uk/royal-welsh-show/

New Forest and Hampshire 30 July-1 August            www.newforestshow.co.uk/

Edenbridge and Oxted 25-26 August www.edenbridge-show.co.uk/

Dorset County Show 7-8 Sept (tbc)  http://www.dorsetcountyshow.co.uk/

* Not part of NBCC competition programme but traditionally have strong WCB presence.

Invitations will be sent to all Liverymen but please put these in your diary now

17 May 2019 – Annual Banquet at Mansion House. 

20 June 2019 – Midsummer Court and Dinner, Church Service, 
Apothecaries’ Hall.

24 June 2019 – Election of Sheriffs with Lunch in Painters’ Hall.

25 July 2019 – Election Court, Skinners Hall.

2 October 2019 – Election of Lord Mayor.

24 October 2019 – Michaelmas Awards Luncheon, Painters’ Hall.

4 November 2019 – Garden of Remembrance, St Paul’s Churchyard.

8 November 2019 – Silent Ceremony, Lord Mayor.

9 November 2019 – Lord Mayor’s Show.

Copies of the excellent photographs taken by Michael
O’Sullivan and reproduced in the Newsletter can be

obtained directly from:

www.michaelosullivanphotography.co.uk 

or michaelphotography@tiscali.co.uk

Telephone: 020 8363 8350

Copies of photographs

Editor: Charlotte Teale
e-mail: blacksmiths.twitter@gmail.com

Telephone: 07906 051 158

Caption Competition

Want to win a bottle of bubbly?
Get your answers to the Editor 

blacksmiths.twitter@gmail.com
by 31st July 2019


