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Welcome From Your Editor

Welcome to the last issue of both 2019 and the
decade! It’s been a very busy year with many a
show, the spectacular Prime Warden’s Weekend

to Gibraltar and the completion of the panel celebrating 
the Golden Anniversary of The Guild of Wrought Iron
Craftsmen of Wessex. You can find more on both of those
further into this issue.

I’d like to take this opportunity to apologise for the
omission of accreditations in issue 53 regarding the Awards.
My sincere apologies for any offence caused, this was not the
intention. They should have been as follows: 

Mitchell Bridger (Camelia Botnar Cup), Daniel Dawson
(Stanley Allcard Cup), CFN Phil Jones (Army Champion
Blacksmith), Simon Ashby AWCB (Diploma of Merit),
Paul Ashmore AWCB (Diploma of Merit), Sam Bailey
AWCB (Diploma of Merit), Andrew Basnett AWCB
(Diploma of Merit), Dean Harris AWCB (Diploma of
Merit), Rowan Taylor AWCB (Diploma of Merit), John
Beavis FWCB (Bronze Medal), Anthony Ingarfield FWCB
(Bronze Medal), Steve Miller FWCB (Bronze Medal),
David Harman FWCB (Reserve Live Champion), Peter
Smith (Reserve Static Champion), Simon Hall AWCB
(Live Champion), Rhys Harlin AWCB (Static Champion),
Sergeant Howard Hague (RAF Winged Thunderbolt
Award), Peter Hill FWCB (Silver Medal), Shona Johnson
FWCB (Silver Medal), Stephen Lunn FWCB (winner
Tonypandy Cup).

Although the Summer may seem eons
away please do take a look at the back
page where details of the 2020 shows can
be found. Their early release means saving the date couldn’t
be easier. 

It is with great sadness that we report the passing on 
3rd November 2019 of Lt. Colonel John Sanders, a great
supporter of the Livery and a member of one of the oldest
families in the Company, and also on 11th November 2019 
of Past Prime Warden Hugh Adams CWCB, who will be
remembered for his immense contribution to the Company
and the Craft. Full obituaries will follow in the next edition
of the Newsletter.

As always, I hope you enjoy this publication and you
feel it gives accurate insight into the Company, the City
and the Craft. You may note that there are a limited
number of authors in this issue. This was unintentional
however I have not been overwhelmed with articles this
year. I am always on the hunt for content and welcome
submissions covering any of the areas. I encourage you to
contact me, my contact details can be found on the back
page, the final date for submissions for the Spring 2020
edition is 29th February. I also welcome any feedback you
may have.

I hope you all have a very Merry Christmas and enjoy the
winter break. I look forward to seeing you at one of the many
2020 events.

Cover Images – Taken at the Prime Warden’s Weekend in Gibraltar, April 2019

Charlotte Teale
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At the Election Court on the 25th of July I had the
honour to be elected as Prime Warden of our
Ancient and Honourable Company for the next

year. I am the third generation of my family to be Prime
Warden, my father, Father Emeritus Brian Land was 
Prime warden in 1991 and my Great Uncle, Walter Jones,
was Prime Warden in 1978.

I was born on Hyde Park Corner and served an
apprenticeship to my father, becoming a liveryman in 1982.
I studied medicine at Cambridge and Newcastle universities
before training as a psychiatrist in the North of England.
During my time as a junior doctor I also spent six years as a
Newcastle City Councillor and was opposition spokesman
on finance and economic development.

I was appointed as an NHS Consultant Psychiatrist in
1994 and subsequently worked as Clinical Director and then
Executive Medical Director in one England’s largest mental
health trusts, leading a team of over 300 psychiatrists.
Clinically my interests included people with a learning
disability and prison psychiatry, whilst managerially I
helped pioneer the introduction of lean transformation
programmes into mental health services. 

I have a longstanding interest in education which has
included teaching medical students, directing Psychiatric
training programmes and training Judges! I have been
governor of a range of schools and I am currently a Member
of a multi-academy trust.

My wife Helen is a General
Practitioner and we now live on the
North York Moors. We have three sons
(two naval architects and a maths
teacher) and a grandson. Jonathan 
and David are already Liverymen 
and Edward is just finishing his
apprenticeship.

In 2018 I commenced a break from
paid employment to study theology 
as part of becoming a Church of
England Lay Reader. I enjoyed the
return to student life, particularly 
the incongruity of having a 16 - 25
railcard. I am Lay Chair for the
Diocese of York and an elected
member of the General Synod of 
the Church of England. Whilst I am
learning how to preach – I promise 
not to let this impact on the length 
of my speeches! 

The next year will see us
considering the impact of the strategic
review initiated by my predecessor,
the Third Warden Commodore Robin
McNeill Love DL. We will also continue
with the exciting initiative, led by

Assistant John Slater, to develop apprenticeships for 
young people to learn the Art and
Craft of the Blacksmith, as part 
of the Government apprenticeship
scheme. As you can see from the
accompanying picture I took great joy
in my first attempt to use hammer and
anvil. Sadly my enthusiasm was not
matched by any evidence of ability,
with my wife identifying the leaf
pendant I made her as a Neanderthal
arrowhead! 

You will have received a letter from
me outlining our programme for the
year including lunches/dinners at a
number of halls we have not visited 
in some years. Can I particularly
encourage you to support the Renter
Warden, Alderman Alistair King, as 
he organises one of the City’s major
charity events, the Guildhall Red
Cross Christmas Fair and where we
hope to have a major contribution
from our working Blacksmiths.

I look forward to meeting as many
of you as possible over the next year
and I am grateful to all of you who
contribute to the life of the Company
in so many ways.

An Introduction to Prime Warden, 
Dr Nicholas Land, in his own words

Arrowhead or leaf?

The Doctor Will See You Now 
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Reflections of a Year “At The Helm” of the
Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths

Ihave written this article for the Blacksmiths’ Newsletter
which follows on from my previous first six months
publication. When I passed on the Prime Warden’s

Badge to my successor at the Election Court on Thursday
25th July 2019 at the Skinners’ Hall it was an important
moment for the Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths (WCB)
because the annual transition to the new team of Prime
Warden and Wardens commenced at that moment. The
Third Warden, Jash Joshi, retired from the Wardens' Court
and he can do so with pride for the immense dedication that
he and Pravina have given to our Company. I know that we
will continue to benefit from his wise counsel from the
“Back Benches”. We also welcome our new Craft Warden,
Jim Cook, to the Wardens’ Court and we will be fortunate
indeed to have Jim as a Warden. Of course, our very own
Alderman, Alastair King, is the new Renter Warden and we
look forward to continuing to support Alastair in his
progression through the office of Aldermanic Sheriff to 
Lord Mayor. Finally, I know that we all wish our new Prime
Warden, Dr Nick Land, and our new Consort, Dr Helen
Land, our very best wishes for their year of leading from the
front. Having had the pleasure of working with Nick on the
Wardens’ Court I know that we will all be in very capable
hands. I must also pay tribute to the Father of the Company
during my time, Past Prime Warden Rodney Lyons. It 
was a pleasure to have Rodney as the Father because he

provided me, and other members of the Wardens’ Court,
with wise counsel, deep insight, pragmatic advice and all
this combined with a great sense of humour! I know that we
all wish Rodney and Janet the very best of success for the
future.  I was delighted that Past Prime Warden Brian Isles
has agreed to become the new Father and we all look
forward to receiving his guidance as time progresses.

I need to thank our Learned Clerk, Jill Moffatt, for
providing first class support to me. I will always remember
when I attended my first Livery event, a lunch at the
Farmers’ and Fletcher’s Hall, and Jill was assiduous in
placing a glass of champagne in my hand and then ensuring
that I was introduced to fellow guests so that I was
immersed into the City Livery social scene. Her kind
personal care and attention to me in my role as Prime
Warden has remained ever since. In addition, it is apparent
that Jill is highly respected by her fellow clerks, other
Masters and Prime Wardens. Due to Alastair’s move
towards the Shrievalty, we have now appointed Jackie
Monelle as our new Assistant Clerk. I have worked with
Jackie before, I was thrilled that she was selected at
interview and I know that she will be a really great addition
to our team.

This personal thanks to the “close support team” of the
Prime Warden would not be complete without including 
the most indomitable Beadle in the City, Geoffrey Fairfax
MBE, and his “Power behind the Throne”, Christine. They 
are both a crucial part of ensuring that our major City 
events are so successful. Indeed, our Guest Speaker at the
Midsummer Court Dinner described Geoff in the fondest 
of terms as “Dickensian” in his conduct of the evening!

As I have stated before, the Prime Warden’s position
carries the inevitable challenge that the “buck stops with
you” and so the support and wise counsel of the Father, my
fellow Wardens, the Court, the learned Clerk, the assistant

The Prime Warden and Poppy McNeill Love welcome HE The Governor and 
Mrs Davis to the Welcome Dinner of the Prime Warden’s Weekend to Gibraltar 

at the Rock Hotel, Friday 26th April 2019

Dr Robin McNeill Love DL MB BS FFOM MSc MRCGP DRCOG DA(UK) DAvMed
Third Warden
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Clerk, the Beadle and Christine are essential and greatly
appreciated.

The very full diary of the events that I, very often
accompanied by Poppy, have attended as Prime Warden
and Consort illustrates the welcome that is extended to the
Blacksmiths in the City and beyond. Poppy and I have
accepted pretty much all of the Prime Warden’s invitations
and to say that at times it has been like taking part in a
“social steeple chase” would be an understatement – albeit
being very honoured to be invited to “run”!

I will now briefly reiterate my recollection of the themes,
in no particular order of importance, that we will remember
from our year. The WBC is highly respected in the City, our
reputation is strong and the hosting Livery Companies and
other organisations are genuinely pleased to see us. Other
Livery companies are very cognisant that we have a real and
active Craft to support, honour and represent and this
means that we are very far from being simply a City Dining
Club. The warmth of welcome extended to us when we turn
up to support the Blacksmiths at County Shows and other
similar events is always heart-warming. I continue to 
be very grateful to all Chairs and members of the WCB
Committees who often work very hard to fulfil their
commitments and the Company would be a lesser place
without the fruits of their labours. The work to produce 
the Blacksmiths’ Newsletter should not be underestimated
and I am grateful for the constant hard work of the editorial
team. CAPC continues to perform a vital function in
recommending and preparing members of the Livery to
enter the Court.

In the last Newsletter, I wrote about the visit to Cunard’s
QUEEN VICTORIA berthed at Southampton in November
2018 and then the visit to the Royal Hospital Chelsea in
January 2019. These visits were both strongly supported 
and very enjoyable.

Since the last Newsletter, my Prime Warden’s Weekend
to Gibraltar in April 2019 has now occurred. With over 70
Guests attending, feedback received is that the programme
was much enjoyed by all. For HE The Governor, Lt Gen
Edward Davis CB CBE KStJ, and Mrs Lorraine Davis to
attend the opening dinner set the VIP seal of approval for
the Blacksmiths’ visit to Gibraltar and from then on we were
all made to feel so welcome by the Rock Hotel, our Guides
for the Rock and Tunnel tours, the Gibraltar Officers’ Mess
and even the Dolphins out in the Straits! We will all
remember the Band of The Royal Gibraltar Regiment
entertaining us so brilliantly at our Mess Dinner. For this
and the other visits, Poppy and I have been most touched
that so many people came to support us and this has vividly
illustrated the bonds of friendship and camaraderie that
exist within our unique and thriving Livery. However, we
are also the first to understand that for many members of
the Company, for a multitude of reasons, it was not possible
to attend any or all of these visits.

Since the Gibraltar weekend we have had a highly
successful Banquet at the Mansion House on 17th May 2019
attended and hence supported by the Lord Mayor, the two
Sheriffs, the Dean of St Paul’s, and their partners. This year
we were also honoured to have HM Lord-Lieutenant for
Greater London, Sir Kenneth Olisa OBE and Lady (Julia)
Olisa. I have come to realise that it is by no means “a given”

that the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress, and both 
Sheriffs and their Consorts will attend a Livery Company
Banquet. We were also honoured that the Prime Warden 
of The Goldsmiths’ Company, the Past Master of The
Ironmongers’ Company, the City Remembrancer and their
wives were present. Of course, we were also proud to
welcome our all-important personal guests. This impressive
guest list is indicative of the esteem and fondness with
which the WCB is held in the City. So well done to us all!

The story of this year’s banquet would not be complete
without mentioning the gift from our Company to the Lord
Mayor. On our last night in Gibraltar I asked Les Armstrong
AWCF FWCB if it would be possible for me to commission
from him a small personally-made gift to be presented to
the Lord Mayor. The colour drained from Les’s cheeks – and
subsequently mine – because of the very short notice that I
had (unwittingly through ignorance) given to Les. That said,
in characteristic kindness, Les asked me to let him have
some time to think about my request. Over the following
weeks he worked against the clock to produce the most
amazing and unique poker which was a spectacular work
of art. I had the great privilege to be able to present this to
the Lord Mayor on behalf of the Company. The Lord Mayor
was truly touched – as was the Lady Mayoress – and I
suspect that this gift must rank as one of the finest gifts that
he will have received during his year. Thank you, Les, 
for enabling me to have the great honour of being able 
to present your Poker to the Lord Mayor on behalf of 
our Company. That gift presentation will be one of the
highlights of my year. 

Whilst we, in the Company, all know the immense 
value of the City of London – and its Livery movement – to 
“UK plc”, to those outside of the City the same message 
may not be as strongly received as we may wish. I have
therefore tried to invite some special guests to events 
to allow us to benefit from their wisdom in their speeches
but also to impart the highly positive experience of the
Blacksmiths to them so that our visibility in the non-Livery
world will be enhanced.

Therefore, we were honoured to invite Surgeon Rear
Admiral Lionel Jarvis CBE KStJ DL, Prior of The Priory 

The Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress are clearly delighed with their new poker!
The Prime Warden and Consort are equally delighted to bask in Les Armstrong’s

reflected glory at our Banquet!
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of England & The Islands of the
Venerable Order of St John of
Jerusalem and his wife, Consultant
Radiologist and Author, Dr Penelope
Gordon to our 2018 Michaelmas
Awards Luncheon. The Prior’s brief
presentation on the Order of St John
was fascinating in terms of the 
sheer breadth and size of the St John
Charitable Foundation. 

At the Midsummer Court Dinner
on 20th June 2019 we welcomed 
three official guests: The Master
Apothecary, a highly distinguished
Professor of Neurology (in whose
fabulous Hall we were dining),
Michael Meyer OBE, the Head of
International Law at the British 
Red Cross and Professor Charles
Garraway CBE, eminent Professor 
in International Humanitarian Law
(IHL) and a Member of the Group of
Eminent Experts for Yemen, appointed
by the UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights. Professor Garraway
gave us a fascinating and poignant
insight into his work in Yemen 
which was a privilege to hear. Of
course, Michael Meyer is also a 
world authority on IHL and he was
delighted to hear of Alderman Alastair
King’s leadership of this year’s British 
Red Cross Christmas Market at the
Guildhall.

At the Midsummer Court dinner, 
a significant event occurred with 
the very generous presentation to 
the Company of the sculptured 
Bust of Viscount Tonypandy by
Liveryman Neville Shulman CBE. 
I was privileged to receive the bust 
from Neville on behalf of us all. 
In addition, as a small token of
Poppy’s and my appreciation for the
support and friendship shown to us
by the Company, we commissioned
our friend, Major Alison Cripps
QARANC, to sing for us at the end of 
the dinner. Her repertoire included
“Samson and Delila”, “A Nightingale
Sang in Berkley Square” and “We’ll
gather Lilacs in the Spring”. Alison 
has a unique combination of beautiful 
and evocative singing delivered as 
a serving Major in the QAs. As we
knew she would, Alison literally
“brought the house down” and the
standing requests for an encore were
testimonies to her success.

On 1st July 2019 at the Guildhall, 
by kind arrangement of Past Prime

Warden Richard Regan, we conducted
the Strategic Review. Approximately
twenty members of the Livery gave 
up their time to be able to attend 
for the day. The facilitator was Air
Vice-Marshal Steve Chisnall. The day
consisted of a mixture of plenary 
and sub-group work activities that
will lead to the strategic review
conclusions. All delegates were 
united in ensuring that the future of
the Company is best placed for the
challenges and opportunities of the
next decade.

Before the Election Court, Poppy
and I were honoured to accompany
PPW Hugh Adams CWCB and 
Sylvie Adams to the City Livery
Club’s Civic Banquet at the Mansion
House on 8th July 2019 where Hugh
was awarded the richly deserved 
2019 Lifetime Achievement Award. I
know that his award will be warmly
welcomed not only by the City 
of London but also by working
Blacksmiths throughout our Nation.

Our final dinner was at Stationers’
Hall for the Plumbers’ Annual Festival

Dinner on 9 July 2019 where I had 
the privilege of being seated on 
the left of the Master, Dame Fiona
Woolf DBE DL. Although there 
were more senior Livery Companies
present, the fact that your Prime
Warden was honoured to be seated
next to Dame Fiona returns me to my
theme of the high esteem with which
the WCB is held throughout the City. 

I would be remiss if I did not
mention what I believe is now a major
imperative for the vitality and future
reputation of our Company. I believe
that we must now move fast in 
the area of the WCB’s social media
presence. We should not have to wait
for a twice-yearly publication of the
Newsletter to be able to provide a
“shop window” of all our activities.
Social Media makes it extremely easy
to post photos and brief captions of the
important events and they should be
visible on our website within a day or
so of the event. This is a very easy
process, actually takes minutes and
does not require the large amount of
time (and hence possible disincentive

A wonderful Grand Finale to “Our Year”. The Prime Warden and Poppy McNeill Love 
celebrating with Past Prime Warden Hugh and Mrs Sylvie Adams at the Mansion House on

Monday 8th July 2019 to celebrate Hugh’s 2019 City Livery Club’s Lifetime Achievement Award.
To use the cliché: “It couldn’t have happened to a better bloke”
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for busy people) that writing a formal
Newsletter article takes. This is not 
to say that the Newsletter does not
have a very real and important role
but real-time messaging is also the
expected norm for the year 2019.
Together they would be a potent 
tool of publicity for the Company. In 
my view, now that we have both a
Clerk and Assistant Clerk there is no
reason why this imperative should not 
move forward within the next few
months. Every month of delay is an
opportunity lost to both broadcast our
Company’s achievements and also act
as a social media Forum of Choice for
working Blacksmiths.

I now share a few photographs of
just some of the events that Poppy and
I have been privileged to attend in 
the second half of our year as your
Prime Warden and Consort. Their
common theme are the close bonds
that exist within the WCB. Due to the
publisher’s space constraints, clearly
these are only a small proportion of
the photographs that I could have
chosen from so many quality events
that we have attended. I do hope that
no offence will be given by omitting
the coverage of other occasions we
have been privileged to attend.

One of the cherished relationships
that the Worshipful Company of
Blacksmiths enjoys is that with The
Guild of Wrought Ironwork Craftsmen
of Wessex, otherwise known as the
Blacksmiths Guild. Poppy and I were
privileged to be invited as Guests 
of Honour to their Annual General
Meeting (AGM) and Dinner at Frome,
Somerset, on Saturday 5th October
2019. The business of the AGM
involved the retirements of the Master,
Andy Hall FWCB and the election 
of the New Master, Mr Merv Allen
FWCB. It is evident that Andy has
been a great success as Master and 
that he and his wife, Malindi, have
been a most successful team and 
the membership is most grateful to
them for their contributions to the
developing success of the Guild. Merv
and his wife Di are also greatly
respected, and I know that the Guild
will continue to flourish further under
their inspired leadership. Of course,
the amazing Blacksmiths Guild’s 50th
Anniversary Panel was on display 
and will be appearing in London later
this year. The panel is a testimony 

to the art and craft of the Guild’s
Blacksmiths and to the success of
collaborative working. I was taken by
my first surprise of the evening: I was
appointed as an Honorary Member of
the Guild for 3 years as a marker of my
support to the Guild when I had been
Prime Warden. This is a great honour
and I am truly touched by this. I was
then stunned a second time during the
dinner: I was presented with a gift of
the blacksmith’s version of the Crest 
of the Royal Naval Medical Service,
designed and crafted by Merv Allen
FWCB. It is an extraordinary piece 
of work, immensely generous and it 
is already proudly positioned in a
“pride of place” location in our home.
The Guild is going to present the
Frank Day Trophy at the forthcoming
Michaelmas Court on 24th October

2019 and this ever-closer friendship
between the Company and the Guild
is a very positive way ahead with
friendship and mutual benefits for
both organisations. Although I am
now the Third Warden, this event
followed on from my role as Prime
Warden and I am delighted to finish
this article on this very positive 
note with the prospect of exciting
collaborations for the future.

To conclude, I am joined by Poppy
in being immensely grateful to have
been given the privilege of being
elected as Prime Warden and Consort
and hence representing the Worshipful
Company of Blacksmiths in both 
the City of London and also in the
Shires with the working blacksmiths.
Thank you all for your support and
friendship to us both.

A priceless gift for a Royal Navy Doctor: The Royal Naval Medical Service Crest by Merv Allen



8

Christopher Jeal, Honorary Court Assistant

An Appreciation of the New Father of the
Company

Congratulations to Brian
John Maxwell Iles on
being elected Father of

the Company. The office is held
by the most senior Past Prime
Warden and is far from being 
an honorific post. The Father 
is expected to attend all Court
meetings so that his experience,
knowledge of the Company 
and wisdom of years is
available to the Prime Warden
and Wardens.

In addition he proposes the
toast to the Prime Warden at the
three quarterly luncheons and
the Midsummer Court dinner.
It is a major commitment of 
time and the Company is very
fortunate that Brian Iles meets
all the requirements of the office.

Brian was admitted to the
Livery in 1959. His father,
Norman, was Prime Warden in
1970. It is probably the first time
in the history of the Company
that the father of the Father of
the Company had also been
Prime Warden.

Brian was educated at
Downside School in Somerset
and then Loughborough College
in Leicester where he studied
mechanical engineering. Armed with
that qualification he worked in the
United States and various European
locations before returning to the
United Kingdom. He continued to
apply his experience in heating and
ventilation while working in the North
before moving to the Midlands to
work in the automotive industry. One
final move was to Devon to bring his
skills to the steel fabrication industry.

Having left industry in 1998 Brian
and his late wife, Christine, with 
their family settled in Norfolk where
he took up politics serving as a 
District Councillor and then a County
Councillor. He held many cabinet
posts but now anticipates retiring from
politics in 2021.

The above shows a very energetic

man and he brought that enthusiasm
and commitment to his year as Prime
Warden in 1994. He has the unusual
distinction that at the Mansion House
Banquet in his year of office he 
sang the Blacksmiths Song in its
entirety. Something not repeated by
any subsequent Prime Warden.

His hobby can best be described as
warfare, from the English Civil War to
the Second World War. One particular
area of interest is the American Civil
War and he has visited all of the major
battle sites. He has a daughter who
lives in Portugal and therefore is able
to explore many of the Peninsular War
battle locations.

Keen to ensure effective communi -
cation with the Livery he founded,
with the late Geoffrey McMorrough-
Kavanagh, the Worshipful Company's

News letter where he was
joint editor. Looking back,
that black and white edition
is far from the sophisticated
coloured version we see and
enjoy today. Primarily that
change has been brought
about by technological
advances in the 30 years
since its first publication. 
In order to save costs it 
was printed in Honiton,
Devon. Nonetheless without
that initial commitment in
October 1988 and his vision
the current Newsletter may
not have existed.

We wish Brian every
success in the office of Father
of the Company and, no
doubt, he will be supported
by his two Liverymen sons
Robert (1989) and Henry
(2005) thus forming yet
another family link within
the Company.

Norman Iles – 1970

Brian John Maxwell Iles – 1994
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In 2018 the Blacksmiths Guild
reached a significant milestone. 50
years had passed since the Guild

was formed by a small group of highly
skilled and dedicated blacksmiths
under the guidance of Frank Day.

Throughout the Guild’s history,
thousands of students from the UK
and overseas have been introduced 
to the wonders of our Craft. We are
rightly proud that numerous students
have won awards and been successful
in major competitions whilst many
have gone on to start their own
businesses.

To mark the occasion, two key
events were organised in 2018. The
first was an ‘Afternoon Tea’ held on
the 14th July at the Standerwick
Centre in Frome and attended by
many who have made a significant
contribution to the history of the
Guild. The second was a ‘Forge-In’ 
at the Yeovil Showground on the
weekend of 27th and 28th of October. 

During the Forge-In blacksmiths
including several of our friends 
from overseas, forged components 
for a large decorative panel com -
memorating the first 50 years of 
the Guild. The completed panel was
unveiled at the North Somerset Show
in Wraxall on 6th May 2019. 

“To succeed we need commitment,
discipline, dedication, and determination.

And if you can amalgamate all of the 
above qualities with your passion and
energy then no one can stop you from

achieving the uncommon!”
– Avijeet Musafir Das

PANEL CONCEPT
The Guild Committee felt it only

right that a significant and enduring
forged item should be made to
celebrate the Golden Anniversary of
the Guild.  

After much discussion it was
decided that the design should 
include the Guild’s Lily emblem 
and an overall theme that was both
interesting and thought provoking.
Traditional and modern forging would
be incorporated with a simple but
effective finish being applied to the

finished project. As far as practicable 
a trouble-free transportation method
would be integrated into the design
with emphasis being given to ease of
assembly, disassembly and storage.

Earth, Water, Air, and Fire are the

four base elements which frequently
occur in classical thought and esoteric
symbolism. The concept continues 
to be used in different cultures to
illustrate, for example the turning 
of the years. 

50 Years of The Guild – Golden Anniversary Panel

The skilled forge-in team, well most of them

From the Newsletter of the Guild of Wrought Iron Craftmen of Wessex

The stunning finished article
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Family Connections

As the separate articles on Nick
Land and Brian Iles show, 
they both have enjoyed long

family links with the Worshipful
Company. On looking through the
Livery List it soon becomes apparent
that there are many others with family
connections.

Past Prime Warden Keith Gabriel
(2008) also enjoyed the distinction of
being Prime Warden while his father,
Past Prime Warden Ralph Gabriel
(1988), was still an active member of
the Court. The generations continue
with his son, Hugh (2008). While
Keith's brother Tim (1979) is a
Liveryman.

The Company's Honorary Chaplain,
Tony Berry, became a Liveryman in
2006 sponsored by his father Geoffrey
Berry (1983). At the same Court
meeting his sister, Jackie Minchinton,
was admitted to the Livery. She 
has since been joined by her 
husband, Peter (2011), and their 
two sons Edward (2006) and Simon
(2012). Tony's son Thomas (2000)
joined the Livery before his father
having been apprenticed to his
Grandfather.

The change of name upon marriage
often conceals the family link. Hence,
Liveryman Nicola Cebak (2005) is 

the daughter of Past Prime Warden
Peter Allcard (2001). Peter's father,
James, was Prime Warden in 1961.
Similarly few may appreciate that
Zena Sanders' (2004) father, Colin
Bates, was Prime Warden in 1992. 
Zena has the distinction of being 
the first lady admitted to the Livery 
of the Worshipful Company of
Blacksmiths.

Past Prime Warden John McCuin's
(2007) father-in-law, Stanley Grafham
was a Liveryman and John's son
Christopher was admitted to the
Livery in 2008 while his father was
Prime Warden. At the same Court
meeting John's nephew, Andrew
Grafham, also became a Liveryman.

A previous occasion when father,
as Prime Warden, admitted his sons
to the Livery had occurred in 1999
when James Latham (1998) presided
at the Epiphany Court meeting that
admitted James and Piers Latham.

On a more recent occasion Prime
Warden Jash Joshi (2017) admitted
his son Shravan (2017) to the Livery
at the Michaelmas Court during his
year of office.

There are many examples of 
father and son as Liverymen, as is
the case with Court Assistant Steve
Miller (2006) and Ken Miller (1992);

but fewer of father and daughter.
One "parent and child" that stands
out is 'Hector' Cole (2002) and his
daughter Melissa (2016). They have
the added distinction of being the
only father and daughter who 
hold Company Medals. They have
each proved their skill at the anvil
with the award of a Silver and a
Bronze medal respectively. These
medal awards entitle each of them 
to use the letters FWCB (Fellow 
of the Worshipful Company of
Blacksmiths) after their name.

Another professional Blacksmith,
Patrick Norman Morrissey (2000)
introduced his son, Daniell Timothy
Morrisey, to the Livery in 2005.

Other fathers and sons are Court
Assistant Mark Abraham (2006) and
his father, Geoffrey, (2001); Past
Prime Warden John Shreeves (2004)
and Graham (2014); Emeritus Court
Member 'Mac' Head (1970) and Sam
(2001); Liveryman John Finlayson
(1973) and Stuart (1986); Past Prime
Warden Don Barker (2011) and
Michael (1998); Christopher Smith
(1997) whose father, John, was Prime
Warden in 2005.

Peter Liell was admitted in 1961
and his father, Mark Liell had been
Prime Warden in 1955 and served 

Peter Reginald Allcard – 2001

Keith Ralph Gabriel – 2008

Ralph Gabriel – 1988
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for many years with distinction as
Father of the Company. 

The admission of ladies to the
Livery has led to a number of wives
joining their husbands as Liverymen.
Past Prime Warden Tim Herring
(1997) and Cathy (2015); Marjorie
Marshall (2008) and 'Bert' Marshall
(1997), Sally Clark (2009) and Terry
Clark (2009).  ‘Gay’ Widmer (2005)
and Derek Widmer (1962).

Other family dynasties are taking
shape with Past Prime Warden
Michael Shepherd (2014), son of
Brian (1976), waiting for completion
of his children's apprenticeship so
that Elizabeth and Ben can be
admitted. His immediate predecessor
as Prime Warden, Adrian Oliver
(2013), is already ahead of him. His
son Ben joined the Livery in 2011
while his daughter, Charlotte Teale,
(the editor of this Newsletter) was
admitted in 2016.

Emeritus Court Member John
Jewiss (1960) is the son of Past 
Prime Warden Gordon Jewiss (1976).
John's sons, James and Simon were
admitted to the Livery in 1986 and
1988 respectively.

Through his mother's family Past
Prime Warden John Barber (2006)
joined the Company in 1978 where
his uncle, Eric Earey, was Prime
Warden in 1980.  Eric's brother
Ronald was Prime Warden in 1965.

(Is this the only example of brothers
each having been Prime Warden?)

When Brett Lyons and his brother
Scott were admitted to the livery 
in 2013 it was a 'first'. Brett was
proposed by Past Prime Warden
Rodney Lyons (1995) and supported
by Liveryman Janet Lyons (2005): 
his father and mother.  The exercise
was repeated for Scott with Janet
proposing him and Rodney acting as
supporter. The proposal and support
of a Liveryman by his parents had
not occurred before in the history of
the Company. It still waits to be
repeated.

One old link, but not continuous
over the generations, is Edward
Henry (1983) where his grandfather,
Dr George Edward K “GEK" Blythe
was Prime Warden in 1952 having
been admitted as a Liveryman in
1927.

The biggest record of family
names, as shown in the Yellow Book,
belongs to the Bowles Family.  There
are eight entries.  Four of them are
historic (Past Prime Wardens) and
four relate to current Liverymen.

Bertram J Bowles was Prime
Warden in 1936, Percy E Bowles in
1940 and Brian Bowles in 1956.
Subsequently Cecil Vance Bowles was
Prime Warden in 1966. It is believed
that they were cousins.  Percy Bowles
was the father of Guy Bradley Bowles
(1935).

It is to his son, Liveryman William
Guy Colin Bowles (1976), that I am
indebted for his clarification of the
various family relationships. 

William's brother Peter Francis
(1964) was joined as a Liveryman 
at the Epiphany Court in 2014 by
brothers Anthony and Alastair
Bowles, William’s sons.

The current Yellow Book does not
include Guy who makes the ninth
known Bowles family member.

Possibly the oldest continuous
family link with the Worshipful
Company of Blacksmiths lies with
Liveryman John Sanders (1963). His
son Patrick (1989) has recently 
been elected as a Member of the
Court. Patrick's son, Christian, was
admitted to the Livery, having
completed his apprenticeship in
2017. John's other son, Hugo, became
a Liveryman in 2005.

However, it is not the current
generations of the family that fascinate
John but his ancestors. He believes that
his researches can show a continuous
link between his forebears and the
Company dating back to the middle 
of the nineteenth century. Further
research in the Company's archives
has revealed a possible link to a family
member in 1795. The bridge between
the 1850's and the 1790's has yet to 
be completed.

The Blacksmiths' Company has
always enjoyed a reputation as a
welcoming Livery with a broad
membership.  This brief look at some
family links (and I apologise for any
omissions or inaccuracies) shows
how the Company has attracted the
support of families with many of
them spanning several generations.

For my own part my father was a
Liveryman (1980) and I joined the
Company in 1988. My brother John
has been a Liveryman since 1990.
We have yet to persuade the next
generation to join the Company even
though they enjoy attending the
Banquet each year.

James Stanley Allcard – 1962

Author's note: The year shown
for Past Prime Wardens is the
year in which they were elected
to that office. The year shown for
Liverymen is the one in which
they were admitted.

George Edward K Blythe – 1952
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The Prime Warden’s Weekend, Gibraltar, April 2019

It has long been mine – and my wife Poppy’s – aspiration
to have my Prime Warden’s Weekend in Gibraltar 
and thanks to widespread support from within the

Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths (WCB) this goal came
to fruition from 26th through to 29th April 2019. This article
records that memorable event. 

Why Gibraltar?
Gibraltar has played a

very important part in the
life of my family for a
multitude of reasons which
include: The very close 
bond between “The Rock”
and the Royal Navy, our 
son Matthew was born at
The Royal Naval Hospital
(“RNH”) in 1990 and
between 2002 and 2006 I was
privileged to be appointed
as the Commanding Officer

of this unique and very special hospital. As a family we 
have had the pleasure of being based in Gibraltar on two
occasions during my Royal Navy career. 

At the beginning of my first visit in the mid-80’s, while
serving as a young Surgeon Lieutenant in HMS
BROADSWORD, I will always remember seeing the
awesome Rock of Gibraltar gradually taking form and
appearing out of the sea mist as we transited through the
Straits towards HM Naval Base at the western side of
Gibraltar. As the mist gradually cleared, I saw the
welcoming haven which the Royal Navy has associated
with “The Rock” for over three hundred years. 

Gibraltar is a British Overseas territory. Spain ceded
Gibraltar to the British under the terms of the Treaty of
Utrecht in 1713. Gibraltar has a vibrant history. Along
with one of two peaks across the Straits to the South –
Jebel Moussa in the Kingdom of Morocco or Mount
Hacho in Ceuta (the Spanish enclave in Morocco) – it is
one of the two ‘Pillars of Hercules” of the ancient world.
Gibraltar has a thriving economy and the people of
Gibraltar are justifiably proud of their Gibraltarian
nationality and remain very staunch supporters of their
close bond with the UK. There has always been a very
strong link with HM Forces and this is the case to this
day.  All three of the British Services are based in
Gibraltar and “The Rock” has its own proud regiment,
The Royal Gibraltar Regiment.

Whenever Poppy and I arrive at the impressive new
Gibraltar International Airport we have a feeling of
returning to a “home from home”, albeit in the
Mediterranean sun.

So, it is because “The Rock” has had such a profound and
positive effect on our family that we wanted to share this
with WCB for my 2019 Prime Warden’s Weekend. In fact,
we were thrilled that over 70 WCB Livery members and
their partners were able to join us for what was, even though

I say so myself, a truly spectacular weekend. In this article 
I will give a brief account of the weekend.

Friday 26th April 2019 – Welcome Drinks and Dinner with
HE The Governor and Commander-in-Chief

Having mostly arrived during the day, the weekend
commenced with a Welcome Drinks on the Sunset Terrace
of the Victory Suite of the Rock Hotel where the weekend
was based. Having had heavy rain for the previous weeks,
God was clearly smiling on us as the rain cleared to produce
a sunny day with a glorious sunset which made for a
memorable backdrop with which to enjoy our “Sun
Downers”.

Just prior to this, a reception line had occurred to
welcome HE the Governor Lt Gen Ed Davis CB CBE KStJ
and Mrs Lorraine Davis. The impact of their arrival was
enhanced by members of the Gibraltar Re-enactment Society
wearing historical Royal Marine uniforms.

After a very generous supply of drinks we then
adjourned to the Victory Suite for our opening dinner. A
delicious menu was served with the Pudding of Coffee and
Walnut Cake commissioned specially to celebrate Sylvie
Adams’ Birthday. During the dinner a “Ceremony of the
Keys” was performed with the Father of the Company, Past
Prime Warden Rodney Lyons taking the place of HE The
Governor as the VIP being reassured that the Fortress of
Gibraltar is secured for the Night. Rodney appeared to 

be remarkably comfortable
in this role! On completion 
of the dinner, the Prime
Warden gave a speech
explaining the reason why
he and Poppy were so
pleased that the WCB were
in Gibraltar and how we
were all delighted that HE
The Governor and Mrs
Davis had kindly agreed to
attend the dinner. This was
followed by a fascinating
keynote speech from HE 
in which the unique history

Dr Robin McNeill Love DL MB BS FFOM MSc MRCGP DRCOG DA(UK) DAvMed
Third Warden

Your Weekend Hosts: En-route to 
the Mess Dinner: The Prime Warden

(wearing RN Mess Kit for the occasion)
with Poppy and their daughter Olivia 

and her partner, Josh Shearman

Sylvie Adams cuts her surprise
favourite Coffee and Walnut 

Birthday Cake

PPW Hugh Adams relieved that 
the “Birthday Girl” is pleased with 

his Cake choice!

Father of the Company, 
PPW Rodney Lyons takes the Salute 

at the Ceremony of the Keys!
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and contemporary situation of the Rock were explained and
this included the vitally close and mutual links that exist
between the Rock and the UK. We were informed that our
visit to Gibraltar would be greatly valued by the
Gibraltarians as a mark of the special UK- Gibraltar bonds
of friendship. At the completion of the evening, the WCB
gave HE and Lorraine rousing applause as a mark of our
appreciation to them both for their generosity in gracing us
with their presence at our dinner. The first day had been a
great success – phew!

Saturday 27th April 2019 – The Rock Tour
After a good breakfast, the WCB travellers were divided

into three buses for a three-hour tour of Gibraltar, each with
their own guide. We were fortunate indeed to have my old
friend, WO Pete Jackson MBE, Royal Gibraltar Regiment,
and the MoD’s Senior Tunnel Guide, to be arranging this 
for us and Pete, Karen Lawson and Annie Green, his
nominated tour guides, all provided the most illuminating
and entertaining commentaries. The tours were very
comprehensive and included crossing the runway to 
view the Rock from the northern approaches (explaining 
the historical vulnerability of
the area for land attack) 
and then re-crossing the
runway and heading along
Line Wall Road passing the
English Steps War Memorial,
Kings Bastion and Trafalgar
Cemetery. We passed the
Naval Base and the entrance
to the Admiralty E/W tunnel
and proceeded to the “100-
ton gun” where a stop was
made to allow a visit to occur.
After this we passed through
Rosia and Keithley Way tunnel to Europa Point (the
southern-most tip of Europe) and Harding's Battery where
another short stop was allowed. After this the buses
ascended steeply up the Rock to Saint Michael's Cave where
we were able to visit this awesome location within the actual
rock of Gibraltar. Once back on Board we headed north to
the Great Siege tunnels passing under the old Blacksmiths’
Workshop on the upper rock to view the Northern
approaches from the defender’s perspective. Magnificent
views of Gibraltar Airport and Southern Spain were
appreciated and also the challenges of the Great Siege of
Gibraltar (1779 - 1783).

Following the very comprehensive tour, we descended
down to the Rock Hotel for a very welcome informal lunch.

WW II Tunnel Tour
In the afternoon, the 

option of a visit to the 
famous Tunnels of Gibraltar
was taken up by most of 
the WCB guests. Some very
understandably decided that
a siesta or some less physical
activity was their preferred
option. That said, those who
joined Warrant Officer (WO)
Pete Jackson MBE and his 
co-guide WO Carl Moody,

ex-Royal Gibraltar Regiment and previous Chief Tunnel
Guide, for the tunnel tour were in for a treat. The tour lasted
approximately 2 hours and yet the time flew by. We were
given a fascinating insight into the role of Gibraltar in WW
II. I now quote directly from WO Jackson’s information
guide “MOD WWII TUNNELS – GIBRALTAR” because this
summarises so well our Tunnel Tour: “The North African
campaign created a need for space for food, ammunition, stores and
billets. In August 1940 ‘178 Tunnelling Coy RE’ was formed,
followed by ‘180’ and then ‘170’ in March 1941. They worked 
flat out until 1943 cutting space for hospitals, offices, workshops,
storage and so on. They also cut the first vehicular tunnel large
enough for lorries, known as the Great North Road (which becomes
Foss Way south of Maida Vale tunnel entrance). By the end of 
the war 1,087,905 cubic yards had been excavated (only one
thousandth part of the Rock’s volume). A debt is owed to the 
Royal Canadian Engineers who contributed greatly, and the
record wartime tunnelling rate was 180 feet of 8ft by 8ft tunnel 
in one week, for a total of around 25 miles (40 km) by the end of 
the war”. The Guide concludes: “Gibraltar’s tunnelling days 
are over, having ceased in April 1968 when the last RE Tunnelling
Troop disbanded having excavated Molesend Way, but the 
existing tunnel systems, at a total length of 34 miles (54 km),
should stand forever as a testament to army ingenuity and
determination”.

Following the tour, the group returned to the Rock Hotel
for some well-deserved “R&R” to prepare for the evening’s
formal dinner.

Mess Dinner, The Gibraltar Officers’ Mess, 
Devil’s Tower Camp

Travelling from the Rock Hotel to the Gibraltar Officers’
Mess at Devil’s Tower Camp, the evening commenced with
a Drinks reception with the North Face of Gibraltar as an
imposing backdrop. This was made even more memorable
due to the Pipes of the Royal Gibraltar Regiment signalling
the commencement of the 4-course Mess Dinner. Our 
Guests of honour were Liveryman Mr Albert Poggio 
OBE GMH and Doreen Mellor; Lt Col David King,
Commanding Officer, The Royal Gibraltar Regiment 
and Mrs Gynaika King.
Following a brief welcome 
from me, then followed two
memorable speeches. Albert 
Poggio gave us a fascinating
insight into his experience 
as the United Kingdom
Repre sentative and Director
of Gibraltar House for HM
of Government of Gibraltar
(HMGOG) in 1988 (Head 
of Mission) between 1998
and 2016 and his views 
on the current geo-political
position of Gibraltar. This
was followed by Col David King’s inspiring speech
describing the history and current role of the Royal Gibraltar
Regiment. Both speakers were warmly thanked for 
their fascinating insights shared with us. Having been
entertained throughout dinner by musicians of the 
Royal Gibraltar Regiment the evening concluded with a
magnificent musical performance by the Corps and Drums
and Musicians of the Royal Gibraltar Regiment ending in
the stirring “Highland Cathedral”. It was during this special

The Rock Tour has the “usual suspect”
as an observer!

The WCB in “Great North Road” Tunnel

The Band of the Royal Gibraltar
Regiment brings highly tuned musical

panache to our Dinner
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evening that exciting thoughts were surfacing about a
potential future affiliation between the WCB and the Royal
Gibraltar Regiment.

“Carriages” eventually arrived for the return journey to
the Rock Hotel.  The spontaneous “community singing” on
my bus and our unrequested, but highly memorable, detour
to Europa Point to view the Straits at night made for a highly
entertaining journey.    

Sunday 28th April 2019
Following the very full activities of the previous day, it

was planned that Sunday morning would be free time to
allow guests to relax as they wished. 

Boat Trip: Bay of Gibraltar and Dolphin Tour
In the early afternoon, we were transported to

Gibraltar Marina for a 2-hour boat trip. This provided
fabulous views of the Rock of Gibraltar, the busy Ports of
Gibraltar and Algeciras and unforgettable views of the
famous Strait of Gibraltar between Europe and North
Africa. In addition, we were fortunate that out in the
Strait we were entertained by many dolphins who swam
passed and under our boat in great numbers. It is only
when one views Gibraltar from the Sea that its unique
presence and awesome appearance is truly appreciated.

On completion, we returned to the Rock Hotel to
prepare for the Sunday Evening Drinks Reception 
(a recurring theme!), a
BBQ and accompanying
DJ. This all occurred 
at the Rock Hotel’s
Khaima Marquee with its
Moroccan-themed décor
and ambience situated
next to the swimming
pool and gardens. This
was a very relaxed event
and the music (accurately
judged by the DJ for our
clientele), the marquee
lighting, the delicious
food and the dancing all
combined to create the
perfect completion for
the weekend.

Monday 29th April 2019 – Farewell and Bon Voyage!
After breakfast, the Prime Warden’s Weekend came to a

happy ending with many friendships deepened and a warm
relationship created between the WCB and Gibraltar.

Post-Gibraltar Reflections
Poppy and I have since received many kind letters and

comments about the Weekend and we would like to take
this opportunity to thank all those who attended for their
support.  It was a very happy event and I am sure that this
has helped to strengthen the bonds of friendship and
camaraderie that exist within our unique and special
Company. There may be a lasting legacy – universally
encouraged by those attending the Weekend – of a potential
affiliation between the Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths
and the Royal Gibraltar Regiment. This work will be taken
forward through the Wardens’ and Full Courts and I believe
that it will be a privilege for both parties and will help
further encourage the close bonds between the City of
London and Gibraltar. I will now work to that end and
hence this very special weekend may end up more than just
happy memories but instead have a real and lasting legacy. 

Post-Script: Special thanks are recorded to the following
people who all helped to ensure that our visit to Gibraltar was
so successful: VMT: HE The Governor and Commander-in-
Chief Lt Gen Ed Davis CB CBE KStJ and Mrs Lorraine
Davis; Commodore Tim Henry OBE RN, Commander British
Forces Gibraltar; Charles Danino (General Manager, the Rock
Hotel), Maria Macias (Events Coordinator, the Rock Hotel),
Latif Tligui (Restaurant and Bars Manager, the Rock Hotel);
Violet Cireula (Chief Steward, Gibraltar Officers’ Mess), WO
Pete Jackson MBE (Royal Gibraltar Regiment), WO Karl
Moody (Royal Gibraltar Regiment), Karen Lawson, Annie
Green (Rock Tour Guides), Lt Col David King, Commanding
Officer, the Royal Gibraltar Regiment, WO Richard Burton
(Band Master, the Band of the Royal Gibraltar Regiment);
C/Sgt Jack Evans, (Band of the Royal Gibraltar Regiment);
the Corps of Drums and Musicians of the Royal Gibraltar
Regiment; Liveryman Mr Albert Poggio OBE GMH; Tito
Vallejo and other members of the Gibraltar Re-enactment
Association; Capt Matthew Lewis, Royal Gibraltar Regiment,
ADC to HE The Governor; Yasmin Cosquieri, PA to HE The
Governor; Jill Moffatt (WCB).Out in the Strait – and the Dolphins came

to us! Phew!

New Liverymen & Court Assistant
We welcome our new Liverymen and look forward to seeing them at future Company events

Ladyday 2019
Mr Julian Clark – A barrister
and solicitor specialising in
international maritime law
and also a member of the

Shipwrights’ Company.

Mr Ian Parmenter AWCB –
A military-trained Black-
smith, who has run his own
business since 1993, and also

been a tutor at Warwickshire College. 

Mr Naresh Parshottam –
A stock trader in the 
financial markets. He has
attended a number of 

Company events. 

Midsummer 2019
New Court Assistant Colonel Jane Davis OBE QVRM TD DL – A nurse for more than 40 years, with experience
of military, NHS and Public service. Currently Vice Lord Lieutenant of Greater London and a member of the
Guild of Nurses. Strong connection to the Craft as grandfather was a village Blacksmith in Ireland. 
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Chris Cherry, LiverymanLivery Schools Link

Clerk’s Corner
Jill Moffatt

Red Cross Christmas Fair 
25th-26th November 2019

I’m very pleased to inform you 
that the Blacksmiths’ Company ran 
a stall at the Red Cross Christmas
Market Monday 25th and Tuesday
26th November 2019 at the Guild-
hall. The Renter Warden, Alderman
Alastair King, is the Co-Chairman 
of the organising Committee and 
the Company was the sponsor of 
the Grand Opening on Monday 25th
November. Many of our blacksmiths
very generously donated items which
were sold on the stall in aid of the
British Red Cross. We look forward to
updating you on this in the Spring
Newsletter.

Functions
We will be visiting some new

venues and venues we haven’t visited
for a while for the Company functions
this year. Please do look at the
calendar and make sure that you have
the dates in your diaries.

It would be much appreciated if
booking forms could be completed for
Company functions and events by all
Court members and Liverymen.
Please also include your name and the
name of the event in the reference
when paying by bank transfer. This
makes it much easier for the Clerk and
Assistant Clerk to track attendance
and payments.  

On a final housekeeping note, when
writing to the Clerk please be sure to
specify Blacksmiths’ Clerk as there are
four Clerks in the Painters’ Hall
buildings.

I look forward to seeing many of you
over the coming months at our events.

Craft Warden Jim Cook (then a Court Assistant) and
Liveryman David Skinner at the Livery School Links

Showcase in Guildhall June 2019

Last year the Publicity and Public
Relations Committee debated
whether or not the Worshipful

Company of Blacksmiths should
become involved with Livery Schools
Link. A recommendation to participate
was put forward to the Wardens who
gave their approval to do so. I, as 
a serving teacher at a co-ed HMC
school, was specifically asked by 
the P&PR Committee to be our
representative. 

Having agreed to undertake this
duty my first contact with this
organisation was to attend the 2019
Livery Education Conference on 
the 15th March which was hosted 
by the Worshipful Company of
Haberdashers at their splendid Hall
in Smithfield.

What is Livery Schools Link (LSL)?
Many of you, like me, may never

have heard of LSL so let me explain
what it is all about. LSL works with
Livery Companies and schools for the
benefit of young people in education.
It is a voluntary organisation wishing
to promote and encourage support
from City of London Livery
Companies and their liverymen for
schools located in Greater London,
specifically to help prepare young
people for the world of employment. 

This is achieved in several ways
such as acting as a “link” between
schools in need of help and Liverymen
who wish to assist, by participating 
in a forum for exchanging ideas 
and maintaining links with the edu ca -
 tional community and by running
appropriate events. Specifically, LSL
wishes to assist pupils from less
advantaged backgrounds, enhancing
their experience and raising their
personal aspirations, and increasing
their employability and hence career
options.

LSL are always looking to provide
schools with motivational, career and
professional speakers to give talks,
advice and generally provide support
at career day events.

For Livery Companies LSL is an
organisation which the Worshipful
Company of Blacksmiths is now 
a member of along with more 
than sixty other Livery Companies.
For individual liverymen of the
Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths
there is also the opportunity to get

involved on your own in order to help
students develop vital skills. A key
tool in this is LSL’s Volunteering
Platform. This is an online website
which allows volunteers from Livery
Companies to match themselves to
requests from schools for specific 
roles such as helping with school
clubs, giving careers talks and school
governance.  

2019 Livery Education Conference
This event was well-attended and

was extremely well-hosted by the
Haberdashers in conjunction with
Livery Schools Link with tea and
coffee upon arrival and a subsequent
substantial buffet lunch. The aim of the
event was ‘How do we educate young
people for tomorrow’s world of work’?

It was a well-attended conference
and there were representatives 
from London schools and Livery
Companies in equal measure.
Speakers, all of whom were very 
good included the Rt Hon the Lord
Mayor Peter Estlin, who spoke 
about ‘Skills for tomorrow’s world’,
Professor Anne Bamford Strategic
Director of Education and Culture 
for the City of London Corporation
who talked about “Fusion Skills”, and
a presentation on Work Experience 
by Brian Blanchard Past Master of 
the Worshipful Company of Builders
Merchants.

There were several discussion group
sessions and plenty of time to network.

I personally consider that the
Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths
(both as liverymen and the Company)
could contribute much to this
initiative. In my short time with the
Company I have been impressed by
the wide diversity of qualifications,

knowledge and experience which
makes our membership so interesting
and our City links are very apparent
with our number of Deputy
Lieutenants and an Alderman! I will
work with the Publicity and Public
Relations Committee to ensure that we
are well represented and that
opportunities to contribute are
communicated to members of our
Livery who may wish to become
involved. 
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Prices:               
• Livery Tie   £10 (Liverymen only)
• ‘Social Tie’   £22
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• Cuff Links   £30 (T-bar)
• Cuff Links   £32 (Chain)
• Brooches      £72.50

All items available from the Clerk. A limited supply might be available at Court luncheons.

Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths’ Shop

Diary of Events 2019-20
Invitations will be sent to all Liverymen but please put these in your diary now

23 January 2020 – Epiphany Court & Luncheon, Trinity House

9 March 2020 – Clifford Champion Memorial Dinner, Mercers’ Hall

19 March 2020 –Ladyday Court & Luncheon, Stationers’ Hall

27 March 2020 – United Guilds Service, St Paul’s Cathedral

15 May 2020 – Annual Banquet, Mansion House

12-14 June 2020 – Prime Warden’s Weekend, Newcastle

25 June 2020 – Midsummer Court & Dinnere, Skinners’ Hall

29 June 2020 – Election of Sheriffs

23 July 2020 – Election Court & Dinner, venue tbc 
(Court Members only)

Show Dates 2020

Caption
Competition

Want to win 
a bottle of bubbly?

Get your answers to the Editor 

blacksmiths.twitter@gmail.com

by 29 February 2020

(Image courtesy of Simon Grant-Jones FWCB LWCB)

Editor: Charlotte Teale  •  e-mail: blacksmiths.twitter@gmail.com  •  Telephone: 07906 051 158

North Somerset 3 May           www.nsas.org.uk/north-somerset-show/
(Note: This is a Sunday this year because of the Bank Holiday changing)

Devon County Show 21-23 May www.devoncountyshow.co.uk/

Royal Bath and West 28-30 May www.bathandwest.com/home/1/
(Three days this year)

Royal Cornwall Show 4-6 June                       http://royalcornwallshow.org/

South of England Show 11-13 June    http://seas.org.uk/south-of-england-show/
(May not be supported by WCB/NBCC)

Royal Three Counties Show 12-14 June www.royalthreecounties.co.uk/

Royal Highland Show* 18-20 June https://www.royalhighlandshow.org/

Royal Norfolk Show* 1-2 July             http://royalnorfolkshow.rnaa.org.uk/

Great Yorkshire Show* 14-16 July http://greatyorkshireshow.co.uk/

Royal Welsh Show 20-23 July www.rwas.co.uk/royal-welsh-show/

New Forest and Hampshire 28-30 July www.newforestshow.co.uk/

Edenbridge and Oxted 30-31 August www.edenbridge-show.co.uk/

Dorset County Show 5-6 Sept            http://www.dorsetcountyshow.co.uk/

Royal Berkshire, Newbury* 19-20 Sept https://www.berkshireshow.co.uk/

St Clem’s Day, Finch Foundry* 21 Nov  https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/finch-foundry/

* Not part of NBCC competition programme but traditionally have strong WCB presence


